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Donors to take Boesak to court 

CAPE TOWN (AFP) — Scandinavian aid donors Wednesday 
threatened criminal and dvil actions against ami-apartheid cam- 
paigner Allan Boesak for allegedly embezzling charity funds “The 
donors have not found the explanation given (by Boesak) 
satisfactory,” Dan church Aid and other donor organisations said 
in a statement issued after a meeting with Mr. Boesak at the 
Swedish embassy here to account of missing funds from his 
Foundation for Peace and Justice (FPJ). Late last year, Danchun* 
Aid and two other funding organisations in Sweden and Norway 
engaged Johannesburg lawyers Bell, Dewar and Hall to probe the 
use of 2,7 million tana ($762,000) of foreign funds donated to Mr 
Boesak's foundation. The report, released Tuesday, said Mr!* 
Boesak “eancbed himself substantially" and slammed the founda- 
tion's trustees, terming the “cavalier and reckless fashion” in 
which they carried out their duties as “astounding. 1 ’ In 
Copenhagen, the Danish news agency Ritzau reported that 
panchurch Aid Secretary General Christian Balslev-Olesen had 
said his group had already asked their lawyers to draw up a list of 
complaints against Mr. Boesak 
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Iraq to revive oil pipeline talks 

ANKARA (Rj — Iraq's Foreign Minister Mohammad Saeed A1 
Sahaf will revive talks on pumping Iraqi oil worth hundreds ol 
millions of dollars through a corroding pipeline across Turkey, the 
Turkish Foreign Ministry said on Wednesday. "The Iraqi minister 
will visit on Feb. 9-12 and all aspects of Turk’ish-Iraqi relations will 
be treated in his talks here." Ferhai Aiaman said. •• a priority issue 
of course, will be the temporary opening of ihe pipeline." The visit 
will be the first senior contact between Ankara and Iraq since 
October when a plan to pump oil thorough the pipeline to prevent 
it corroding fell through. At that time. Iraq refused to let the 
United Nations monitor the distribution of food supplies it was due 
to receive in return for the sale to Turkey of the oil flushed through 
the 985-kllometrcs pipeline. But Mr Ataman said as far as Turkey 
was concerned the offer was still open. "Turkey had spent great 
efforts for this project and had advanced it to a certain point when 
Iraqi objections stalled the issue." he said. “I see no reason why 
the issue cannot advance from where it was left off with the United 
Nations.” 
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Total wins major 

^ Yemeni gas deal 

SANAA (AFP) - The 
; . nQ ence french ofl company Total has 

won a major contract to de- 
velop Yemeni gas reserves, 
the president of Total- 
Yemen, Francois Castellani, 
said Wednesday. The French 
. -uqus , company beat off competi- 
f G similar ilr 1 *-' non from the U.S. companies 
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Deration. It will invest $5 
bflHon m the project, Mr. 


against aicQk.,: Castellani said during a visit 

, rj i. n s ‘‘weiTu 11 ^ to Sanaa. Under the contract. 




about five million tonnes of 
liquefied natural gas a year 
will be produced from 2001 at 
the northern Yemeni fields of 
>lt. Aadzn, ' Maareb and Jawf, which have 
marker* 00 ^E- proven reserves of some 450 
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win invest S2 billion in the 
and t- purchase of methane tankers 
• a .k • e and S3 billion in the construc- 

. ; i Jteir bealft - tk> of two gas pipelines — 

- one for local consumption 

^ and one for export — as well 

iheranu" 35 a term ^ na ^ and gas li- 
fer ™ qnefaction plant, Mr. Castel- 
■ srSi tiltVQ lani said. The plant and ter- 
minal are to be built at Ras 
Omran in southern Yemen, 
oil experts said here. 
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Peres opposes 
Hamas role in 
polls 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said Wednesday 
-> * «- . on *. - that Hamas should be barred 

- ... ‘ "(from Palestinian elections be- 

cause h is intent on des- 
troying Israel and the peace 
process. His comments came 
before a meeting here with 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren C hris t oph er. “I don’t see 
why Hamas should partici- 
pate in the elections because 
it wants to destroy Israel, to 
destroy the peace process,” 
Mr. Peres said. “We’ll object 
to three categories: the par- 
ties that support terrorism, 
the parties that want to des- 
troy Israel and the parties 
that want to destroy peace,” 
be said. 


- a - "i nE^ 

•'"--'iicV Hi; be; 
• SKravslbrte- 
v -:'"iav lisgp 

’he bo>. asses: 
"0 tti 2! sdainke 
ADAj iSK.bnai- 
. iremiBihehs: 

- JRIEJKKE 

s.o: The bor»c- 
-.z'KiT.i ADA £«;■ 
— ; ? cold could pms’ 
-r Mr i<k salk 
-■<£ the aeed w « 
jjv sneed nedolK 
— 2 : hoped doewnr. 
ertremecaic 
Umvtrsn fe 
to bednfc 
:ht bov nen^ 


Settlers fax 
: prayers 
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Israeli 
a fax 

machine to send prayers to 
God in the Ibrahimi Mosque 
•in Hebron, the Israeli agency 
Itim said Wednesday. Five 
-hundred Jews have used the 
service since it was set up 
” ^ , ■ jonatf 500 . a week ago at the tomb where 
• ijO extremist settler Baruch 

■ Goldstein massacred at least 
30 Palestinian worshippers in 
the mosque part of the com- 
plex on Feb. 25, 1994. All 
- practising Jews can now ask 
for help from the patriarchs 
Abrahm, Isaac and Jacob, 
buried at die ate according to 
"religious tradition, without 
'having to travel to Hebron 
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Jf that »■ < where several hundred set- 
tiers live in friction with 
120,000 Palestinians. Their 
prayers are faxed to the 
Association for the Protec- 
tion of Holy Sites, which 
groups Israelis from Hebron 
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ihe^ : aud the nearby settlement of 
ih*' & Kiryat Arba where Goldstein 

,~l Indian f-Tje lived. The prayers are then 
j:”re£ l0fte V- Lip’' passed on to Talmudic stu- 
^ dents who read them out on 
' tnillioBi ‘ jfi behalf of the sender every 
'^V-nst morning in the site. 
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»*jL & Israel wants fewer 

: - '. e TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
Uk? 0 r*w n i](j{ has asked foreign govern- 
■ ; j jSnfl P*' neat’s to slash the number of . 

official trips to the Jewish 
for 5^® iKl " stare * P leadin g VlP-fatigue 
1 -i a record 3,000 visits 

X £ .H-- | & y during 1994, a magazine re- 
to fr P 01 ^ Wednesday. An un- 
wanted by-product of the 
:2-!:> Jt ^, 3 dO’! y ^'1993 Palestinian peace deal 
•-^ui-nc ^ v 3 i^ for Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin was welcoming 19 
^Presidents or prime minis- 
dcP* 1 ^ $ ters ’ 28 foreipt ministers, 11 
Vw^' , ‘T\-j^rJi i, . defence ministers and 30 
W’ w *eV°* cr csWn^Cvel visitors. 
n«jap bi-monthly Jenialem Re- 

1 ’ ' -” n in Hi - "«** said the foreign ministry 
the bureaux of Mr. 

, abin and the President Ezer 
w U si^-- a iv^^weizman met to tackle the 
J ^^tW roWein last month. As a 
'■^r cjJj.trBraft a letter was sent to all 
ion . / 5 ra bassies m Israel request- 







Brown reaffirms U.S. 
commitment to Jordan, 
urges more liberalisation 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — U.S. Commerce 
Secretary Ronald Brown said 
Wednesday that Washington 
was committed to Jordan’s 
economic development and 
foreign investments in the 
Kingdom and called for 
further Jordanian moves to- 
wards economic liberalisation 
that would help American 
exports to the country. 

Mr. Brown addressing re- 
porters after a 90-minute visit 
to Aqaba where he held talks 
with four Jordanian minis- 
ters, also revealed that Jor- 
dan and the United States 
were negotiating a free trade 
agreement. 

The commerce secretary 
also called on Jordan to step 
up its pace of privatisation to 
attract foreign investment. 
Privatisation is “the vehicle 
for economic growth," he 
said. 

Mr. Brown, paying his 
second visit to Jordan in one 
year, said his trip to the 
Kingdom was to “demons- 
trate the U.S. commitment to 
enhancing trade with Jor- 
dan." He noted that U.S. 
President Clinton also visited 
Jordan in October. 

“We are interested in in- 
vestments and developing 
joint ventures as well as parti- 
cipating in the economic de- 
velopment of Jordan ... and 
(creating) economic opportu- 
nities in Jordan,” Mr. Brown 
affirmed. “We know how 
crucial Jordan is to the future 
of the region.” 

President Clinton, during 
his Oct. 26 visit to Jordan, 
“made a commitment to be- 


gin negotiations on a free 
trade agreement with Jor- 
dan,” said Mr. Brown. “I am 
told today by the (U.S.) 
ambassador (to Jordan) that 
the process has begun." 

No details of the proposed 
accord was immediately 
available. Jordan is among 
the countries that the U.S. is 
extending preferential treat- 
ment under the Generalised 
System of Preferences 
(GSP). but the Kingdom had 
not been able to take full 
advantage of this accord be- 
cause of a series of restric- 
tions that have to do with 
local input and origin of raw 
materials. 

During the brief visit be 
paid to Aqaba after driving 
along the Red Sea coast from 
the Egyptian resort of Taba 
where he attended an unpre- 
cedented Arab-Israeli meet- 
ing on trade (see separate 
story), Mr. Brown held talks 
with his Jordanian counter- 
part Ali Abul Ragheb, Fi- 
nance Minister Basel Jar- 
da neb, Planning Minister 
Rima Khalaf and Tourism 
Minister Abed Ilah Khatib. 

Discussed during the meet- 
ings were Jordan’s request 
for American financial aid 
and the Kingdom's bid to 
secure debt relief from its 
Western creditors. 

Washington, which is writ- 
ing off £702 million of Jor- 
dan’s debts to the U.S. 
spread over three years, is 
also lobbying European gov- 
ernment to extend similar 
gestures to the Kingdom. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb told re- 
porters after the meeting that 
the subject was covered dur- 
ing the meeting and that the 


Jordanian side briefed Mr. 
Brown on the economic res- 
tructuring programme under 
way in Jordan and also the 
moves adopted and planned 
by the government to im- 
prove the investment climate 
in the country. 

He added: “We also dis- 
cussed regional issues of com- 
mon concern to Jordan and 
the U.S. as well as issues of 
bilateral concern, and we ex- 
pressed our desire that the 
economy of the region be 
open." * 

Mr. Abul Ragheb said 
businessmen accompanying 
Mr. Brown had expressed in- 
terest in investing in the tour- 
ism and industrial sectors of 
Jordan. Earlier, Ziad Karam. 
one of the businessmen, 
announced that he was plan- 
ning to open a five-star hotel 
in the Gaza Strip. 

The Jordanian trade minis- 
ter described the Aqaba 
meeting as “fruitful, con- 
structive and positive,” and 
said it emerged during the 
meeting that Washington 
might be willing to increase 
its contribution to the capital 
of a proposed Middle East 
development bank from the 
$75 million pledged by Presi- 
dent Ginton during his visit 
to Jordan. 

Also reviewed were Jorda- 
nian moves to open up the 
Kingdom's marker for in- 
creased- American exports 
and amend laws to protect 
copyright and intellectual 
property rights. 

Mr. Brown, who later left 
for Kuwait on the fourth leg 
of his current Middle East 

(Continued on page 1) 


Israel-PLO talks fail ahead 
of Rabin- Arafat summit 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) failed to 
make any progress on hold- 
ing self-rule elections at talks 
Wednesday ahead of a crucial 
summit, as Palestinian police 
held more than 100 hardline 
opponents of the peace pro- 
cess. 

The head of the Palestinian 
delegation, Saeb Erakat, said 
he had “nothing to tell” PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat 
“which could make tomor- 
row’s summit a success." 

Mr. Arafat is to meet 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin at the Erez cros- 
sing between Israel and Gaza 
as part of efforts agreed at an 
Arab-Israeli summit last, 
week to keep flagging peace’ 
moves alive. 

Dr. Erakat warned that the 
“peace process was on the 
edge of a precipice” and 
blamed the deadlock on the 
“Israeli mentality." 

“It is time for Israel and for 
Mr. Rabin to make up its 


mind. Peace or no peace ... 
Rabin cannot continue to act 
with the authority’ of an occu- 
pier," Dr. Erakat said. 

“Honestly I have nothing 
to tell ( Mr. Arafat) which 
might make his talks with 
Rabin a success,” he said 
after the negotiations at a 
Cairo hotel. “I really cannot 
say that we managed to 
achieve what we 3re here to 
accomplish or that we made 
any progress." 

The negotiations were 
aimed at sening a date for 
Israel to withdraw its troops 
from the West Bank to clear 
the way for Palestinian elec- 
tions, originally scheduled for 
July 1994. 

The elections are meant to 
give more legitimacy to the 
Palestinian Authority already 
running the autonomous 
zones in the Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank town of 
Jericho. But the autonomy 
and the talks themselves have 
been delayed by persistent 
violence. 


The Palestinian self-rule 
authority favours the Israeli 
idea of separation on ibe 
assumption that it means an 
independent Palestinian 
state. Mr. Arafat said in an 
interview published on 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Rabin brought up the 
separation idea last month. 

To Israeli thinking, separa- 
tion means minimising con- 
tacts with Palestinians and 
possibly building fences 
around Israeli sites in occu- 
pied parts of the West Bank. 

But Mr. Arafat told the 
Egyptian government news- 
paper A1 Ahram: "I agree to 
complete separation if that is 
their choice, but on the basis 
that they withdraw from all 
Palestinian land and that the 
separation be political, not 
for security.” 

Asked whether he was will- 
ing to sacrifice Palestinian 
jobs inside Israel, a major 
source of income for the self- 

(Continued on page 3> 


Bihac fighting alarms U.N. 


SARAJEVO (R) — An in- 
crease in fighting around the 
U.N. safe haven of Bihac 
town in defiance of a cease- 
fire that is holding in most of 
Bosnia is alarming 
peacekeepers, a U.N. 
spokesman said on Wednes- 
day. 

The northwestern Bihac 
enclave where the Muslim- 
led Bosnian government 
army is fighting Serb-backed 
Muslim rebels has been the 
weak link in the ceasefire that 
began at New Year. 

Spokesman Paul Risley 
said the U.N. was “worried 
about the increase of firing 
incidents in the south of the 
pocket around the Bihac 
(town) safe area in the vil- 
lages of Zegar and Vedro 
PoHe." 

The worst of the fighting is 
concentrated in the north of 
the Bihac pocket where the 
rebels have recaptured the 
town of Velika Kladusa from 

the government. 

Rebel Muslim forces are 


being actively helped by Cro- 
tian Serbs — who did not sign 
the ceasefire — who have at 
least 600 troops in the Bihac 
pocket, according to the 
U.N. 

Mr. Risley said another 
600 Serb soldiers were seen 
crossing from Bosnia to 
Croatian territory north of 
the Bihac enclave on Tues- 
day. The troop movements 
were regarded as unsettling. 

The U.N. has protested to 
the Croatian Serbs against 
their involvement in the 
Bihac and warned them they 
risk retaliation by North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) warplanes if they 
use their air force in the 


U.N. military observers 
have seen increased activity 
at the Croatian Serb airfield at 
Udbina southwest of Bihac 
and at the Bosnian Serb Ban- 
ja Luka airfield east of the 
enclave. 

NATO jets bombed the 
-runway at Udbina late Iasi 


year after Croatian Serb air- 
craft attacked targets in 
Bihac but it was quickly re- 
paired and no attempt was 
made to destroy the planes- 

In Sarajevo, where the 
ceasefire has been honoured, 
city authorities tested a six- 
kilometre train route be- 
tween the main railway sta- 
tion and the northwestern 
suburbs as part of efforts to 
restore public transport. 

The service, due to carry 
up to 3,000 passengers a day, 
supplements tram routes 
which were opened last year. 

It follows the opening of 
roads in Sarajevo to allow 
civilian traffic between sub- 
urbs which have been cut off 
from each other by the war. 

Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic warned Serbia 
and Croatia against conduct- 
ing peace negotiations which 
excluded Bosnian Muslims. 

Mr. Silajdzic underlined 
the importance of Muslim 

(Continued on page 7) 



KING HOSTS IFTAR: His Majesty King 
Hossetn on Wednesday hosted an iftar at 
Basman Palace for notables, tribal leaders and 
* beads of public and private institutions in 
Karak Governorate. His Royal Highness 


Crown Prince Hassan, Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, cabinet members and offi- 
cials attended the banquet. The King and the 
guests performed prayers before the banquet 
(Petra photo) 


Arabs, Israel and U.S. say 
Mideast is ‘open for business’ 


TABA, Egypt ( Agencies » — 
U.S., Arab and Israeli trade 
ministers pledged :heir com- 
mitment on Wednesday to a 
new Middle East, aiming to 
replace decades of conflict 
with free trade, regional 
cooperation and open mar- 
kets. 

An upbeat declaration by 
the ministers from the United 
States, Israel. Egypt, Jordan 
and the Palestinian self-rule 
areas, meeting in the Red Sea 
resort of Taba. called for an 
end to all trade barriers, in- 
cluding the Arab boycott of 
Israel. 

"This meeting, not imagin- 
able a few short years ago. 
underscores the commitment 
of the participants to the 
peace process, and to the 
goals of economic coopera- 
tion and coordination, trade 
and development which 
underpin and are an integral 
part of that process," the 
declaration said. 

But during a morning of 
meetings between ministers 
3nd businessmen, the re- 
gion's turbulent political real- 
ity and security concerns re- 
surfaced to challenge its opti- 
mistic tone. 

Arab complaints 2 bout 
Israeli economic dominance 
and accusations of protec- 
tionism overshadowed the 
early stages of the talks. 

“The trade leaders agreed 
to take alt possible steps to 
remove barriers to free and 
open markets for trade and 
investments in the, region," 


said the declaration. 

“They support all efforts to 
end the boy con of Israel,” it 
said, adding “the region is 
now open for business." 

Palestinians have sought to 
balance calls for an end to the 
boycott of Israel with press- 
ure on the Jewish state to end 
its closures of the West Bank 
and Gaza, which U.S. Com- 
merce Secretary Ron Brown 
said had a "devastating im- 
pact” on the Gazan eco- 
nomy. 

“Foremost it is important 
that this conference adopt the 
attitude of ending boycott 
and closures because... the 
peace process can only suc- 
ceed with real freedom of 
passage of people, and pro- 
ducts and investment and 
tourists,” chief Palestinian 
delegate Nabil Shaath told 
reporters. 

Israeli Trade Minister 
Micha Harish said on Tues- 
day his country wanted to 
boost trade and reduce res- 
trictions along the borders 
but was concerned about 
militants opposed to peace. 

Palestinians, locked into 
the Israeli economy for a 
quarter of a centwy, say that 
despite their peace deal with 
Israel, the Jewish state is still 
acting as in times of war. 

They say Israel is not 
allowing them direct access to 
Egyptian and Jordanian mar- 
kets and is even imposing 
huge customs duties on coun- 
tries they hope to export 
from, making trade impossi- 


THE MINISTERS of trade 
from Jordan. Egypt, the 
Palestine National Author- 
ity and Israel will meet in 
Amman in August. They 
will follow- up the imple- 
mentation of steps required 
for translating the Taba de- 
claration into practice. 

ble. 

Egypt and Jordan also 
complain about what they see 
as Israeli restrictive trade 
practices. They say Israel is 
pushing hard to penetrate 
neighbouring markets but 
without reciprocating and 
allowing equal access for 
Arabs wanting to export to 
Israel. 

Dr. Shaath said the United 
States had agreed to grant the 
Palestinians preferential 
trade status in U.S. markets 
and was considering the 
Palestinian request for a free 
trade agreement. 

He said Washington had 
agreed to allow Palestinians 
to import U.S. wheat and 
flour directly, and there was 
“tentative agreement with 
the parties to open Palesti- 
nian access to international 
markets through Jordan and 
Egypt.” 

Following are extracts 
from the final communique 
after the meeting: 

"In an unprecedented 
event, Egyptian, Israeli, 

(Continued on page 7i 


Syria says peace possible in 
months if Israel is serious 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Foreign Minister Farouk A I 
Sharaa said Wednesday that 
Syria would need only a few 
months to negotiate a com- 
prehensive peace settlement 
with Israel if the Jewish state 
was serious about it. 

“Syria is convinced that 
should Israel be serious about 
reaching a just and compre- 
hensive peace and a genuine 
progress on the Syrian track, 
the matter wouldn't require 
more than few months,” he 
declared at a joint news con- 
ference with a trio of visiting 
European LTnion (EU) lead- 
ers. 

“But if Israel is not serious, 
this peace will never be 
achieved ... even if negotia- 
tions last for years.” Mr. 
Sharaa warned. 

“We hope that the other 
party is serious in the peace 
process.” 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe, who leads the 
EU delegation, said the 
peace process was “irreversi- 
ble and should go forward on 
the basis of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions calling 
for full withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights, full norma- 
lisation between Syria and 
Israel and the search for 
security arrangements 
approved by both panics." 

Mr. Juppe met earlier with 
President Hafez Al Assad af- 


ter a session with Mr. Sharaa. 
.An Assad spokesman said 
the Syrian leader welcomed 
the European role and stres- 
sed that even through Israel's 
actions give little ground for 
optimism, Damascus will 
“nor give up the target of a 
jus: and comprehensive 
peace." 

The European team ar- 
rived Tuesday night seeking a 
more active European role in 
the Arab-Israeli peace pro- 
cess, which is cosponsored by 
Russia and the United States. 

Their arrival coincided 
with a visit here by Russian 
Presidential envoy Viktor 
Posovalyuk, who also seeks a 
high-profile rQle for Moscow 
in the Middle Easr. 

Mr. Sharaa also said for 
the first lime that Syria may 
take part in an international 
conference due to be 
attended by Israel. 

He said Damascus may 
take part in a conference 
Organised by the EU to which 
Israel has been invited if 
there were “positive develop- 
ments” in the stalled peace 
track. 

It is the first time Syria has 
signalled such a move. In the 
past it has boycotted all 
forums attended by Israel. 

"We have promised to con- 
sider our participation in this 
conference which is not pan 
of multilateral” Middle East 


peace talks, Mr. Sharaa said 
during the press conference. 

Mr. Juppe said the meeting 
between the EU and 
Mediterranean countries to 
be held in Barcelona in 
November would not discuss 
issues linked to the peace 
process. 

But he added the last meet- 
ing of ambassadors, attended 
for the first rime by army 
chiefe-of-staff, in December 
had demonstrated “the in- 
transigence of the Israeli par- 
ty.” 

Mr. Sharaa said Syria's 
Ambassador to Washington 
Walid Muallem had returned 
to his post on Monday, but 
that there was nothing to 
indicate negotiations were 
about to resume. 

The EU delegation, includ- 
ing German State Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs Hans- 
Fried rich von Ploetz and 
Spain’s EU Secretary of State 
Carlos Westendorp, is also 
scheduled to visit Israel, the 
self-rule Gaza Strip and 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Juppe expressed 
Europe’s concern over the 
year-old stalemate in negotia- 
tions between Syria and 
Israel, saving the EU “is fully 
prepared to play a role in that 
respect, if that’s suitable to 
the countries of the region. 


(Continued on jpage 7) 


Israelis 

complete 

pullout 

today 


By P.V. Vive&anand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Israel completes 
its withdrawal to newly- 
marked international borders 
with Jordan today (Thurs- 
day) in line with the Oct. 26 
peace treaty signed between 
the Kingdom and the Jewish 
state. 

A formal ceremony is ex- 
pected to be held in the Ba- 
qoura area in the north where 
the Israeli army will hand 
over the territory to the 
Jordanian Armed Forces, 
which will have its units for- 
ward and hoist the Jordanian 
flag in the returned land. 

Also scheduled to be 
signed today are Jordanian- 
Israeli agreements on border 
and security, crossing points, 
postal services and tourism. 
These accords, negotiated by 
separate sub-committees 
working under a higher com- 
mittee charged with im- 
plementing the treaty, are 
already initialled but will be 
formally signed on Thursday. 

Under Die peace treaty, 
Jordan and Israel are ex- 
pected to sign more than 20 
agreements, related to va- 
rious sectors. 

The peace treaty calls for 
three types of accords be- 
tween the two countries: 
Those to be finalised in three 
months, six months and nine 
months after the ratification 
of the treaty. The civil avia- 
tion and trade accords belong 
to the six-month group of 
agreements. 

The Israeli withdrawal 
from Jordanian territory be- 
gan on Jan. 30, when Jordan 
took over 340 square 
kilometres of territory along 
a 170-kilometre -stretch in the 
south. The area to be re- 
turned today is an 830-dunum' 
plot of land on the congru- 
ence of the Jordan and Yar- 
mouk rivers. 

The Jordanian government 
has allowed some Israeli far- 
mers to continue their farm- 
ing activities in part of the 
area being returned today. 
The Israelis will be allowed to 
enter and stay in the area 
during the daytime under 
special permits. Night-time 
entries require another spe- 
cial permit issued by the bor- 
der security forces. No milit- 
ary activity in the area or any 
effort to change the civilian 
nature of the land will be 
allowed. 

Red markers have been 
placed along the internation- 
al borders and concrete pil- 
lars in their place in the next 
six months, completing the 
demarcation process. 

An official said meanwhile 
the precise area of the terri- 
tory being returned to Jordan 
under the peace treaty would 
be known only after definite 
border markers have been 
placed and the area is mea- 
sured with total accuracy. 

“The area is somewhere 
between 340 and 380 square 
kilometres," said the official, 
who preferred anonvmity. “It 
could be 350, 360 of 379," he 
said, adding "the figure that 
we used to mention was al- 
ways 380 square kilometres 
but that was a referenoe fi- 
gure, while the minimum was 
always 340 square 
kilometres." 

“The Jordanian-Israeli 
borders were never really 
drawn on the ground or the 
area; nor had anyone actually 
measured the actual terri- 
tory,” noted the official. “As 
such, all figures are subject to 
change here and there when 
we actually demarcate and 
build international borders.” 

“Wc will know the actual 
area that Jordan is getting 
back only after the comple- 
tion of all border demarca- 
tion, a process that could 
take several months." said 
the official. 

“But,” added the official, 
“Jordan is getting back every 
inch of its land as marked in 
the (British) mandate maps. 
There has not been an iota of 
Jordanian compromise 
there.” 
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Prince Hassan 

meets squash 
team 

HIS R OYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Haomn re* 
cdved at the Royal Court 
Wednesday the ' national 
youth Squash team , which 
returned ’.-recently from 
Hong Kong .where they 
took part in the seventh 
Asian Yonth Squash 
Championship. The 
Jordanian team won fifth 
(dace among the IQ parti- 
cipating countries. The 
nutt i ng was' attended by 
Mohammad .Siraj, presi- 
dent of the Jordanian 
Squash Federation, and 
the team’s cOach, Abdnl 
Raouf Saad. _ ■ 

’ (Petra photo) 



Jailed mili tants plotted to kill MuDara* 

CAIRO (Agencies) - Foot and Abdnl Ranf AlGesh, . Some of the gipim^ 51 . by *&*• 

Muslim mffitante laiWI for who has been held in arimi- nnfitants are accosed xrf the r ? I K C1, , . coenrifv 


Qadhafi steps up attacks on militants 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Libyan 
leader Muammer -Qadhafi 
] has stepped up -his verbal 
attacks on' Muslim militants 
. .over the oast few weeks in a; 
■bid to- show, his crafty does sot 
' support- terrorism,, diplomats 
.in Tripoli said. 

Colonel -Qadhafi has 
■targeted fundamentalist mili- 
: tants- almost- -daily' in his 
beeches, mainly Algeria’s 

- - Islamic Sah/ation.Front (FIS) 
:wbose leaders he blasted as- 

- “charlatans -and imposters who 
, exploit poor pedple.” 

Muslim militants are “car- 
rying out a Western imperial- 
' ist- plan- aimed at .destroying 
the- Arab and Mam ie nation 
and -to distort' the image of 
Mam," he said, arguing that 
Islam ‘‘does riot advocate the. 
murder of innocenr people.” 

Most of the fundamentalist 
leaders' five abroad, in- 
Switzerland, in France or the 
United States, Col. Qadhafi 
charged/ 

His attacks come as Libya 
steps up calls for United Na- 


tions sanctions to be lifted, 
after newspapers reported re- 
cently that two U.S. intelli- 
gence reports questioned Tri- 
poli's alleged involvement in 
the 1988 bombing of a Pan 
Am jumbo jet over Locker- 
bie, Scotland. 

“Qadhafi’s anger at die 
fundamentalists is not new,” 
a Western ambassador in 
Libya said, contacted by tele- 
phone from Cyprus. 

He recalled that in 1993, 
Col. Qadhafi branded Mus- 
lim militant groups as “traps 
for idiots” and “movements 
for apostates." 

The Libyan leader then 
issued a call to kill tbe mili- 
tants “without trial, as if they 
were dogs." 

Tbe ambassador said Col. 
Qadbafi’s strongly-worded 
attacks on Muslim militants 
are intended to prove that 
Libya “enjoys stability and 
rejects all kinds of extrem- 
ism," in a bid to change die 
“terrorist” label stuck on his 
regime ever since he seized 


power in 1969. 

Col. Qadhafi has been 
trying to picture himself as a 
“moderate and a peace- 
maker" in order to give more 
weight to his plea for getting 
U.N. sanctions lifted, the 
ambassador added. 

Tbe U.N. Security Council 
imposed an air and amis 
embargo on Libya in April 
1992 to force it hand to the 
United States or Britain two 
Libyans charged with the 
Lockerbie bombing that kil- 
led 270 people in December 
1988. 

Col. Qadhafi’s regime is 
also accused of bombing a 
French airliner over Niger, 
that claimed 170 lives in 1989. 

The U.N. sanctions were 
tightened in December 1993 
to include a ban on some 
oil-related equipment and a 
partial freeze of Libyan assets 
abroad. 

Col. Qadhafi has offered to 
mediate in the war in Bosnia 
and also in the Philippines, 


where he bad previously 
backed Muslim separatists. 

He has even “let down the 
M uslim movements that lived 
.off his money in Africa and 
Europe," the ambassador 
added. 

“He wants to be reassuring 
for his neighbours, Egypt in 
particular, which is trying to 
end Tripoli’s isolation while 
confronting Muslim militan- 
cy," he explained. 

As for Col. Qadhafi’s re- 
cent threat to “open the arms 
depots and borders if Libya is 
attacked," the diplomat said 
this was to demonstrate that 
Tripoli was “blocking the 
spread of fundamentalism in 
North Africa.” 

An African diplomat told 
AFP that fundamentalism in 
Libya did not exist. 

“After preaching socialism 
for more than 20 years, 
Qadhafi is calling for Mamie 
teachings to be applied but he 
does not tolerate the slightest 
exaggeration in demonstra- 
tions of piety,” he said. 


CAIRO (A genci es) — Four 
Muslim mffitants jailed for 
the assassinations of former 
Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat in 1981 plotted from 
their cells to tali bs successor 
Hasni Mubarak, judicial offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

The four afe among 51 
mil i t an ts due to stand trial 
before military prosecutors 
for having reactivated the 
armed fundamentalist group 
Ai Jihad, which dahnMl re- 
sponsibility for the assassina- 
tion of Sadat. 

J udicial n ffirdak s*iH a de- 
tailed plan for assassinations, 
inefudmg as attempt on tbe 
life on Mr. Mubarak, was 
found in tbe borne of one of 
the four militants. 

They were accused of reac- 
tivating Al Jib ad under a new 
name — Talaeh Al Fatah 
(Vanguard of the Conquest). 

The militants were named 
as Nabfi Al Maghrabi, serv- 
ing a life term of bard labour, 
Anwar Okasha and Moham- 
mad Al Asswani, jailed for 17 
and 32 years respectively. 


and Abdnl Ranf Al Gesh, 
who has been held in admi- 
nistrative custody for several 
months since completing bis 
prison term for involvement 
in tbe killing of Sadat. 

The man who killed Sadat 
at a nriHtaxy parade, Khaled 
Al Islambob, was hanged in 
1982. 

The four accused of reacti- 
vating Al Jihad told investi- 
gators Tuesday that they had 
also planned a series of 
attacks on military judges, 
state prosecutors and 
strategic targets, including 
t he inte rior mid information 
mini stries. 

They said they had passed 
instructions to militants out- 
side via die wives and sisters 
of Al Jihad member s , who 
visited them in prison. 

The militants were accuse d 
of receiving funds from 
abroad via an AI Jihad lead- 
er, Ayman Al Zawahri, living 
in Switzerland. He was sent- 
enced to death in a major 
trial of anfitante m December 
1992. 


murder of a policeman, and 

rtm ac crviKans m an attack OP 

a Cairo jewellery shop in 
February 1994. ■ 

One of the militants, .Yas- 
ser Tawfik AH, k still on the 
ran. He was sentenced to 
death in absentia for a failed 
attempt in 1993 to as sas s i nate 
Egyptian Premier Atef Sed- 
ki, in winch one person died. 

Authorities have arrested 
most members of Talaeh Al 
Fatah. 

The group also dauned re-; 
spcmsibilfty far an abortive 
assassination 'attempt on In- 
terior Minister Hasson Al 
Alfi in August 1993 winch left 
five^ people dead. 

The au t h o ri ties have sent- 
enced 23 Al Jihad militants to 
death since Mr. Mubarak 
landed over trims of militants 
to mflitaiy courts in Septem- 
ber 1992. 

Security chief replaced 

The Egyptian a ut hor it i es 
on Tuesday replaced tbe local 


tints last week, seconty 

"SyS^bd- Wabhab 
Dessouki replaces Hng. 
Ahmad Shendi as head of 
security in the Nilfi valley 
town of Maliawi, tbe centre 
of the conflict between the 
police force and tbe militant 
Gamaa Al Islamiyah (Islamic 

Group), they said. 

Seven other officers m the 
same district have been sus- 
pended from active duty on 
suspicion that they were 
negligent (hiring Aw a ttack 
last Saturday, -they added. 

Brig. Sheodi was at the 
police resthoase in Maliawi 
when a group of militants 

attacked the compound, kill- 
ing one policeman and 
wounding five others. He was 
unhurt. 

A sixth person, a civilian 
bystander, was wounded in 
the shoot-out that followed. 
Civilians in the area said 
shonring continued for sever- 
al yntonf -g after the-attack. 


Denmark sees positive Iran signal over Rushdie 


Drive-in apartments latest craze for Cairo billionaires 


COPENHAGEN (Agencies) 
— Denmark said Iran’s visit- 
ing vice-foreign .minister 
made dear on Tuesday that 
Tehran would not send assas- 
sins to carry out the death 
edict against British author 
Sal man Rushdie. 

Iran has repeatedly said 
the edict is a purely religious 
matter, unrelated to tbe Ira- 
nian government. Top Ira- 
nian leaders have said the. 
government would not 
actively pursue Rushdie. 

After meeting Iran's 
Mahmoud Vaezi in 
Copenhagen, Danish Foreign 
Minister Nads Helveg Peter- 
son said: “I understood from 
what be was saying that the 
Iranian government would 
not take part in exec utin g the 
edict." 

This is of course not good 
enough but I do consider it a 


positive signal,” Mr. 
Petersen said, adding that 
Vice-Foreign Minister Vaezi 
described the edict as a “refi- 
gkws decision.*’ 

Mr. Vaezi told reporter s 
the Rushdie issue was one of 
many which they discus- 
sed. He declined to comment 
further. 

Mr. Rushdie was conde- 
mned to daath in a religious 
edict issued in 1989 by the 
late Ir anian spiri t ua l leader 
Ayatollah Rnhollah 
Khomeini, who said the 
Indian-born Rushdie’s novel 
“The Satanic Verses” blas- 
phemed Mam. 

Iranian groups have prom- 
ised muiti-mimon-dollar re- 
wards to anyone who tills 
Mr. Rushdie, who was bom a 
Muslim and has been in hid- 
ing under British police pro- 
tection for six years. - 


I ranian leaders say they are 
powerless to' withdraw the 
death edict because of its 
refigfous nature. 

Scandinavian sup po rters of 
Mr. Rushdie have been out- 
raged by Mr. Vaezi’s two-day 
visit to Denmark. Tbe Dan- 
ish parliament's foreign poli- 
cy committee called off a 
meeting with the Iranian, 
vice-foreign minister winch 
had been scheduled for Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Vaezi was originally 
doe to make a tour of Nordic 
countries. 

But Sweden and Iran 
agreed last week to cancel 
Mr. Vaezi’s visit, scheduled 
for Feb. 7-8. The two coun- 
tries declined to say why the 
trip was cancelled. 

Relations between Norway 
and Iran have deteriorated 
sharply over Mr. Rushdie, 


whose Norwegian publisher 
William Nygaard was shot 
and seriously wounded in 
Oslo in 1993. 

.Iran said meanwhile 
Sweden, had, agreed on 
another date for the Vaezi 
visit. 

The. state^run agency, 
monitored in Cyprus, quoted 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Mahmond Mohaznmadi as 
saying the invitation had 
been “postponed due to its 
i m pr op e r time.’* 

IRNA quoted tbe official 
assaying in an interview with 
the Fano-language Iran daily 
that “the visit wffl take place 
in the near fixture" following 
an agreement between Iran 
and Sweden. 

Mr. Mobammadi did not 
say when fixe visit would take 
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CAIRO (AFP) — Billionaire 
Egyptians and Gulf Arabs 
who crave privacy in Cairo 
will soon have two new lux- 
uries' to enjoy — drive-in 
apartments ana rooftop heli- 
copter pads, designed for 
those who would rather not 
meet their. neighbours. 

The' new facilities are on 
offer in three- blocks of fiats 
being buiU.in tbe select Giza 
neighbourhood. 

The so-called “White Tow- 
er” features an elevator to lift 
a resident in his limousine 
straight to -his apartment, so 
other drivers cannot honk 
their horns at him as he gets 
out in the street. 

“We limited- ourselves to 
nine storeys in -this tower to 


preserve the status of the 
residents," said a representa- 
tive of the company promot- 
ing the new apartments. 

He said each, apartment, 
measuring 1,000 square 
metres, occupied a whole 
floor. 

He declined to name the 
buyers, but according to 
Cairo property dealers the 
famous belly dancer Fifi 
Abdu and star singer Amr 
Diab were the first to buy 
apartments in the new build- 
ing for the modest sum of $2 
million. 

Despite tbe luxury, the 
nearly completed “White 
Tower” with its old-style 
balustrades still pales in com- 
parison with its two sister 


tower, which will be equip- 
ped with rooftop helicopter 
pads. They are being built by 
an Egyptian-Saudi consor- 

The 20-storey “Blue Tow- 
er”- .will ‘overtook the Nile 
while the 30-storey "Green 
Tower” will offer views over 
the 50-hectare lush gardens 
of die zoo. 

Luxury shops, a swimming 
pool, sauna and gymnasium 
will occupy the ground floors 
and mezzanines of the two 
towers. 

Only four Egyptians. are 
listed among tbe residents, 
the others being mostly 
princes and sheikhs from the 
oil-rich Gulf Arab countries 
seeking a second home. 


Duplex apartments 
measuring 3,200 square 
metres sold like hot cakes 
despite their $ 13-million 
price tag. ,.. 

- They feature nine bed- 
rooms^ alt withen suite bath- 
rooms, and two (fining rooms 
that can each accommodate a 
24-seat table. 

Each owner of such an 
apartment will have an indi- 
vidual entrance and elevator 
to avoid contact with less 
fortunate neighbours, who 
can only afford apartments of 
800 to 1,600 square metres. 

On the first two floors of 
the tower blocks an army of 
maids and chauffeurs will be 
boused in apartments of 150 
square metres. 


Abductor killed in botched 
kidnapping of Israelis 


E: .«t\ator defies doubters over tomb of Alexander 


C . • '(r v — A Greek 

-- .c'logist who says she 
foi-nd the tomb of Alexander 
L:s Great in western Egypt 
has (fismissed expert criticism 
of’her findings and vowed to 
the world she had made 
a great historical, discovery. 

Liana Souvaltzi, who has 
excavated ancient ruins in the 
remote oaas*of Siwa’ for the 
last five years, said a team of 
Greek experts who visited 
the site on Sunday were in no 
position to Cast doubt on her 
work. 

“They can say anything 
they like. The tomb, I am 
convinced, and I assure 
everyone on this earth, be- 
longs to Alexander the 
Great," she told Reuters. 

Ms. Souvaltzi’ s unshake- 
able self-belief and unortho- 
dox approach to archaeology 
have raised as many eyeb- 
rows as her claim to have 
solved one of the ancient 
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world’s enduring mysteries — 
the whereabouts of Alexan- 
der’s final resting place. 

Greek Culture Minister 
Thanos Mikroutsikos said on 
Monday the experts who vi- 
sited Siwa to check Mis. 
Souvaltzi ’s claim bad seen 
nothing to indicate tbe 
Macedonian warrior-king 
was buried there. He said 
they asked Ms. Souvaltzi to 
present any other evidence 
she may have “to protect 
herself and archaeology.” 

But Ms. Souvaltzi, who has 
pledged to continue her work 
at the start of next month, 
said the experts were too 
hasty in their conclusions. 

"If you want to make judg- 
ment after visiting tbe site 
after' only one hour it is very 
strange,” she said. “We will 
continue and complete our 
work and when everybody is 
finisbed we will be able to 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin suppBcd by tbe Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

The effect of lie depression will 
aid today. Cold wcaihcr conditions 
will continue with skies partly 
doudy and winds westerly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, skies wffl be partly 
cloudy with winds northerly and 
c«k dm. 
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publish everything concern- 
ing the inscriptions.” 

The 47-year-old 
archaeologist said last week 
she retied more on her “in- 
stinct and intuition” in select-, 
mg the site for her excavation 
at AI Maraqi in Siwa oasis 
than in conventional historic- 
al wisdom. 

She said she listened to 
local legends about the area 
and also found dues in the 
names of villages around 
Siwa, the oasis where Alex- 
ander was prod aimed a god 
in 332 B.C. and where she 
says bis body was carried nine 
years later after he died 
young in Babylon. 

Her team uncovered three 
stone tablets with Greek in- 
scriptions which she said 
proved that Alexander’s 
corpse was carried to Siwa by 
his general Ptolemy I who, 
after his master’s - death, 
founded a dynasty which 


ruled Egypt until 30 B.C. 

Tbe official Greek team 
said it saw no inscriptions 
dating from Ptolemaic times 
and suggested tbe site, which 
they declined to describe as a 
tomb, was from a much later 
Roman period. 

Egyptian officials were 
keen to keep alive hopes that 
Ms. Souvaltzi, who found an 
underground tunnel which 
she says leads to Alexander’s 
burial chamber, might still be 
proved right. 

“Some (ofif the experts) 
are saying they have doubts 
and some are saying they 
haven’t seen enough,” Abdnl 
Halim Noureddm, d iairman 
of Egypt's supreme anti- 
quities council, said. 

“Others say it is almost an 
identical copy of the tomb of 
(Alexander’s father) Philip so 
they want to keep tbe door 
open, just as we do,” he said. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The 
attempted -.fckfaappmgs of a 
leading , diamond .trader, and 
his daughter ended Tuesday 
after police traced an abdno- 
tor’s car phone and kiOed him 
in a shootout. 

Diamond trader Asher 
Gertler escaped with only a 
minor injury from the gun- 
battle that shattered the re- 
sidential Ram at Aviv neigh- 
bourhood's tranquil after- 
noon. 

A search was on for a 
woman who separately kid- 
napped Mr. Gertler’s 18- 
year-old daughter Keren and 
held her for several hours in a 
suburban apartment, said Td 
Aviv police chief Gabi Last. 

The kidnappers had de- 
manded $2 mflhon ransom. 

Keren Gertler is the grand- 
daughter of Moshe Scfanifzer, 
a former president of Israel’s 
diamond exchange and lead- 
ing figure in tbe international 
diamond trade. 

“This is a very severe de- 
velopment,” said Mr. Last, 
noting that despite ongoing 
Israeli- Arab violence, ran- 
som kidnappings have been 
extremely rare here. 

Tbe episode began 'in the 
morning when Keren, an 
army conscript, was kidnap- 
ped as she drove from her Td 
Aviv home to an area base 
and taken to the so barb of 
Kfar Sava. 

Several hours later a man, 
dressed in clothing typical of 
devout .orthodox Jews and 
wearing a false beard, kid- 
napped, her father at gun- 
point from his home, Mr. 
Last said. 

Asher Gertler, a Conner 


professional soccer player in | 
his 40s^is^aiso!a pro£'i'aent‘< 
trader on tte~catehang£. -■* “ • 
He was forced to drive his . 
car around Tel Aviv as the' 
kidnapper used a mobile 
phone to contact his wife and 
demand ransom. ' 

Hanna Gertler told Chan- 
nel Two TV the kidnapper 
said be was infected with thfe 
deadly AIDS virus and had 
“nothing to lose.” 

Mr. Last said police traced 
the calls and secretly fol- 
lowed the car. Around 3 p.m. 
the kidnapper suspected 
something was .awry and 
threatened to kill Mr. Gert- 
ler, who then bead-butted 
and kicked his abductor and 
tried to escape, Mr. Last 
sakL 

Six policemen who had 
been hiding then stormed the 
car. In the ensuing gun-: 
battle, the kidnapper was kil- 
led mid a policeman and 
Gertler were slightly wound- 
ed, Mr. Last said. 

The kidnapper's identity 
was not known. 

The other abductor 
apparently panicked when 
me lost phone contact with 
her accomplice. She dumped 
the hostage, unharmed, onto 
a country road, and sped Off 
in Mr. Gertler’s black Re- 
nault deo. 

“I am surprised at the idiot 
who would a ttemp t such a 
thing,” said police chief 
Assaf Hefetz. “In the condi- 
tions of Israel such a kidnap- 
ping cannot succeed.” 

There was no confirmation 
that the dead kidnapper had 
die virus that causes acquired 
immune deficiency syn- 
drome. 


2 Jewish dynasties marry 
in huge wedding ceremony 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALANDAR 


Yesterday's high tempera lures; 
Amman 4. Aqaba 17. Humidity 
reading Amman 97 per cent, 
Aqaba 40 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Jam's Abu Dhiab 758848 

Dr. Bassim Qaddomi 648633 

Dr. Yousef AMO 694916 

Dr. Yousef AlFaqih 756988 

Fine pharmacy 6619 12 

Fcidows pharmacy 778336 

AJ Ascma pharmacy — .... 637H55 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmdsant pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

1RJBID: 

Dr. Faycz A! Qadi 248743 

Alqinfa pharmacy .............. f— J 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Khalil A bn Hussein 985000 

Khafifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ...... 199 

Rescue Police 192.621 111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Mice 896390 

Pabte Seamy Department 630321 

Hotel Comp lain (s 605800 

Price Compbinls 6611% 

Waier and Sewerage ' 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(diicaofyessszaiKC) 121 

Overseas Calk -..010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Ahdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television .773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

inrdan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussdn Mecfical Centre 813813/32 
KJtafidi Maternity. J. Amu 

644281/6 

AkiJch Maternity, J. Amn. 

. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Maibas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Stuacsani 664171/4 

Shatdsxni Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Munsfacr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbdaO 666127/37 

Ai-Ahli. Abdali 664164ft 

Italian. Al-Mubajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bastair. J. Ashraficfa 775111/28 

Array. Maxka — . • 89161 1/15 

Queen Afia Hoapkai .... 602240/50 
Amd Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZwpGovi. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

^i&ia Modem Hospital (09J9WW0 

! Wacca Rama HcspaaJ HB1275SS 
GrccfcCabotaHcspiul (02^72275 
fon/MNsfco Hospfci (02)247100 

fttarrssHijBHosptal.. — flBBMIM 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

77ns mfonrathn is stmpfilod by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alta In- 
ternational Airport Td. (08)53200- 
S, where if afaotdd always be veri- 
fied. . 

ARRIVALS 

Riqral Jordanian (RJ) FUohts 
gernifnal 1 ) 

^J&japorc. Kuala Lumpour Htn 

IWI Adra. Sanaa (RJ) 

«*■ New Delhi iRJl 

W5 — - Beirut (RJ) 

1*25 Colombo nU) 

1MQ Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) ■ 

IfcK - London. BcrfinfRJ) 

19*6.... Abu Dhabi, AI 'Am (RJ) 

10^5 — ;.. Bangkok (RJ) 

19:10 Casabtanea, Tunis (RJ> 

20*9 Rtinc(RJi 

2fc35 Athens. Lxmaca (RJ) 

91:30 ... — Jeddah (add) (RJ> 


’BNBI-BRAK <AP>^ ^ 

Anpdsr rr sea _of _biack coats^ 

the. grandchildren of two 
leading ultra orthodox rabbis 
took their marriage vows 
Tuesday, wedding not just 
themselves but two powerful 
Hasskfic dynasties. 

In a gala ceremony draw- 
ing more than 20,000 Hasri- 
tfic Jews from the two dans, 
Benzkm Measles, 18, grand- 
son of the Bobover rabbi 
from Brooklyn married 
Haiya Erenster, the 17-year- 
old granddanghter of the 
Vishmtzer rabbi. 

Rabbi Sblomo Halber- 
stam, the 90-year-old rebbe, 
or head cleric of tiie Bobover 
dan, flew in from his Brook- 
lyn home with some 5,000 of 
his closest followers for the 
occasion. 

The wedding ceremony 
took place in the Kiryat Vish- 
nitz neighoburhooa, where 
tiie brides grandfather, Vish- 
nitzer Rebbe Moshe 
Yeboshua Hager, beach tiie 
neighbourhood of his follow- 
ers. 

-‘They are kingdoms,” said 
Menacbem Freadman, a pro- 
fessor of religion at Bar Ban 
University, describing tiie 
significance of the event. 

“A daughter of one king 
can only marry another 
king,” he added. 

Streets surrounding the 
Kiryat Vishnitz synagogue 
were dosed for the cere- 
mony, where thousands of 
men in black bats, long black ; 
coats and slacks — the cus- 
tomary garb of Hasskfic Jews 
— gathered. Men poured 
into the streets, and women 
separately fined the sidewalks ' 
in tbe pouring Tain, unable to 


Other Flights (Termfnai 2) 

1MI Muscat. Dote (GF) 

12=49 Sfaarqah (AH) 

13*8 Riyadh (SV) 

1&15 — Dubai (EK) 

17s99 Doha (07) 

17:90 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

2fcSS Goto CMS) 

ifc20 1 Beirut (ME) 

235 — Istanbul (TIC) 

M:W Amsterdam (KL) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flight* 

(Terminal 1) 

•5s45 Beirut (RJ) 

•7*99 — — Aqaba RJ) 

1*49 .... Aba Dhabi. AT Ain (RJ) 
1W5 ... Amst er dam rWcy fiH) 

II* Momrcal, Toronto (RJ) 

21:99 Romc(RJ) 

IfcS Paris (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

IMI- Lamaca, Athens (RJ) 

IMS-: Cairo WJ) 

■19=45 . — Bahrain. -Dote fell 

2fc39 — ! — -Jeddah (RJ) 

2t25 — ^ — DidmLMuscauRj) 
22:10 Koala Lumper. Jaharta fRJ ) 

«M8 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


•fit-rinto tbeJarge halL - 
•_ Following tbe ceremony, 
some 10,000 invited guests 
made then - way in a convoy of 
basses from the ceremony in 
the Tel Aviv suburb of Bnei 
Brak to tiie reception rite at 
the Park Hayarkon fair 
ground in Td Aviv. 

Two boors after the cere- 
mony, men and women were 
still streaming into tour large 
reception halls filled with 
long rows of tables set with 
-fine sflver and china. 

Two of die halls .were de-' 
sig n aled for men, and two for 
women because hasskfic rdi-> 
gkras law does not permit 
men and women to interact 
unless they are married. 

Tbe men were served wine 
with their food, while tbe 
women’s halls contained 
floor to ceiling closed-circuit 
tele virion screens to eaabfe 
them to watch ’ the main 
celebrations when the men 
dance around the groom. 

- Long, braided loaves of 
chala, cu bread, shaped in the 
form of fish symbolic of tiie 
current Jewish month of 
Adar, . were ' placed at the 
groom’s table. Horse and car- 
riage sculptures, carved out 
of chocolate, graced the 
women’s halls. 

The bride and groom, who 
met three times before the 
wedding and have not seen 
each other for rune months, 
did not join their guests for 
dinner, but rather dined 
alone. They made an entr- 
ance later in the evening, awH 
the dancing continued until 
4:00 in the mo rning 

The wedding marked the 
first union erf the Vishrutzer 
and Bobover sects. ' 
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QUEEN ALIA REMEMBERED: Today (Thursday) 
marks the 18th anniversary of the death of Queen Alia 
who was killed in a helicopter crash along with 
Minister of Health Mohammad A1 Bashir and other 
officials. The late queen was on her way back to 
Amman after a torn- of southern Jordan which took 
her to AS Tanleh Hospital where she discussed with 
officials there medical services offered by the hospital 
to citizens in the TafBeh Govemorate. Queen Alia, 
who was always a defendant of women’s rights, is the 
mother of Their Royal Highnesses Princess Haya and 
Prince Ala. 


Kabairit S holds talks with envoys 

AMMAN (Petra) — Canada's Ambassador to Jordan 
Andrew Robinson Wednesday visited the Foreign Ministry 
and handed Foreign Minister Abdul Karim Ai Kabariti a 
message expressing the Canadian government’s desire to 
enhance the ties of friendly relations with Jordan. The 
V .ambassador expressed his country's appreciation of the 
Jordanian role in tbe peace-making process and its backing 
of its policies in the region. The Iranian Ambassador to 
Jordan Ahmad Dastmaljian also visited the foreign minis- 
ters and handed him a message from the Iranian govern- 
ment tackling the future relationship between Amman and' 
Tehran; Mr." Kabariti met separately with the 'ambassadors 
of France and Iraq to review Jordan’s relations with their 
countries. 

Srour, PNA speaker confer 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament Saad Hayel Srour conferred in his office 
Wednesday with Salim Aiza'noun, acting speaker of the 
Palestine National Council. They discussed the question of 
promoting Jordan ian-Palestmian cooperation in parliamen- 
tary affairs. 

Jordan, Yemen tackle agricultural ties 

SANAA (Petra) — Jordan’s ambassador to Yemen, Fayez 
Al Rabie’, met in Sanaa Wednesday with Yemen's 
Agriculture Minister Ahmad Al Jabah and discussed 
prospects of bolstering Jordanian-Yemeni cooperation in 
agricultural fields. The Yemeni minister expressed his 
country's appreciation of Jordan’s gift of 10,000 olive 
saplings, which were presented to Yemen, and a desire to 
launch cooperation between agricultural organisations in 
the two countries. He said that Yemen would be willing to 
provide Jordan with coffee trees, which abound in Yemen, 
and would examine a Jordanian request for pahn tree 
saplings to be planted in the palm tree forest in Aqaba. 

Minister, Brazilian envoy discuss ties* 

AMMAN (Petra) — Brazil’s ambassador to Jordan, 
Fernando Silva Alver, Wednesday called on Minister of 
Agriculture Man sour Ben Tarif and discussed prospects of 
cooperation between Brazil and Jordan in agricultural 
fields. The discussion also covered the prospect of increas- 
ing Jordan’s exports of fertilise to Brazil and a visit by 
Brazilian businessmen to Jordan to pave the ground for 
i organising a Brazilian trade fair in Amman. Tbe two sides 
’ discussed a joint agro-industrial project for the production 
of soya oil in Jordan. 

Cultural centre planned for Irbid 

IRBID (Petra) — Irbid Municipality announced Wednes- 
day that it was embarking on the project of establishing a 
major cultural centre for this northern city. Fayez Abbadi, 
who heads a committee that runs the municipality's affairs, 
said that the cultural centre would be set up in cooperation 
with the Irbid Development Corporation, noting that a 
special committee has been assigned the task of finding a 
suitable site for the projected centre. 

Ramadan charity campaign reaches irbid 

IRBID (J.T.) — The Ramadan charity campaign, which 
was launched by Her Royal Highness Princess Basina, 
eight days ago, reaches the northern city of Irbid Saturday. 
A spokesman for the Queen Alia Fund for Social Develop- 
ment (QAF), which is spearheading the campaign, said 
that 750 boy scouts and girl guides have been registered to 
take part in tbe Irbid region’s campaign. The children, who 
carry collection boxes, will be collecting contributions 
needed to finance QAFs programmes to help the needy 
families in Jordan. 

Tree planting ceremony postponed 

AMMAN (J.T-) — The tree planting ceremony planned 
for Thursday by tbe Royal Society for the Conservation of 
Nature, under the patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
has been postponed due to inclement weather. 

Jordan, Australia discuss relations 

CANBERRA (Petra) — The Jordanian parliamentary 
delegation led by Deputy Taher Al Masn met here 
WeJnesday with Australian Foreign Minister Gaunet Evans 
t Md dSed Jordanian- Australian 
• common concerns. Mr. 
minister ways to promote 

towards the establishment of a just and durable peace, ne 
also outlined to the Australian official the outcome of the 
Arab- Israeli summit meetings and developments m the 
Mr Evans voiced Australia’s backing of 
and desire to bolster Aostraliaa-Jordamaa 

ties. 


2 men die asphyxiated 


By Sana Hnwini 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two people 
died in separate incidents 
Tuesday after inhaling car- 
bon monoxide, Civil Defence. 
Department (CDD) and 
ponce reports said. 

In tbe first incident in 
Ma’an, a 46-year-old man, of 
Egyptian nationality, was 
found dead in his room, a 
police official told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

One of the dead man’s 
fellow employee told police 
that Ibrahim Sa'ad did not 
report to work at a- car 
washing station in Ma’an. 

According to die report, 
some of Sa’ad friends went to 
check on him in his house. 
They broke the door, and 
found him laying on his bed. 

A police official told die 
Jordan limes that prelimin- 
ary investigations indicated 
that the victim had left a 
kerosene stove lit in tbe room 
and went to sleep. 

He said that the body was 
transferred to Al Bashir Hos- 
pital in Amman for an auto- 
psy. 

Also in Zarqa, a 20-year- 
old man died after inhaling 
carbon monoxide from a gas 
stove, CDD reports said. 

Mahmoud Has sari, also 
Egyptian, was taken to Zarqa 
Military Hospital but was de- 


clared dead on arrival. 

The attending doctor as the 
hospital attributed Hassan’s 
death to suffocation. 

Meanwhile, a 4-year-old 
girl was listed in critical con- 
dition after suffering from 
third degree barns Tuesday 
after a gas stove exploded, 
police reports said. 

Tbe mother of the victim, 
identified as A.A.M. told 
police that she heard an ex- 
plosion in the house and 
when she went to check tbe 
matter she saw her child on 
fire. 

Tbe child, who was identi- 
fied only as A. A., was rushed 
to Al Bashir Hospital and 
was listed in critical condi- 
tion. 

Also on Tuesday, a huge 
fire engulfed a used (doth 
shop in Irbid, causing exten- 
sive damage but no injuries, 
CDD reports said. 

A CDD official told the 
Jordan Times Tuesday that 
the cause of the fire was 
unknown. 

“We have sent a team of 
experts to investigate the 
cause of the fire, fait until 
today, we were unable to 
determine the cause of the 
blaze,” the CDD official 
said. 

The official could not give 
an estimate of the losses, but 
said the contents of the huge 
store were totally burnt. 



Lawyer asks court to annul 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty 


AMMAN (AFP) — A Jorda- 
nian lawyer and her mother 
have appealed to the High 
Court of Justice here to annul 
the Israel-Jordan peace trea- 
ty on the grounds that it 
violates the Constitution, leg- 
al officials said Wednesday. 

Muhiba Haddadin and her 
mother Fadda say in their 
appeal that the Oct. 26 treaty 
is unconstitutional because it 
“renonnees an Arab terri- 
tory, Palestine, which is an 
integral part of the Arab Na- 
tion.” 

The two plaintiffs argue 
that Jordan “cannot re- 
nounce Palestine, as the 
Palestinian issue is the re- 
sponsibility of all. Arabs. 1 - * ■ 
■They are ■ basing their 
appeal on an interpretation 
of the first danse of Jordan's 
Constitution, which states: 
“The Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan is an independent, in- 
divisible and inalienable 
Arab state and no part (of its 
territory) can be ceded.” 


However, the assistant 
public prosecutor in the high 
court, Fwad Abu Zina, has 
decided their appeal is not 
admissable in its present 
form. 

Mr. Abu Zina says tbe 
treaty’s constitutional legality 
cannot be questioned be- 
cause it was studied and 
approved by a majority of 
parliamentarians. 

Judicial officials also point 
out that the Jordanian Con- 
stitution makes no mention 
of Palestine as being part of 
its territory. 

In 1988 Kine Hussein 
broke off all legal and admi- 
nistrative ties with the Israeli- 
occupied -West: 'Bank. 'prtP' - 
viously considered as 'Jorda- 
nian territory’ which was cap- 
tured in the 1967'Mhkfle East 
war. 

The assistant public pro- 
secutor has asked the court to 
reject the two women’s 
appeal. No date has been 
fixed for the court’s verdict. 


Japanese thank Jordan for aid 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Japan's 
Prime Minister Tormichi 
Murayama has voiced his 
nation’s appreciation for 
the relief supplies Jordan 
sent last month for the be- 
nefit of tiie victims of the 
earthquake that killed 
more than 5,000 people in 
Japan. 

The Japanese premier's 
appreciation of the Jorda- 
nian stand was contained in 
a message he sent to Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 


Shaker. 

Mr. Murayama said that 
tiie planeload of relief sup- 
plies which came as a gift 
from the Jordanian people 
had left a very positive im- 
pression in the hearts of tiie 
stricken people of Kobe 
and other areas and the 
Japanese people in general. 
He said that tbe gift was 
bound to farther enhance 
tbe friendly relations be- 
tween the Jordanian and 
Japanese people. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify 
tbe listed time and place with tbe concerned institutions. 


FILM 

& FBm entitled “Bird” at tbe American Center on 
Thursday at 230 p.ra. 


PLAYS 

* Play Qn Arabic) entitled “Ye Who Are Hearing” at tbe 
Rqyal Cultural Centre on Thursday at 9:00 pun. 

☆ Play (in Arabic) entitled “The Firefighter” at the Royal 
Cultural Cadre on Thursday at 8:00 pjxu 


Olio RECITAL 

☆ Ond redtal by Khafid Yousef at the Phoenix GaBery for 
Culture and Art on Thursday at 8:00 pjn. 


-fr “Young America” exhibit (with photographs featnrmg 
Americans of afl ages) at the Am erican Coda 1 . 

☆ Exhibition of works by Qasim AI Samir at the Housing 
Bank Complex G&Hery. 

£ Book exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. "Also 
showing another exhibition of Arabic Calligraphy. 

* Exhibition of the works of Lebanese artist Amin Al 
Basba at Darat Al Funun. Abo showmg another exhibi- 
tion entitled “Phase II-Doon and Windows” by Jorda- 
nian artist Gfasda Dabdaleh and works by contemporary 
Arab artists. 

* Educational works depicting the life of “Voltaire” at tiie 
French Cultural Cadre. 

A Ex h ib i ti on of works by Hals Mabayni at tiie Petra 
Inter na tio n al Hold hi Aqaba. 



CROWN PRINCE 
HOSTS 1FTAR: His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan hosted an 
iftar banquet at the 
Army Officers Club here 
Tuesday, attended by 
senior officers from the 
PnbSc Security, General 
Intelligence and Civil De- 
fence departments. In an 
address to tbe geests, 
Prince Hassan. express- 
ed his good wishes on tbe 
holy month to the offic- 
ers and voiced his deep 
sorrow over the death of 


tbe five police officers in 

a road accident Tuesday. 
Tbe Crown Prmee stres- 
sed the need for more 
attention on the drivers’ 
part so as to protect Ira- 
nian life and save the 
conntry from material 
losses. Tbe five police 
officers were kffled and 
nine more were iqjmed 
on the Irbid-Matraq 
road when their vehicle 
collided head on with a 
trailer travelling in the 
opposite direction. 


Crown Prince Hassan 
tackled in his address a 
number of issues of con- 
cern to the Armed Forces 
and the rale.of the Public 
Security Department vis- 
a-vis the recent changes 
and developments in the 
Middle East. The Crown 
Prince emphasised tin 
need for the Armed 
Forces and the three de- 
partments to -interact 
and work together m a 
positive manner in all 
muittm connected with 
the p rotection of jorda- 


wtm pit fall an d the de- 
fence of tire nation a&d 
.its int er est s. Be said that 
the Armed Forces ard 
.the. security services 
together form a great in- 
stitution which wo&ftd en- 
able the country to enter 
the 21st century with 
confidence and renewed 
wffl and enthusiasm to- 
wards construction anti 
progress and to bnffd a 
nation capable of con- 


regkma! and internation- 
al levels. 



A white blanket of snow carers the capital Wednesday, fed e ral , weather wM improve gradaaBy (File pfarfu) 


Weather conditions to improve gradually; 
ministry pledges to open roads soonest 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A snow- 
storm which lashed most 
parts of Jordan Wednesday 
morning blocked roads and 
caused many businesses and 
schools to dose. 

The storm, which affected 
most parts of the eastern 
Mediterranean region, 
spread a white blanket on 
most regions above 800 
metres in the north, central 
and southern regions of the 
Kingdom, according to an 
official from the Department 
of Meteorology. 

The official said that the 
storm, which was accompa- 
nied by gale-force winds was 


expected to dimmish in force 
by Wednesday evening and 
the weather conditions to im- 
prove gradually by Thursday 
morning. 

He stud that cold, wet 
weather conditions are ex- 
pected to continue through 
Thursday, but snowfall w31 
stop as tbe low depression 
will be moving eastward. 

The Civil Defence and 
Public Security deportments 
Wednesday reported the do- 
sore of roads in tbe Shobak- 
Ma’an areas of tbe south and 
die Ajloun-Jerash districts of 
tbe north and warned against 
floods in low-lying regions 


and poor visibility, especially 
in the mount&inoiis regions. 

The official expected 
temperatures to drop to one 
degree centigrade at night 
and to . rise to a maximum of 
seven degrees during the day- 
time, with a further rise m 
temperatures Friday when 
the weather conditions be- 
come more stable but fog will 
persist in the early hours. 

Meanwhile, the Jordan. 
Petroleum Refinery Com- 
pany said Wednesday that it 
was intensifying its oil pro- 
ducts distribution to various 
regions despite the adverse 
weather conditions. 


A company statement said 
that since the start of Rama- 
dan, tbe company distributed 
780 tonnes of gas for cooking 
and heating on a daily basis. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Wednesday visited the cen- 
tral operations room at the 
Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing and was briefed by 
Minister Abdul Razzak En- 
sour and other ministry offi- 
cials on tiie general situation 
on the roads. ! 

- The prime ‘ minister said 
efforts should be exerted for 
the quick opening of roads as 
soon as possible. 


Israel-PLO talks fail 


(Continued 

rule areas, he said: “If there 
was political separation in tbe 
sense of setting up an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state 
with Jerusalem as its capital, 
we would be prepared to 
tolerate anything else for the 
sake of that objective.” 

Mr. Arafat said the Palesti- 
nians could not accept an 
Israeli proposal to change the 
linkage between Palestinian 
elections and the reposition- 
ing of Israeli troops away 
from populated parts of the 
occupied West Bank. 

He said the Israelis had 
proposal Israeli troops mere- 
ly stay in barracks on election 
day, rather than permanently 
shifting to remote areas be- 
fore the elections take place. 

“We cannot agree to it 
because this means that wbo- 
cver was elected would give’ 
legitimacy co the occupa- 
tion,*' he said. 

Mr. Arafat said a four-way 
summit in Cairo last week 
had produced nothing to 
solve the problems between 
Israel and tbe Palestinians. • 

The summit brought 
together Mr. Arafat, Mr. 
Rabin, President Hosni 
Mubarak of Egypt and King 
Hussein. 


from page 1) 

“So far no progress in this 
direction came out of tins 
meeting. There is a meeting 
between me and Rabin 
tomorrow, which we hope 
will push tbe peace process 
forward so that there won’t 
be a setback in tiie whole 
process,” he added. 

“I appeal to U-S. President 
Bill Clinton ... and President 
Mubarak to move quickly to 
save the peace process,” he 
said. 

Mr. Arafat’s spokesman 
Marwan Kanafam said the 
PLO leader would press Mr. 
Rabin on Thursday to set a 
date for an Israeli withdrawal 
on the West Bank and for 
bolding elections. He would 
also urge an end to die crip- 
pling closure of the. territor- 
ies. 

Israeli chief negotiator 
Yod Sfager had- said earlier 
the talks on holding long- 
delayed elections to a self- 
rule council bad achieved 
“very good results.” 

Meanwhile in Gaza, 
Palestinian police staged a 
second swoop on members of 
the Democratic Front for tbe 
Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP) arresting about 40 
more suspects, the group 
said. 


About 100 of the faction's 
militants have been detained 
since it claimed the kflfing of 
an Israeli security guard in 
tiie self-role Gaza Strip on 
Monday. 

Mr. Arafat's police also 
kept up tbe pressure on Isla- 
mic Jihad which carried out a 
January suicide- bombing 
which killed 21 Israelis, sur- 
rounding the offices of a 
weekly paper which supports 
tbe group and taking away 
seven journalists and 
trainees. 

Some 20 Islamic Jihad sus- 
pects, including several lead- 
ers, had already been 
arrested since the bombing. 

Under the accords laun- 
ching Palestinian self-rule last 
May, elections were to doe to 
be held in July but they were 
delayed amid Israeli concerns 
over the safety of 130,000 
settlers if its troops redeploy 
on the West Bank. . 

Dr. ErakaL said the two 
sides had. stombled- over - 
drawing up a list of-tbe ous- 
tanding issues , in cider of 
priority. 

. On Tuesday, the Israelis- 
said they would start drafting 
an agreement on the elec- 
tions for a self rote council, 
which wilJ administer Palesti- 
nian' autonomy in the West 
Bank and Gaza. - 

Bat Mr. Singer said no- 





thing about a troop witb- 
. draws! from tbe West Bank. 
The agreement signed bv 
Israel in the PLO in Septem- 
ber 1993 specific such a with- 
drawal, and PLO leaders 
have repeatedly demand - 
troops pull .oat before the 
elections. 

Bnt tiie Israelis have wa- 
vered because of the attacks. 

Dr. Erekat said the PLO 
will consider an Israeli prop- 
osal for the two sides to meet 
in two weeks in Jericho their 
tidks. 

Meanwhile Mr. Arafat has 
set op a state security court to 
“handle violations of national 
security,” an official said on 
- Wednesday. • 

Colonel Hassan Abu Lib- 
director-general of the 
Pakstinian Authority’s de- 
partment of Justice, said Mr 
Arafat signed a decree on 
Tuesday setting up a state 
security court. 

He said the court will be 
headed and staffed by milit- 
ary personnel yet to be 
named. 

“The president. (Arafat) 
•; issued an order set- 

*“8 “P a state security 

Its role wiH be to 
c ? nfron t all cases of viola- 

S^t?Li iationa} scanty 
which threaten the safety and 

of <w country.’* 
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Japanese premier 
im quit over quake response 


«OKYO (R) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
jViurayama said Wednesday 
would not step down to 
take responsibility over his 
government’s bungled re- 
sponse to the Jan. 17 eanh- 
ouake which devastated the 
sort city of Kobe. 

“I am not considering a 
r^ass cabinet resignation.” 
Mr. Murayama said during 
2 J) exhuasting day-long ses- 
sion of post-earthquake mea- 
sures in parliament's upper 
house. 

The remarks came as the 
opposition was sharpening its 
knives for a showdown with 
the Murayama government. 

“The Kobe earthquake 
was a man-made disaster.” 
former prime Minister Mori- 
hiro Hosokawa told a meet- 
ing of his opposition New 
Frontier Party (NFP). “We 
must demand he take politic- 
al responsibility.” 

NFP officials said they 
were discussing a proposal' 
for the government to re- 
draft the state budget for the 
next fiscal year beginning in 
April to take into account 
earthquake measures. 

But Finance Minister 
Masayoshi Takemura told 


the upper house it was im- 
possible to re-draft the 
budget bill at this stage be- 
cause such a process would 
take months. 

The NFP also submitted a 
vote of no-conficence against 
the Socialist prime minister, 
party officials said. 

Soon after the earthquake. 
NFP chief Toshild Kami said 
he had no plans to submit a 
no-confidence motion, but 
retracted the remark on pro- 
tests from hardliners in his 
party. 

Mr. Murayama's three-way 
coalition has only a thin 
majority in parliament be- 
cause of perrenial squabbles 
within his own Socialist Par- 
ty- 

Mr. Murayama has come 
under fire for not quickly 
sending help to contain dam- 
age from the earthquake, 
Japan's worst natural disaster 
since the 1923 great Kanto 
earthquake which killed 

140,000 people in Tokyo and 
Yokohama. 

The death toll from the 
.Kobe earthquake stood at 
5,290, with 26,815 people in- 
jured, national police said 
Wednesday. 

The shallow “direct hit" 



tremor destroyed some 

100.000 homes and 50,000 
other buildings. More than 

220.000 refugees are still 
stranded in cold and crowded 
evacuation centres. 

The devastation in Kobe 
swept away myths that 
Japanese cities were 
earthquake-proof and ex- 
posed huge gaps in emergen- 
cy disaster relief measures orf 
the part of both central and 
local governments. 

“Don’t you feel a little 
remorse for not being able to 
limit the damage?" veteran 
lawmaker Eichi Nakamura of 
the Hesei-Kai. an NFP ally, 
asked Mr.Murayama. “One 
estimate says that if you were 
fast, the death toll would 
have stopped at 3.500.” 

“I must humbly listen to 
criticisms (of tardiness) and 1 
do recognise the weight of 
the issue.” Mr. Murayama 
said in reply. 

“That’s why we must first 
carry out reconstruction and 
then complete the establish- 
ment of swift disaster re- 
sponse systems,” he added. 

Many ruling coalition law- 
makers spoke out in Mr. 
Murayama’s defence, saying 
the bungling was a result of 


Hamos: Chinese troops occupying 
Philippine reef in Spratly Islands 


MANILA (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos said 
Wednesday he would lodge a 
protest with Beijing after the 
discovery of Chinese 
varships and structures on a 
. ral reef claimed by the 
?nilippines in the dispute 
Spratly Islands. 

However, the Chinese 
embassy spokesman here. 
Deng Xijun, insisted that the 
structures were merely to 
shelter Chinese fishermen 
and denied earlier reports 
:hat a group of Filipino 
fishermen were held by 
Chinese troops in the area 
iast month. 

Gen. Ramos said that "the 
Department of National De- 
fence has verified that vessels 
from the People's Republic 
of China are presently in the 
vicinity of Panganiban Reef 
in the Kalayaan Island 
Group." 

"Certain structures have 
also been built on Pangani- 
ban Reef and we have pic- 


tures of this." he said in his 
weekly news conference, re- 
ferring to reefs claimed by 
the Philippines. 

He said Manila "views 
these actions taken by ele- 
ments identified with the 
People’s Republic of China 
as inconsistent with interna- 
tional law and the spirit and 
intent of the 1992 Manila 
ASEAN declaration on the 
South China Sea.” 

Gen. Ramos said the Phi- 
lippine Department of Fore- 
ign Affairs (DfA) had 
already submitted a "very 
firm aide memoire" to the 
Chinese ambassador in Man- 
ila before the filing of a for- 
mal protest.' 

Mr. Deng admitted receiv- 
ing the aide memoire. but 
said the buildings were “shel- 
ter structures for fishing ves- 
sels set up on Mischief Shoal 
by China’s local fishing admi- 
nistrative department." 

The Manila declaration 
was signed by the Association 


of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) as well as China 
and other Spradys claimants 
adhering to joint develop- 
ment in the area and peaceful 
dialogue to solve the dispute. 

Mr. Ramos said the Philip- 
pines also “has reason to 
believe" claims by a group of 
Filipino fishermen, who said 
they were detained by 
Chinese troops on a shoal in 
the area for erne week last 
month. 

Mr. Deng said the Chinese 
Navy “never detained fisher- 
men in the waters in Nansha 
Islands for established a nav- 
al base in Mischief Shoal.” 

The Spratlys — or Nanaha 
Islands as China refers to 
them —are a string of small . 
islands in the South China 
Sea, being claimed in whole 
or in part fey ASEAN mem- 
bers Brunei, Malaysia and 
the Philippines, as well as by 
China, Vietnam and Taiwan. 
ASEAN also groups Indone- 
sia, Thailand and Singapore. 
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Crawford during the af te rnoon 
in the OJ. Shnpsnn double 


murdered (AFP photo) 


Nicole Simpson’s neighbour tells of 
dog’s plaintive howl in the night 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A turn to his estate, dean up a lost pair of glasses that 1< 
dog howled mournfully into and climb into a limousine for Mr. Goldman to his deat 
the night the evening Nicole the airport just after 11 p.m. and began to cry when pr 
Brown Simpson was slain, a be was beaded for Chicago secutor Marcia Clark showi 
neighbour recalled as pro- on a business trip. black slacks and a white dm 

secutors in the OJ. Simpson The defence has said Simp- shirt. 


secutors in the OJ. Simpson 
case tried to pinpoint for the 
jurors the time of two bloody 
murders. 

With no known witnesses 
to the slayings of Ms. Simp- 
son and her friend Ronald 
Goldman, and in a case 
where minutes are crudal, 
prosecutor Marcia Clark 
Tuesday called to die stand 
Pablo Fenjves, who heard a 
dog’s “plaintive wail” as he 
watched the 10 o'clock news 
June 12. 

Mr. Fenjves. whose home 
is across an alley from Ms. 
Simpson’s, said he beard the 
barking coming from the area 
of her condo about 15 to 20 
minutes into the newscast. 

“It sounded like a very 
unhappy animal,” said Mr. 

Fenjves, who like most of the . 

day’s witnesses had testified 
last summer at Simpson’s 
preliminary hearing. 

prosecutors contend the 
barking came from Ms. Simp- 
son’s Akita, which left 
bloody pawprints around the 
murder scene. 

The timing fa important: 
Prosecutors contend Simpson 
tilled the victims about 10:15 
p.m., giving him time to re- 


tain to his estate, dean up 
and climb into a limousine for 
the airport just after 11 p.m. 
be was beaded for Chuago 
on a business trip. 

The defence has said Simp- 
son was practicing his golf 
swing in his yard when the 
slayings occurred. 

Simpson, 47, is the most 
prominent American accused 
of murder in recent years. 
His trial has riveted the 
American public, who recall 
his college and professional 
football exploits and work as 
an actor and television sports 
commentator. Simpson has 
pleaded innocent. 

Mr. Fenjves said that after 
hearing the dog’s wails, he 
went downstairs to work in 
his soundproof office. When 
he returned to his bedroom at 
11 p.m., be said, he could still 
hear die barking. He said the 
dog may have been walling 
when he fell asleep about 
11:20 or 11:30. 

Prosecutors also sought to 
e stablish a timeline for mur- 
der by cpfimg to the stand 
emp loyees from Mezzahma, 
die restaurant where Gold- 
man worked as a waiter and 
where Ms. Simpson axe her 
final meal hours before their 
slayings, 

Karen Lee Crawford, who 
was working as a manager 
that Sunday night, described 


a lost pair of glasses that led 
Mr. Goldman to his death, 
and began to cry when pro- 
secutor Marcia Clark showed 
black slacks and a white dress 
shirt. 

“It’s Ron’s shirt and 
pants,” Ms. Crawford said. 

In the audience, Mr. Gold- 
man’s stepmother and sister 
also broke into tears. 

Ms. Crawford said she re- 
ceived a call at about 9:37 
p.m. on June 12 from Ms. 
Simpson’s mother asking ab- 
out her glasses, which she 
had dropped in the gutter 
outside. Ms. Crawford said 
she put die glasses in a white 
envelope, marked it “Nicole 
Simpson prescription glas- 
ses" and sealed it. 

Less than 10 minutes later, 
Ms. Simpson called and 
asked to talk to Mr. Gold- 
man, Ms. Crawford said. A 
few minutes later, Mr. Gold- 
man asked Ms. Crawford to 
give him the glasses, she said. 
Ms. Simpson’s condo is about 
a 10-minute walk from Mez- 
Tahpia- 

“He told me be was going 
to drop the glasses off at 
Nicole’s," Ms. Crawford 
said. “He left at about 10 
minutes to 10. 

The anonymous, 12-person 
jury now has nine blacks, one 
white and two mixecLrace 
members. 


the complacency of genera- 
tions of politicians and 
bureaucrats since World War 

n. 

Last Sunday, the be- 
leaguered Murayama was 
given more bad news. 

The NFP candidate for the 
governor of northern Aomori 
Prefecture defeated the 
favoured candidate from the 
Liberal Democratic Party, 
Mr. Murayama’s main part- 
ner in the ruling coalition. 

Mr. Murayama faces uni- 
fied local polls in April, the 
first real electoral test for his 
government. Before that, he 
must seek parliamentary 
approval of the state budget 
and at least two sup- 
plementary budgets for re- 
construction. 

A minor earthquake 
measuring 3.4 on the open- 
ended Richter Scale jolted 
Kobe and its vicinity in west- 
ern Japan Wednesday, the 
Meteorological Agency said. 

It was the Latest in a series 
of aftershocks following the 
Jan. 17 tremblor in the Kobe 
area. 

Police said there were no 
reports of injuries or proper- 
ty damage from Wednesday's 
tremor. 


Burmese 
troops 
pound 
rebel base 

BANGKOK (AFP) — Karen 
rebel forces entrenched at 
their Kawmoora Base were 
pounded by Burmese artil- 
lery overnight prior to an 
infantry assault early 
Wednesday, Karen sources 
said. 

“The shelling resumed at 
eight o’clock (Tuesday) night 
and went on all night,'* said a 
Karen source reached by 
telephone in the Thai town of 
Mae Sot near the Burmese 
border, close to Kawmoora. 

The source said there were 
-“between 300 and 400 explo- 
sions in one hour." _ ... 

‘ “It waS'jaot like the^ other 
"nights, it** was manyV many 
shells, not sporadically, but 
continuously." 

Thai police in Mae Sot 
confirmed the bombardment 
of the camp, defended by an 
estimated 800 Karens, was 
particularly violent. 

Another Karen source con- 
tacted in the town said Bur- 
mese forces “launched a 
ground attack this morning at 
7:30, but they could not get 
dose to the front lines, they 
had to go back.” 

“We heard a lot of gun- 
fights and heavy machine- 
guns firing," the source said 
without giving any details on 
casualties. 

The Kawmoora camp is the 
main base remaining in the 
hands of the Karen rebels 
since Burmese forces overran 
their main headquarters at 
Maneiplaw on Jan. 27, about - 
150 kilometres (94 miles) 
farther north. 

Well defended by bunkers 
and machine gun nests, Kaw- 
moora was attacked unsuc- 
cessfully in 1992 by govern- 
ment forces which incurred 
heavy losses. 

Meanwhile, on the north- 
ern front, around 50 
kilometres north of Man- 
erplaw, three government 
bataOkms — about 1,500 men 
— threatened the student re- 
bel base at Dagwin, a spokes- 
man for the Burmese stu- 
dents said from the border. 


A Hartfn-Pnsan container ship b after the fire ripped through the container ship 

on fire in a shipyard in Pusan. Workers were cmieully under repair i® the soother® sfeq*- 
bjOed and one person was nn acc o mit ed for yard (AFP photo) 

S. Korean ship fire toll rises to 19 


SEOUL (R) — The death 
toll from a fire in a South 
Korean shipyard rose to 19 
Wednesday bat seven 
seriously injured workers 
were likely to survive, a ship- 
yard spokesman said. 

Fire broke out in the en- 
gine room of a container ship 
owned by Sooth Korea's 
Han jin Shipping in the repair 
yard of an affiliate in the 
southern port of Pusan Tues- 
day. 

“A rescue team found one 
more body in the ship over- 
night. All 19 workers have 
now been identified,” the 


spokesman said. All were 
South Koreans. 

He said the seven workers 
reported to be in critical con- 
dition Tuesday appeared 
more stable now. “Doctors 
said no one was in danger of 
losing their life.” 

Police investigators said oO 
that spilled out of a fuel tank 
in the endue room may have 
caused the fire aboard the 
17,682-tonne Han jin Busan. 1 

“We are still investigating 
the cause of the fire, but it 
appears that oil accidentally 
spilled through a manhole of 


the fuel tank in the engine 
room,” a police officer said: 
He said workers were 
welcKng below. the tank. - 

A shipyard worker at the 
scene said be heard a loud 
bang shortly after he saw 
smoke coming out of the 


- The labour union at the 
Hanjin Heavy Industries 
Shipyard accused die com- 
pany of falling to dew the 
ship properly before it mi- 
tered dry dock. Repair work 
started Monday, the Hanjin 
spokesman said. 


Diana wins settlement over photos 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Princess Diana won an out- 
of-court settlement Wednes- 
day over “peeping tom" 
photographs of her working 
out in a gym just five days 
before the case was due in 
court. 

Princess Diana won an 
apology from gym owner 
Bryce Taylor ana die Mirror 
Group newspapers, as well as 
a guarantee the photographs 
would never be used again. 

Mir. Taylor’s fee — he 
hoped to earn £1 million 
($1.56 mfilion) from worl- 
dwide rights — will be don- 
ated to charity. 

Princess Diana, one of the 
world’s mod photographed 
women, was 'enraged by his 
invasion of her privacy and 
quite ready to free cross- 
examination in court, die first 
time a member of die royal 
family would have given evi- 
dence since 1981. 

News of the settlement 
broke in a fax from her Lon- 
don solicitors during the 
night as the popular princess 
was touring Japan. 

“It’s been settled and we’re 
pleased,” her press secretary 


told reporters in Tokyo with 
a grin on his face after Prin- 
cess Diana’s moral victory 
over the voracious tabloid 


“Her Royal Highness is 
pleased that her determined 
stance in defence of her right 
to privacy has been so com- 
pletely vindicated,” her 
lawyers* statement added. 

Mr. Taylor, who was ex- 
pected to fly over from Auck- 
land in New Zealand for the 
case starting Monday, de- 
clined to comment. 

Mr. Taylor’s common-law 
wife, Lesley Scott, would 
only confirm that a settle- 
ment had been agreed. 

Mr. Taylor took the photos 
with a hidden- ‘camera at the 
LA Fitness Club in London. 
They were printed in Novem- 
ber 1993, shortly before Prin- 
cess Diana announced she 
was withdrawing from public 
life because of press intru- 
sion. 

Meanwhile Pr i ncess Diana 
met her Japanese counterpart 
Grown Princess Masako for 
the first time Wednesday, 
providing a photo-call for the 
many fans of the royal and 


imperial families here. 

The Princess of Wales, on 
the third day of her four-day 
unofficial tnp to Japan, vi- 
sited Crown Wince Narubito 
and his wife at their resi- 
dence, Toga Palace in 
Tokyo, before going on to a 
tea party hosted by Emperor 
Akihi to and Empress Michi- 
ko in the imperial palace. 

The. two princesses wore 
almost matching blue suits as 
they greeted each other with 
full smiles on their feces. . 

The 33-year-old Princess 
Diana amd Princess Masako, 
31, have drawn almost inevit- 
able comparison, despite the 
differences in backgrounds 
and lifestyles. 

Princess Diana, who is , 
here for charity purposes, vi- 
sited two welfare facilities — 
a rehabilitation centre for 
mental patients and a day 
care centre for handicapped 
children — earlier in the day. 

As she walked out of the 
Umeda Akebono Gakuen 
Day Care Centre in eastern 
Tokyo, she was met with an 
ever-growing crowd of an 
es t i m a t ed 2,000 admirers. 



Princess Diana (left) receives a basket at visit at a modal health centre in Tokyo 
cookies from Yridko Tokita (right) after her Wednesday (AFP photo) 


Gen. Powell again keeps them guessing about his plans 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
First came what the man in 
the audience described as a 
strictly military question. 
“Good,” said the guest of 
honour. But the next person 
to reach the microphone 
couldn’t resist: “Will you run 
for president?” 

Just another day in die life 
of Colin Powell, retired U.S. 
army general, fulltime 
spouse, aspiring author, part- 
time lecturer — and central 
player in one of the United, 
States* more intriguing poli- 
tical sagas. 

Fielding questions after a 
Monday night speech, Gen. 
Powell said he’d much rather 
be president than a presiden- 
tial candidate, given the 
rigours and scrutiny of modem 
campaigns. 

But before one interprets 
that as reluctance to run, 
Gen. Powell suggests it 
“might be entertaining to 
have an independent person 
in 1996 to throw some more 
fun into the game.” 

Just don't assume he plans 
to be that candidate. 

“There is no particular pas- 
sion m vat for politics,” Gen. 
Powell said, “but I don’t feel 
any need to rule it out.” 


Of course, many Amer- 
icans would love to know the 
answer.. 

Two' unauthorised “draft 
Powell" committees are reg- 
istered with the Federal Elec- 
tion Commission. Another 
claims already to have coor- 
dinators in almost two dozen 
states. 

Then there’s the handful of 
candidates already seeking 
the 1996 Republican nomina- 
tion. Gen. Powell easily 
scores higher than any of 
them In opinion polls, a testa- 
ment to his remarkable pub-. 
Sc image and, perhaps, to his 
silence on a host of divisive 


Sen, Bob Dole, majority 
leader in the U.S. Senate, is 
quick to say yes when asked if 
Gen. Powell would make his 
Ust of potential vice presiden- 
tial running mates. 

Sen. Dole said at the 
weekend that he met with 
Gen. Powell recently but 
didn’t ask him about the No.- 
slot — or whether he’s a 
Republican, for that matter. 
But Sen. Dole chadded and 
said Gen. Powell knows a 
good deal about recent polls: 
“He knew he was running 
ahead of me.*’ 


President Bill Clinton 
wouldn’t mind knowing Gen. 
Powell’s plans, either. His 
1996 re-election odds are 
long to begin with, never 
mind the prospect of having a 
bona fide American hero 
somewhere on the Republi- 
can ticket or mounting a se- 
rious independent run. 

Gen. Powell’s last military 
job, which brought him fame 
around the world, was as 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff during the 1991 Golf 
War. 

He won't come right out and 
say so, hot it appears tmfikeiy 
he wifi enter the 1996 primar- 
ies leading to the November 
elections. 

The first draft of his book 
is due at the publisher in a 
month. After its publication 
in September, he’s commit- 
ted to a promotional tom to 
take him dose to the holi- 
days. 

The .on of Jamaican im- 
migrants, Gen. Powell was 
born in New York City and 
credits the 1964 Qvii Rights 
Act for helping him rise 
through the military hwIm 
P erhaps a dne to whether he 
will seek elective office, 
however, is his expressed* 


worry that race relations are 
“starting to slip” in the Un- 
ited States. 

Republican jtollster Bill 
McJnturff said Gen. Powell is 
running out of time even to 
enter primaries, let alone set 
out on an independent bid. 
Both require huge amounts 
of money and an organisation 
big enough to qualify to go on 
the ballot. 

Gen. Powell doesn’t seem 
the type to be rushed. 

For all his jokes about his 
wife, Alma, ordering him to 
fix dogged drains and refus- 
ing to make bis lunch, Gen. 
Powell, 57, appears to. be 
very much enjoying retire- 
ment and in no hurry to 
fijgure out his political alle- 
giances. 

• 

“Tm still developing a poe- 
tical philosophy, he. said 


has verted m. the past for 
Democrats and Republicans 
and is comfortable as an inde- 
pendent. - . • 

“I don’t know if it would 
ever fit either of the two 
parties,” Gen. Powell, said. 
Z T checked the constitution 
— you don’t have to bekme 
to a party.” 


PARIS (AFP) — 

fivemouiifem-<dfe^cra^ n 
cleaning up the Eiffel Tower, 

^ ropes mdbai ng«s» 
<rive the monument its l/ni 
facelift since it was bum m 
1889. The climbers will use 
more than 60 tonnes of aim- 
rust and “Eiffel Tower 
brown” paint and the opera- 
tion wiU take 14 montte at a 

cost of 20 million franjs 
(around $4 million), said 
Christian Maresquier, 

' di rector -general of the firm 
that runs the tourist attrac-* 
tion; They will first strip the 

200.000 square metre (2.15 
znfilioa square feet) of girders 
and struts, using water and 
grinders to eliminate rust 
points. The climbers, who 
will be able to dip on toa 
net w ork -of 50 kilometres (30 
miles) of steel cables tied to 
dm structure, will be paid a 
bonus for finding rust points 

-m inaccessible places. 

Egypt has one 
belly dancer 
for every 5,000 
Inhabitants 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt has 
mie belly dancer for every 

5.000 inhabitants and they 
contributed $14.7 milli on to 
Che tax coffers last year, the 
weekly Sabah El Kheir said. 
The weekly, dting tax office 
statistics, said the country 
had 12,000 professional ^ dan- 
cers. The top 100 earn up to 
$4,400 a night, working in 
hotels or at society weddings. 
Atthe otheT endof the scale, 
beginners and less skilled 
dancers are paid between 
$4.5 and $29 a night. 

Student goes , 
to jail for 
stealing a duck 

LAGOS (AFP)— A 17-year- 
old Nigerian student was 
sentenced to a year in jail for 
stealing a dud:, a news agen- 
cy reported- His feathered 
loot in hand, Garba Moham- 
mad was oil his way to a 
--market .when .the owner 
caught up with him and sub- 
dued the accused -thiefrXvitii 
the beJp- of passers-by, a*he 
Nigerian News Agency 
(NAN) reported. Moham- 
mad pleaded guilty before a 
court in the northern state of 
Banchi but' asked for lenien- 
cy, saying it was Ins first 
offense. The judge refused, , 
saying a year belaud ban 
should teach Mohammad a 
lesson. The dock was worth 
the equivalent of $5, the news 
agency said. 

Korean-born 
conductor wins 
French awards 

PARIS (AFP) — Myung- 
Whun Chung, fired last year 
as orchestra conductor at the 
Paris Opera, scooped three 
out of 13 awards Tuesday at 
the French musical equiva- 
lent of the Oscars. An. audi- 
ence of 2,100 of his pcorsin 
the music industry honoured 
! Chung 28 best orchestra con- 
ductor of 1994, as well, as for 
the best classical French re- 
cording and best lyrical pro- 
duction. Chung, born in 
South Korea and now a U.S. 
citizen, was fired from the 
opera last year in a contract 
dispute. 

‘Love’ Is not 
proper telephone 
talk 

L EED S, England (AFP) — 
The northern England city of 
Leeds has instructed ■ muni- 
cip al tel ephone operators not 
to refer to people on the 
phone, as “love,” a common- 
pi ace British diminutive 
judged too familiar for dty 
business. A city spokesman 
said the advisory followed 
complaints from several 
members of the public who 
thought city ope ra t o rs were 
using “too much familiarity" 
on the phone. “As a result we 
have asked them not to say 
Tove' when they feel it could 
offend,” be said. At least one 
operator objected, sa ying - 
“Calling someone ‘love’ is 
not an insult. It’s just the way 
we talk. Preventing us from 
doing it is completely ridicu- 
lous.” 

Sailors Illegally 
‘give away* old 
TNT 

^DIVOSTOK, Russia 
JAP)— - Police seized 35 • 
(77 pounds) of 
TNT m i a car trunk and said 
sailors had illegally given the 
«pwsives away after a night 
°f drinking, the XTAR-TASS 
news agency reported. The 

j^an Far East, along with 
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£*S?> 6r Vialist Jospin bounces up to trail Balladur 


1 l ‘*6j .IS (R) — Socialist 

p , date Lionel Jospin pul- 

« ^IS f A r^ ito second place behind 

. jvative Prime Minister 

c! ^inc!? n ^iihJfejartl Balladur Wednes- 
u ? , ng 'he fc^nCin the tnn-up to this 
3> v e the ha T\s’s F ^ en< * presidential 


Peru rejects Ecuador proposal 


iS8§ JJhce if** u ; lt Mr. Jospin* chosen at 
^Ore th " e dimh^ It weekend, has failed to 
rust S V .centre-left Radicals be- 


1 ust af r: wj t(w \ .cenac-icii xwuivoia wc- 
brotyj,** 'tiff'" 1 ® him- 
lion w,i« pa ' n t aiJ e ! lc conservative premier, 
cost n favourite in 

far r JL1 ‘ l 20 W h!^ion polls, officially 
C h s nd *4 miSVoDosd his candidacy last 
dire ’ 5l!an it for the April 23-May 7 

that l? r ~B er *eral /.^Orlon. 
l : o- > s the J* ^ rst opi™ 011 poll since 
win « n, i austere fonner education 
^ square nr!l setter was picked by the 
" : K ’ n iqua rp , Itl %' lists showed him elbow- 
i-inj SlpJts - uJ?^"t ;js5de Paris Mayor Jac ' 

s* -ndcr, »ju' Chirac, Mr. Balladur’s 
The felidw-Gauliist rival, 

2‘ h- sole .dropped to third place. 

n*ru 0r |; ^ o chp . - r _ Jospin’s rapid rise, in a 

[ rj:C - 1 «f siLi Si poU for *« *Uy Le 

‘ “ e "ructn r « faen, could simply reflect 
pollsters dub a 
:r - rug . mce” from a weekend of 

e J 0 e place* isc media coverage of his 
Egypt hfle ination. 

haH„ j 05 Oflg it if confirmed, the trend 
z ^ '*3 Qancer Id mnj *1*® May 7 run-off 
for evepuSft hno a Balladur-Jospin 
'MJQfl esu Leftist contenders 
s 1 ® Oltantg previously been tipped to 

■ . !r , _ at the first April 23 hur- 

l ;;-'mOi AFp , ^ 

^Ily dancer j^ne poll credited Mr. Bal- 
1 !n habhan,< , *J with 28 per cent in the 
514 7 ^ round among a field of 
- tis coffe Pj jL** candidates. Mr. Jospin 
Sabah Pji-i f 'ild get 20 per cent and 
: ne ttecklv. ri,h,„ 5 - Chirac 18 per cent. 

• 'a’!5ijcv. saia ^ Ii?,i .said Mr. Balladur would 
i2.l>J0 Drof« 6 cither Mr. Jospin or 
The i iin Chirac with more than 60 
--L^X 1 a niehi :ar ”- cent of the vote in the 
hotr.t oratw!’ to succeed Socialist 
A: *r= Cadent Francois Mitter- 

- esmner ani Bnt the P° H said that 45 
jar.:e-v d “s 1 cent of voters could still 

U :• and SN ** minds - 

~ £ n p. he heartening news for 



French Communist Party candidate for the 
presidential elections Robert Hue receives a 
warm embrace from a sympathiser during a 


fMnpaipi stop in Bordeaux, southwest France 
(AFP photo) 


:°r every 5 
habitant! 


3=31 IGr heal group, who include 
SX£2iin'*9d,.ii irimsatic businessman- 
* 8 3 uUCk itician Bernard Tapie, to 
•_ vG< k j-p . .re behind him. 

~ • ■’ ,'^" rF, ‘" ^ : fhe group’s leadership re- 
.HVf 3 slMeB *d to endorse Mr. Jospin, 

- • -• - w a verm l 


and Radical leader Jean- 
Francois Hory told RTL 
Radio that it would be up to 
party members at a Feb. 26 
congress to decide whether to 
back Mr. Jospin or field their 
own candidate. 

Senior Radicals tipped Mr. 
Hory himself as a possible 
candidate. 

Mr. Tapie, who boosted 
the Radicals to 12.5 per cent 
in European elections last 
June, was more conciliatory. 

He said the left needed a 
“unity candidate" and he 
hoped Mr. Jospin could play 
that role, but only on condi- 
tion the Socialist accepted 
part of the Radicals' plat- 
form. 

“At the end of the day we 
need a candidate for the left. 
But radical party-members 
mustn't feel they have been 
cuckolded,** Mr. Tapie said 
in typically garrulous style. 

The popular Tapie, who 
has been declared bankrupt 
and banned from holding 
public office, ruled out stand- 
ing for the presidency. 
Analysts said any other 


Radical candidate would be 
unlikely to achieve even 10 
per cent of the vote. 

The Radicals* cold- 
shouldering of Mr. Jospin 
was the first hiccup in his 
strategy of uniting both the 
faction-ridden Socialists and 
other left-wing forces includ- 
ing the Ecologists. The 
Socialists had put on a rare 
show of unity to back Mr. 
Jospin. 

Mr. Jospin's climb in the 
popularity stakes and the 
spectre of failing to reach the 
run-off prompted Mr. Chirac 
to train his guns on the 
Socialist. 

“The left-right debate is no 
longer on the agenda," Mr. 
Chirac said on a tour of the 
wealthy Yvelines area west of 
Paris, insisting the real choice 
facing France was between 
himself and Mr. Balladur, or 
what be called reform and 
standing still. 

But Defence Minister 
Francois Leotard, a Balladur 
supporter, said the contest 
was between the prime min- 
mister and Mr. Jospin. 


“1 believe the debate that 
will gradually impose itself in 
the campaign is between 
Lionel Jospin and Edouard 
Balladur,*' he told the news- 
paper Le Monde. 

"The other contest, be- 
tween Mr. Chirac 3nd Mr. 
Balladur ... only has a tactical 
interest." he said. 

Meanwhile former Presi- 
dent Valery Giscard D’Es- 
taing is considering standing 
in French presidential elec- 
tions, one of his supporters. 
Housing Minister Herve De 
Charette. said Wednesday. 

“Giscard is today thinking, 
looking, listening, holding 
consultations," Mr. Charette 
said on French radio. 

The 69-vear-old former 
president would be the 11th 
candidate in the first round 
on April 23. All but the two 
best-placed are eliminated 
for the second round on May 
7. 

Mr. Giscard D’Estaing. 
who was president from 1974 
to 1981, is head of most of its 
members support the can- 
didacy of Mr. Balladur. 


; ^'"sRA denies planting bomb in Northern Ireland 

OartidSttpAST (R) — A power- 


:r.-. accused Sinn Fein, denied the 
" - .T-.-r -tiMr Jhablicaa guerrilla group was 
‘ : r : i a r. Vw; AiiKywnsible. 

'V-'> rer?ra Vte-'Smn Fein believes that 
- -- ?!raoeo bmjhbs incident is not the re- 
-T. -r. -j; nomas sansibility of the IRA,” the 
H .:;h; tj: askalbbity*s Northern Ireland 
r. . 2 n ra fe airman, Mttchel McLaugh- 

-.r-i tne ludsisu. said in a statement. 

..... beto “Whoever planted last 

’I ■ ^ device is not involved 

. . . ’ " -r P "j» jurt raithe peace process and does 
• jcr.ofSs.BCt want it to succeed,” he 
d. 

He was reacting to state- 
</xrp3n-boni aits by Protestant Unionist 
j^fitidans who blamed the 
Conductor VP sh Republican Army- 

STra"i»' & i awaflfe for the incident, 
rren„n w „ attemp , u, 

. . ^ . . rp) „ pressure on. Britain to 

fired concessions in a year- 

" V. . ■ 

Magumis, secunty 
^ , T = :‘ J .', r T^‘kesraan for the Ulster Un- 
j ^ , ;; ist Party (UUP), dismis- 


attempted bombing was the 
work of breakway IRA fac- 
tions unhappy with the pace 
of the peace process since 
their Sept 1 ceasefire last 
year. 

“The IRA is systematically 
using intimidation in order to 
signal its ability to resume 
its terrorist campaign and ex- 
tract a further series of con- 
cessions,” he said. 

It was the second bomb 
defused using the IRA's hall- 
mark semtex explosive since 
the IRA and its Protestant 
loyalist foes declared cease- 
fires last year to enter politic- 
al talks. 

No group immediately 
claimed responsibility for 
planting the device, which 
was left at the entrance to a 
shopping centre and con- 
tained 500 grammes (one 
pound) of the powerful sem- 
tex. 

A similar bomb was found 
in Enniskillen, in December. 


Tuesday saying the bomb 
would go off in 30 minutes 
but army experts made it safe 
with a series of small, con- 
tained explosions. 

Security forces evacuated 

scores of people from Newry, 
scene of frequent IRA 
attacks over the past two 
decades. 

Protestant loyalist guerril- 
las are also known to have 
small quantities of the Czech- 
made semtex and used it in 
two attempted bombings in 
Dublin last year. 

The discovery was made 
the day after Irish police said 
they had found 12,000 rounds 
of IRA ammunition hidden 
in boggy ground in the Irish 
Republic 80 kilometres west 
of Dublin. 

Britain says it wants the 
IRA and its loyalist foes to 
surrender or decommission 
their arms before either 
group can be invited to take 
part in new all-party talks on 
a political settlement for 


Northern Ireland. 

But both the IRA and the 
loyalists say they will only 
discuss the surrender of arms 
when progress has been made 
on a settlement and when 
there are signs that Britain 
will free hundreds of prison- 
ers jailed for security off- 
ences. 

British officials have hinted 
that they might soften their 
stand on arms if the guerrillas 
hand over their stocks of 
semtex, which is a difficult 
explosive to store. 

Semtex bombs were used 
to devastare London’s finan- 
cial city district in the 1990s 
and were also used in an 
attack on British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er's cabinet in 1984. 

The Northern Ireland 
peace process is currently 
marking time waiting for Bri- 
tain and Ireland to agree on 
the next constitutional steps 
they might take towards a 
settlement. 


-- ... jsjb' ^ (UUP), rfismis - Police said an anonymous part in new all-party talks on they might take towards 

r'ia-k SBJg g speculation that the caller rang 3t 2130 GMT a political settlement for settlement. 

:4.:'&Mesa brings down Pawlak; left survives intact 

* ‘ B g H Kg g 


■-:?S°^S kR SA w (AFP) — Jozef 
. .. “ • ksy, the former Commun- 

-- >;•>- .lassra framed jjy Poland's ruling 

-.-..-re ini ^ • ^Htion partners to replace 
ne Minister Wlademar 
KjTtfi^l^'Iak, began consultations 
L..V!- *.l. “^Jnesday on forming a new 
jsi rear ’ n 3 Aliment, the Polish News 
ncy (PAP) said. 

. * lr. Oleksy, the current 

jjyg' iS HO 1 iker of parliament from 
*■* toieP*^ formerly communist 

proper r nocralic AlIiance 

i-ajk ty (SLD), met with 

1 v '3ur Minster Leszek Mil- 

• .:"r ; s, nng'^^ Vand a former deputy 
■-T -here Enf 2, i .;c minister in charge of 
. ' X */*£&*, Marek Borowski, 

- • ' f °rf 3 V , was fired by Mr. Pawlak 

1 peopV^year, PAP said. 

' r 1 ' ' .'love.' a . further details were im- 
"British < :ately available. 



and Mr.. Pawlak’s 


Jozef Oleksy (centre), speaker of the lower 
bouse of the Polish .parliament (Sqm) is 
followed by Polish Social Affairs Minister 
Leszek Miller (right) as they arrive for a 
meeting of (he ruling coalition partners in 


Warsaw.' The coalition agreed to appoint Mr. 
Oleksy as the new candidate for prime minis- 
ter to avoid the dissolution of parlaimeot 
threatened by President Lech Walesa (AFP 
photo) 


_r - , * ,-v ■ - p;ia u\nu 

:r,i ?"”■ irtetf [ 7 i ^sa to dissolve parlia- 
- : >r J ' h n rhev^Ljr if the premier did not 

'' • p ,eci® ,, iW i'der pressure from the 


•i .* Lni)^ man ’ Michal Strak, 
• v::c i: ’ s L ‘ * d Wednesday that the 
| hr iations to form a new 
- l\ieQ, would be diffi- 

flWSSf >e PSL will not be an 
'3 SV£? partner for the SLD 

-f \j'T . «*'. nunister than the SLD 

1 . ^ tr Waldemare Pawlak,” 

nlVO^I sf^i-id. 

\~p. — ? °!h Walesa had for weeks 

^ r * Pawla ^'s 
in 3 ?««! ation i complaining that 

1 ■ . U 1 , s^n.T^Hy was blocking free 
reforms. 

Mr. Oleksy was not 
'jgtfin? 'jjetfjjSered Walesa's choice 

, p.icih v ,i»cilt P 1 jorf v 






for the premiership. 

The president had prop- 
osed SLD leader Aleksander 
Kwasniewski — the man tip- 
ped as his strongest rival in 
presidential elections sche- 
duled for November. 

Commentators said Mr. 
Walesa hoped Mr. Kwas- 
niewski's edge in popularity 
polls would be eroded as he 
got bogged down in the nitty- 
gritty decision-making of the 
prime minister's job. 

Mr. Walesa has not yet 
approved the choice of Mr. 
Oleksy as Mr. Pawlak’s suc- 
cessor and his spokesman 
Wednesday said the presi- 
dent would say nothing until 
he had been “officially in- 
formed" of the nomination. 

But the centre-left Gazeta 
Wyborcza newspaper quoted 
sources close to Mr. Walesa 
Wednesday as saying the 


president would not oppose 
Mr. Oleksy. 

Mr. 'Kwasniewski mean- 
while hailed Mr. Oleksy’s 
nomination, in a radio inter- 
view Wednesday, saying it 
proved once again that the 
left “did not want simply to 
hang onto our jobs or prom- 
ote ourselves but to move 
things forward.” 

Mr. Walesa, 51, a fierce 
ami-communisr and former 
leader of the Solidarity trade 
union, has since 1993 been 
forced to rule alongside for- 
mer communists after leftist 
parties returned to power in 
that year's general election. 

He has accused the left — 
notably Mr. Pawlak — of 
delaying market-oriented 
economic reforms set in mo- 
tion after the fall of the old 
Soviet-backed regime in 
Warsaw in 1989. 


But the SLD, which on 
Poland’s political spectrum 
now wears a centre-left social 
democratic mantle, had also 
distanced itself from Mr* 
Pawlak, accusing him of not 
pressing home liberal econo- 
mic reforms. 

The SLD threatened ear- 
lier this week to call a vote of 
no confidence in Mr. Pawlak, 
prompting his derision Tues- 
day to step down. 

Under Polish law, the 
parliamentary majority 
must now file a’ formal cen- 
sure motion against Mr. Paw- 
lak within a week and then 
approve Mr. Oleksy’s 
nomination as prime minis- 
ter. 

Once accepted by the de- 
puties, Mr. Oleksy will have 
21 days to form a government 
that must in turn be approved 
bv Mr. Walesa. 


QUITO (AFP) — Peru re- 
jected an Ecuadoran cease- 
fire peace proposal in its 
nearly two-week border war. 
amid reports that a Peruvian 
plane bombed an Indian vil- 
lage far from the area of 
conflict. 

According to Ecuadoran 
television, the aerial attack 
targeted Ciramenza. some 31 
miles (50 kilometres) from 
the unmarked swathe of 
Amazon jungle both coun- 
tries have been fighting over 
since Jan. 26. No victims 
were reported. 

Peruvian Foreign Minister 
Efrain Goldenberg Tuesday 
said the Ecuador ceasefire 
proposal made during peace 
talks in Rio De Janeiro was 
“absolutely impertinent.” 

Mr. Goldenberg said Lima 
rejected the offer "ipso fac- 
to” because Quito had de- 
manded that it be allowed to 
maintain control of two bor- 
der posts: Tiwinza and Base 
Sur. Peru has claimed control 
of the two posts. 

He stressed, however, that 
“it would be a mistake” to 

Militiamen 
flee as 
Rwandans 
return 


break off peace negotiations, 
adding that he was hopeful 
the border war would end 
quickly so both countries 
could resume their "friendly 
relations.” 

There was no immediate 
reaction from Quito on 
Peru’s rejection of its propos- 
al. although Ecuadoran Pres- 
ident Sixto Ballen-Duran 
stressed earlier in the day 
that the two border posts and 
eight others in the disputed 
jungle a re 2 were inside 
Ecuadoran territory. 

Ecuador's top negotiator. 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Marcelo Fernandez De Cor- 
doba. gave Ecuador's prop- 
osal to mediators from the 
United States, Brazil, Argen- 
tina and Chile in Rio De 
Janeiro late Tuesday. 

“Ecuador’s proposal is a 
big step backward from the 
declaration negotiated in Rio 
De Janeiro between Ecuador 
and the guarantor nations." 
said Peru's top negotiator. 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Eduardo Ponce, referring to 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile and 


the United States. 

The four nations are 
guarantors of a 1942 treaty 
establishing the Pcru- 
Ecuador border. Peruvian 
and Ecuadoran forces have 
been fighting over a 78- 
kilometre (46-mile) un- 
marked stretch of border for 
nearly two weeks. 

On the military from, the 
Ecuadoran high command 
said its forces were holding 
fast to positions in Tiwinza 
and denied reports from 
Lima that they had fallen 
back in fierce fighting. 

"All our positions are un- 
changed and we have success- 
fully repelled all attacks laun- 
ched by Peruvian patrols,” 
the Ecuadoran High Com- 
mand said in a communique. 

Teleamazonas television 
said the Peruvian aerial 
attack on Ciramenza. which 
occurred Monday, was pre- 
ceded by parachute flares 
dropped over the area to 
illuminate the target. 

Witnesses quoted in the 
report said the Peruvian 


plane dropped one bomb and 
st rated the village with 
machinegun fire, destroying 
several trees and leaving a 
gaping hole in the jungle. 

“Our house started to 
tremble and we had no idea 
what was going on." one 
witness told the television 
station. 

No explanation was given 
for the attack on a village so 
far removed from the border 
war — Peru has not con- 
firmed the attack, but the 
mostly indigenous inhabi- 
tants of the are3 are split on 
their allegiance to either Peru 
or Ecuador. 

A large tract of Amazon 
jungle in northeastern Peru 
was occupied during a war 
between the two neighbours 
in 1941 and adjudicated to 
Peru in the Rio Protocol. 

The Ecuadoran president 
said on his return late Tues- 
day from a three-day tour of 
Argentina, Brazil and Chile 
that “our nation is in the 
hands of the four guarantors 
of the Rio Protocol.” 


Elections in India’s richest state 
may decide prime minister’s fate 


home 


NGENDA. Rwanda (R) — 
As U.N. agencies organise 
the return home of Rwandan 
reftigees and close camps for 
the displaced. Hum militia- 
men responsible for genocide 
in Rwanda are heading the 
other way — away from 
Rwanda. 

Officials from the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) said the 
first mission from Burundi, 
ferrying 87 Rwandans Tues- 
day from a refugee camp to 
their homes, was so success- 
ful and another convoy would 
leave Burundi Thursday. 

Peasants and ordinary 
Hutu Rwandans are gradual- 
ly being persuaded to return 
home, despite fear of repris- 
als by the Tutsi-dominated 
government for last year’s 
genocide of up to a million 
people, who were mainly 
Tutsis or their Hutu allies. 

As the convoys start in 
Burundi, the U.N. is closing 
camps in southwest Rwanda 
where Hunts fled from other 
parts of the country, and 
where the notorious Intera- 
hamwe militia established it- 
self after the Hutu-led gov- 
ernment fled last July. 

And in eastern Zaire, 
where more than over a mil- 
lion refugees live in squalour, 
the U.N. expects to deploy 
military advisers this week to 
help the Zairean army im- 
pose order and help repatria- 
tion. 

Officials say that faced 
with a repatriation program- 
me that is finally gaining 
steam, cutting their power 
base of frightened refugees. 
Hutu militiamen are fleeing. 

In southwest Rwanda, 
more than 30,000 displaced 
from two of the biggest 
camps have returned home 
and the camps were dosed. 
But up to 20,000 more moved 
to other sites and as many as 
5,000 others have crossed 
into Burundi. 

‘•They have blood on their 
hands and don’t want to go 
home. But refugees in 
Burundi are largely innocent 
peasants and for them the 
lure of the land is strong,” 
said one U.N. official. 

“It's coming up to planting 
time and they want to get 
home to their crops.” 

”1 am coming back because 
UNHCR have told me it is 
safe.’’ Euphrasie 
Nyirabenda, one of the 67 
who returned from Burundi 
Tuesday, told Reuters. 
“Also, in Magara, I did not 
have enough food and was 
treated badly." 

Shepherded off trucks in- 
side Rwanda, (he group lined 
up with their meagre belong- 
ings — jeny carts, cooking 
pots and bags of clothes — as 
Rwandan troops searched 
them for arms. 

The border procedures 
took two hours. Returnees 
then boarded more trucks 
and drove 20 kilometres 
through desolate countryside 
of untended fields of Ngend3. 
their home commune. 

A U-N. spokesman in 
Geneva incorrectly said 
Tuesday 97 went home. 

UNHCR officials remain 
concerned about the security 
of the returnees but said 
growing international troops 
and monitors and the coop- 
eration of local authorities 
were reassuring. 

Most of the estimated two 
million Rwandans still in 
camps say fear of reprisals 
from Rwanda’s Tutsi- 
dominated army is the main 

S roblem stopping them going 
ome. 


BOMBAY (R) — A major 
Congress Party rival of Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao says any “surprise de- 
feat” for the party in this 
week's assembly polls in 
Maharashtra state could pre- 
cipitate an early general elec- 
tion. 

Maharashtra Chief Minis- 
ter Shared Pawar told Reu- 
ters late Tuesday he was con- 
fident of winning the election 
for the 288-member state 
assembly, defying opinion- 
polls predicting a Congress 
defeat. 

Maharashtra is India's rich- 
est state where Mr. Pawar. 
regarded as a staunchly pro- 
reform leader, is pined again- 
st? a formidable rightwing 
Hindu alliance. 

The state elections Thurs- 
day and Sunday are the latest 
in a series of regional polls 
which began last November 


and end in March. Mr. Rao 
has already lost three out of 
four state polls and faces an 
uphill task in six more, in- 
cluding Maharashtra. 

“Maharashtra’s election is 
very crucial for the Congress 
Party’s future." said Mr. 
Pawar. the only Congress 
leader to have staked a claim 
to the prime minister’s post 
against Mr. Rao, in June 
1991. 

’if anything goes wrong 
here, it will have repercus- 
sions directly in parliament 
and probably there might be 
demand or pressure for early 
elections. 

"It will be really difficult 
for anybody to face this type 
of demands." 

Mr. Pawar, a former 
national defence minister, 
said any further humiliation 
in the regional polls could 
signal serious difficulties for 


Mr. Rao. 

Delhi’s Pioneer newspaper 
Wednesday said an opinion 
poll, conducted by the inde- 
pendent Centre for Media 
Studies for Frontline maga- 
zine, predicted Congress 
would win only 65 to 70 of the 
288 seats in Maharashtra, 
against 141 it took in the last 
election in 199C. 

The poll predi .-ted the Hin- 
du nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and its 
allies the Shiva Sena would 
become the biggest party in 
India’s most industrialised 
state with 125 to 130 seats, up 
from 94 in 1990. 

But a growth in support for 
the leftist Janata Dal and 
independents, predicted to 
rise to between 85 and 100 
from 53 in 1990, would dep- 
rive the BJP of the 145 seats 
needed to rule the state 
alone, the poll indicated. 


Italy’s former Christian Democrats 
propose new ‘centrist’ grouping 


ROME (AFP) — Italy’s for- 
mer Christian Democrats 
have proposed building a new 
“moderate centre" grouping 
to rally broad support in the 
next election, offsetting a 
move for 3 centre-left coali- 
tion that sparked party in- 
fighting. 

"The "national leadership of 
the Italian Popular Party 
(PPI). the former long-ruling 
Christian Democrats deci- 
mated in the cour ry’s 
“clean-hands” corruption 
probe, backed late Tuesday a 
document by its leader Rocco 
Buttiglione, advocating a 
“moderate centre." 

Mr. Buttiglione’s proposal 
said the new “moderate" 
group would be distinct from 


both the fonner communist 
left and the reformed neo- 
fascist right. It also advocated 
an alliance with the centre- 
right Forza Italia party of 
former Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi, who resigned on 
Dec. 22 after his right-wing 
coalition collapsed. 

Leaders from the party’s 
left wing abstained from 
Tuesday night’s vote to avoid 

— at least for the rime being 

— an outright split, party 
sources said. 

They earlier had backed a 
bid by economist Romani 
Prodi, former chairman of 
Italy's giant IRI state holding 
company, who said last week 
said he was ready to head a 
centre-left coalition to chal- 


lenge a centre-right alliance 
led"by Mr. Berlusconi in the 
next general election. 

Mr. Buttiglione sharply 
criticised the left-wing's state- 
ment of support for Mr. Pro- 
di, who was quickly touted in 
the press as the ■"anti- 
Berlusconi" who might be 
the only national figure able 
to win wide-ranging support. 

The PPI’s National Coun- 
cil, the supreme parry organ 
which is broader than the 
national leadership, was to 
meet in' Rome Thursday to 
discuss the moves. 

Before ending the session, 
the PPI left wing won a con- 
cession by getting the lead- 
ership to tone down a state- 
ment on Mr. Prodi. 


Zhirinovsky urges sackings over killing 


MOSCOW (R) — Ultra- 
nationalist leader Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky Wednesday de- 
manded the dismissal of Rus- 
sia’s interior minister and 
parliamentary speaker over 
the kidnap and killing of a 
deputy from his Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDPR). 

Mr. Zhirinovsky told the 
State Duma lower house that 
Interior Minister Viktor 
Yerin and the chamber's 
chairman, Ivan Rybkin, had 
failed to protea Sergei Skor- 
ochkin, a 3 3- year-old deputy 
who was abduaed and shot in 
the head last Thursday. 

The Duma — which 
observed a minute's silence in 
tribute to Mr. Skorochkin — 
was expected tc debate and 
vote on his demands later 
Wednesday. But the govern- 


ment will not be obliged to 
act, whatever the Duma's de- 
cision. 

“It was a purely political 
murder," Mr. Zhirinovsky 
said. “We demand the res- 
ignation of Yerin and Rybkin 
because they did not defend 
the deputy corps." 

Mr. Zhirinovsky said the 
LDPR, which became the 
largest single faction in the 
Duma after elections in 1993, 
would play no role in parlia- 
ment until the two men were 
fired. He has announced 
boycotts before but always 
returned quickly to the cham- 
ber. 

The flamboyant nationalist 
urged the Duma to create a 
security force to protea de- 
puties. 

He also demanded the res- 


ignations of Sergei Yushenk- 
ov, chairman of the Duma's 
Defence Committee. Viktor 
Ilyukhin, head of the Security 
Committee, and Viktor Usti- 
nov. head of the Geopolitical 
committee. 

Mr. Rybkin said last week 
that the Duma's leadership 
had offered protection to Mr. 
Skorochkin, a businessman 
who shot dead a Georgian 
last May whom he said had 
been threatening him. A 
woman passer-by was also 
killed in the shooting. 

Prosecutors ruled he had 
acted in self-defence. Mr. 
Skorochkin said he had been 
attacked by the local mafia 
for refusing to pay proteaion 
money and that he feared for 
his life. 


Taiwan party blasts China offer of talks 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan's rul- 
ing Nationalist Party said 
Wednesday that Beijing's 
latest top-level offer of an 
olive branch was “overbear- 
ing. arrogant and hegemo- 
nic." 

A speech by Chinese Presi- 
dent Jiang Zemin Iasi month 
was a ploy to seduce Taiwan 
into negotiations to further 
Beijing’s aim of “eating up" 
its island rival, 220 kilometres 
from China’s southeast coast, 
a key Nationalist Party report 
said. 

However, the report 
added, Mr Jiang's speech did 
contain some positive 
aspects. It was more flexible 
than previous statements 
from Beijing, it said. 

“The first part (of the 
speech) is overbearing, arro- 
gant and hegemonic." Huang 
Yao-Yu, director general of 
mainland operations for the 
Nationalist Party, said in a 
speech to the party Wednes- 
day. 


“In the end, part of the 
speech is wide-ranging, ur- 
gent and flexible and it con- 
tains several new ideas," Mr. 
Huang added. 

President Lee Teng-Hui, 
who is also chairman of the 
Nationalist Party, said last 
week that Mr. Jiang’s speech 
was “important" but he has 
so far refrained from giving a 
detailed reply. 

Mr. Jiang chose Lunar 
New Year's Eve, a time when 
Chinese reunite with their 
families, to offer talks on 
ending a state of hostility 
with Taiwan and eventually 
reunifying the two rivals. 

But he reiterated that Beij- 
ing still reserves the right to 
use force to prevent Taiwan 
becoming formally indepen- 
dent. 

China and Taiwan have 
been rivals since the 
Nationalists lost the Chinese 
Civil War in 1949 and fled to 
Taiwan. Both sides say they 
want reunification, but each 


on their own terms. 

Booming commercial ties 
since the 1980s have brought 
a thaw in relations and the 
two sides talk regularly 
through quasi-official proxies 
on a range of low-level issues. 

But the Nationalist Party 
report makes clear that 
Taiwan fears entering too 
deeply into negotiations with 
China at this stage. 

“(Jiang’s speech) is to 
seduce the two sides into 
carrying on peaceful 
negoatiations and eat up 
Taiwan," said a copy of the 
report published in evening 
newspapers. 

The report also said that 
the speech was aimed at scar- 
ing Taiwan over the prospect 
of Hong Kong and Macau 
reverting to Beijing's rule in 
1997 and 1999 respectively. 

The switch will mean 
Hong Kong will no longer be 
able to an as the main con- 
duit for Taiwan's indirect 
trade with China. 
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Patrols that go nowhere 

TWO DAYS before Tuesday's tragic accident, in 
which five police officers were killed and nine more 
injured, a hit-and-run trailer driver ran over a 
ten-year old boy crossing a street in Ramtha, MKng 
him instantly. While the two accidents are a grim 
reminder that traffic problems in the country are not 
about to disappear from sight, we should at least 
make an effort to protect pedestrians from being 
easily slaughtered on the roods. i 

Police attribute the Sunday accident to the simple i 
fact that the culprit driver did not yield to the boy's 
pedestrian rights. But this is the easy way of getting 
out of what otherwise is a imyor and common 
problem as Ear as every pedestrian is concerned. The 
root cause lies in the fact that pedestrians in Jordan 
have no rights and their protection does not appear to 
figure highly on the authorities’ list of priorities. 
Schoolchildren, the most vulnerable of afl pedes- 
trians, continue crossing streets with ma ximum risk to 
their lives or limbs, simply because there are no 
sufficient crossing points left for them to use in safety. 
Most countries have what is called zebra lines for 
pedestrians to use and they apply stiff penalties on 
drivers who do not respect thefr sanctity. These states 
will have also provided several safe crossing points for 
children, particularly near and around their schools. 
Why we have not adopted such a sensible policy is a 
puzzle to us, especially when we keep hearing pious 
concerns from the authorities about traffic safety on 
daily basis. School buses still go on dropping off and 
picking up children in the middle of streets with great 
risk to their lives, even when there k plenty of space to 
park vehicles temporarily on the right of the street. 

We think our traffic department should make a 
greater effort and give priority to learning from the 
experiences and practices of others on bow to make 
the life of pedestrians more manageable and safe. As. 
long as we ding to foe practice of “cross at your own 
risk,” there can be no hope for our people to stop foe 
tide of carnage on foe roads. 

His Majesty King Hussein has lent this and other 
traffic problems utmost concern and called personally 
on the Traffic Department and foe whole police force 
to do something meaningful about it, right away. AH 
what we have semi instead is foe frequent stopping of 
cars (particularly those drivers who are violating no 
laws), for routine inspections that amount effectively 
to a harmfol waste of energy and time. The police may 
strongly believe that validity of car and driver licences 
are very important, but we disagree totally that 
checking on them should take place on any occasion 
other than when the law is violated or when there is 
strong suspicion that it may be. Working on building 
a news more civilised culture for safe driving, 
including halting on stop signs for example, should 
top the priorities of the police force. Since that force’s 
time is also precious, most of it should be devoted to 
avoiding serious accidents and tackling real problems 
where they exist. Reducing road accidents require 
re-educating drivers on driving rules and norms. It 
also calls for educating traffic policemen on proper 
administration of traffic laws in accordance with a 
dear list of priorities. The collection of fines is not an 
mid in itself nor should it be made so. We need to 
transcend the stage of handing out parking tickets and 
move towards a more noble task. The mission is to 
protect lives of citizens, save material possessions and 
spare everybody the huge toO on senses and nerves. 


THE EGYPTIAN-JORDANIAN-Palestinian talks in 
Cairo about the return of the Palestinian refugees and 
displaced persons to their homeland in Palestine were 
timely and came to counter Israeli officials* announcements 
recently that 90,000 Jews are expected to emigrate to the 
Jewish state in 1995, according to a writer in A1 Ra’i. 
Ahmad Misleh said the declared commitment on the part 
of the three sides to pursue negotiations with Israel later 
this month over the Palestinians’ right of return reflects 
their determination to abide by the U.N. resolutions in this 
matter, and shows their resolve to exert pressure on the 
Israeli government to implement the Oslo and Cairo 
agreements, which call for Israel’s withdrawal from the 
West Bank and the return of the displaced Arabs. The 
writer said that Israel has committed itself to these terms by 
signing the deal with the Palestinians and through its 
leaders’ statements that they will not suspend the peace 
process despite the suicide bombing attacks and other 
obstacles designed to derail peace plans. Meeting on the 
question of the displaced Palestinians came after the 
summit with the Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin’in 
Cairo, noted the writer, who expressed hope that the 
planned meeting by the four parties later this month would 
witness serious discussion over the method and the 
modalities of the repatriation process, which, he said, is an 
essential element in the peace process. 

THE SO-CALLED security siege imposed by Israel on the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip will not stop bombing and other 
attacks on the occupation forces, but would subject the 
Palestine National Authority (PNA) and the Palestinian 
people to additional pressures, which could trigger more 
acts of violence, said Tareq Masarweh, a columnist in Al 
Ra’i. The Israeli oppressive measures are bound to backfire 
since they would create frustration and despair in the hearts 
of those who back the peace process, he said. How can the 
poorly equipped Palestinian force prevent attacks on the 
Israelis inside areas completely under control by the 
occupation authorities and achieve what the Israeli army 
has failed to accomplish?, asked the writer. He said it is 
inconceivable to see the Palestine National Authority 
providing security for the Israeli society at a time when foe 
occupation is still in place and foe Israeli governments still 
determined to pursue atrocities against the Palestinians. 


The View from Academia 


Picnicking in 


EVEN THOUGH the Jordan Valley has many exceptional 
and even unique features and qualities (such as its special 
location, its rich landscape, its beautiful winter and spring 
climate, its fascinating historic sites, etc.) which make it 
attractive to visitors of all sorts, it has not yet received the 
attention it truly deserves. The facilities for internal 
tourism in particular, especially for weekend outings, are 
extremely lacking. 

On the one hand, we understand perfectly that priority 
ought to be given (and to some extent it is given) to 
farming, since the valley is a major source of most of the 
fruit and vegetables we consume and export. We equally 
understand that we ought to make ample room and spend 
an adequate to amount of money on the water reservoirs 
and projects, which are so vital to us at this moment in 
history and in the future. And we also appreciate highly the 
various fadlities (though few) that have come into being in 
the past decade or so: i.e. the hot springs at North 
Shouneh, the restbouse at Pella, the Dead Sea resthousc. 
the Dead Sea Hotel. 

The point to stress here is two-fold. First of all, the 
Jordan Valley territory is not as large as many think. 
Therefore, we ought to plan carefully the use of every inch 
of it, keeping in mind the needs not only of the present 
generation and the present time but also these of the future 
generations and the future times. Secondly, Jordan's 
financial resources are extremely limited, and they also 
ought to be very carefully planned and spent. We have to 
allocate money according to the priorities which oar 
strategists and planners set for us; first things come first. 

That said, however, I believe that in thinking about our 
plans and in allocating our funds, we have to take into 
account the needs of nearly all Jordanians and all citizens 


from abroad residing for significant periods of time'in the 
Kingdom who seek the Valley for fun- and recreation. We 
do care very much about the quality of the wafer we drink 
and use and about its availability all year round (much of 
which comes from foe Valley reserviours), and we do care 
about the fruit and vegetables which come to us from the 
Valley, especially at times when they cannot be found 
anywhere else in the Kingdom. But we also care about our 
psychological health, sanity and happiness. The aesthetic 
dimension of the Jordan Valley landscape is vital to all of 
us. There is nothing like leaving Amman or Irbid on a dully 
day in winter or spring to enjoy the warmth of the valley; 
there is nothing equal to foe pleasure of a drive late March 
or April from Urn Qais to Alhammeh then to North 
Shouneh; there is nothing equal to the ecstasy one feels 
when one' takes a swim in the Dead Sea one late summer 
afternoon or evening. And a volleyball game, a game of 
backgammon, a barbecue, a cup of Turkish coffee, etc. 

Outings to the Valley have become essential for a 
majority of our population. On most weekends in winter 
and spring, the Valley (from Alhammeh in the north to foe 
Dead Sea and Ghor Alsafi and Ghor Abnazra’ah in the 
South) is packed with people. 

Unfortunately, foe needs of most picnickers are not 
catered for. The needs are numerous, ranging from foe 
essential to the less essential. I wish, however, to raise a 
couple of them. To illustrate these two needs, let's divide 
the Valley into two areas: the first is foe two Sbounehs, the 
second is foe Dead Sea. This is generally what people mean 
when they speak of the Valley. 

As for the Sbounehs, the problem that bothers most 
picnickers most is, believe it or not, lade of space. Most 
areas located between Alhammeh and South Shouneh are 


By AH Ah ontmah 

‘THE BEST way to deal 
with Islamic fundamental- 
ists is to kill them, to hum 
them down, and to assassin- 
ate their leaders.” These 
shocking words were 
ottered in a lecture I 
attended this week at the 
University of Chicago, by 
tiie noted Israeli professor 
of international relations, 
Efraim Inbar of Bar-Dan 
University in Tel Aviv. 

Let us be clear that he 
was not just talking about 
those few extremists who 
occasionally commit the 
outrages that all civilised 
people must condemn, but 
the many pious, decent 
Muslims all over the Middle 
East, who express their 
right to freedom of express- 
ion and religion, by putting 
their faith first. 

Indeed, in the paper 
which, Mr. Inbar pre- 
sented, he urges the use of 
“mass arrests” and “active- 
ly' hunting and 'etimmating 
Islamic radicals.” “Hopefu- 
ly,” he writes, “foe West 
will not interfere because of 
human rights concerns.” 
Thus, Mr. Inbar indicates 
his dear awareness that 
what be espouses goes 
against all the nornn of 
civilised human behaviour 
at a time when the entire 
world is making a commit- 
ment to guaranteeing hu- 


Words of hatred 


man rights, and to solving 
conflicts through dialogue 
and democracy. 

Of course, I, tike most of 
tiie audience, was outraged 
to hear a respected profes- 
sor advocating the use of 
such barbaric tactics. Sadly, 
though, I was not surprised. 
Such violent attitudes re- 
main entrenched within 
Israeli society. 

Despite their leaders’ de- 
clarations of peaceful inten- 
tions, it is all too clear that 
many Israelis consider 
Arabs to be less than hu- 
man. Perhaps it is for these 
reasons that Israel feels that 
it wlfl be able to secure 
peace for itself without rec- 
ognising Palestinian rights 
to self-determination, and 
the rights of others. 
Perhaps such attitudes en- 
courage Israels to continue 
to brazenly steal and settle 
on Arab' land before the 
eyes of the world, and in 
gross defumce of tiie spirit 
of the peace process. 

There lies a great danger 
in Israelis’ branding all 
Muslims as potential ene- 
mies, for it allows to claim 
that religious fervour alone 
drives Arab hostility. 
Israelis and supporters are 
travelling around the world, 
and the United States in 


particular, to promote the 
idea that Muslims are the 
true enemy of land and the 
West. By trying to inflame 
and provoke ideological 
and religious confrontation, 
they seek to hide the reality 
that the one and only 
source of conflict in our 
region was and still is con- 
tinued Israeli aggression, 
expansionism ana occupa- 
tion of Arab land. 

The greatest danger 
would be if Muslims fell 
into this trap. The world 
knows that the great faith of 
Islam has always preached 
and practiced tolerance, 
and most Jews acknowledge 
that in the past. When their 
ancestors were persecuted 
and massacred in Europe, 
they found refuge in Mus- 
lim and Arab countries. We 
must continue to proclaim 
the fact that there can be no 
just, lasting and compic- 

bensive ~ peace - until Israel 
gives up its dream of being 
an empire with Palestinians 
as its lowest subjects. 

In tins holy month of 
Ramadan, which coincides 
with the fust anniversary of 
the crime at the Al Ibrahimi 
Mosque, we must remem- 
ber that words such as those 
spoken by Dr. Inbar axe not 
merely idle rhetoric. They 


constitute an immediate 
tangible threafto the 
rational security of Palesti- 
nians and Jordanians alike. 
We must ask and expect our 
government to insist that 
Israel takes measures to 
control these extremists, to 
make sure .they carry no 
influence within Israel’s 
government, and to prevent 
their ideology from becom- 
ing a brutal reality. 

Arabs, Muslims, Palesti- 
nians and Jordanians must 
constantly renew their com- 
mitment to face the chal- 
lenge of making peace as 
one united front because if, 
heaven forbid, some 
Israelis seek to implement 
the hateful recommenda- 
tions of the growing num- 
ber of Jewish extremists, 
they wiD not distinguish 
among us. 

We are at an historic mo- 
ment when peace is still 
possible. We must do all we 
can to defend it and realise 
it, but as long as the settlers 
have support and en- 
couragement hi th&heaxt of 
Israel’s government, society 
and adversities, peace wifi 
remain a mirage long after 
the ink on the agreements is 
dry. 

The writer is a Jordanian 
post-gradnate student in 
Chicago. He contributed 
this article to the Jordan 
Tines. 



Battered Murayama suffers new setback 


By Eugene Moosa 
Reuter 

TOKYO — It has not been 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama’s week 
or month. 

After enduring unremit- 
ting criticism of his handling 
of last month’s earthquake 
in Kobe, the prime minister 
has now picked up a new 
headache with the defeat of 
his coalition candidate in a 
local election on Sunday. 

The surprise win by the 
candidate of the opposition 
New Frontier Party (NFP) 
raised new questions about 
the political future of the 
life-long socialist who in the 
past week has shown signs 
of the stress be is under by 
retracting two statements 
he made in parliament. 

Sunday’s setback was in 
the election for the gov- 
ernor of Aomori, a rural 
prefecture and stronghold 
of the Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP), the main part- 
ner in Mr. Murayama’s 
three-party coalition. 

The LDP incumbent, a 
five-time governor, was de- 
feated by a younger candi- 
date tram foe NFp, a group 


launched just two months 
ago in a merger of nine 
opposition parties. 

Mr. Murayama’s Social- 
ists had also put a candi- 
date, but she won less than 
a fifth of the votes cast for 
the winner. 

The result was regarded 
as a long range test of how 
the government and opposi- 
tion would fare in two ma- 
jor events this year: unified 
local polls in April and 
nationwide polls for half of 
foe 252-member upper 
house hi July. 

Asked about Sunday’s 
election result, Mr. 
Murayama told reporters: 
“Thai is separate from par- 
liament. The most impor- 
tant thing for national poli- 
tics is earthquake mea- 
sures." 

The devastating earth- 
quake, which killed 5.235 
people, swept away myths 
that Japanese rides were 
quake-resistant and ex- 
posed huge gaps in foe gov- 
ernment’s disaster re- 
sponse. 

Political commentators 
and parliamentary sources 
said Mr. Murayama last 


week apparently considered 
stepping down in a few 
months because of the cen- 
tral government’s bungled 
response to the earthquake, 
especially in dispatching the 
militar y. 

“He was in terrible con- 
dition and under huge 
stress," one Murayama aide 
told the daily Asahi Shim- 
bun. “He would repeatedly 
tell himself: *it is my re- 
sponsibility that there were 
more than 5,000 killed’.” 

Rare for the soft-spoken 
Murayama, he also became 
critical of his staff. 

“What’s wrong with the 
prime minister’s resi- 
dence?" Mr. Murayama 
told aides, according to the 
Asahi. “There’s nobody left 
after I go to bed,” referring 
to foe lack of information 
brought to him in the early 
hours of foe earthquake. 

Mr. Murayama retracted 
two statements last week. 
He first told parliament 
Japan was historically re- 
sponsible for foe split of 
Korea into rival states and 
foen took It -back, saying 
Japan had no direct respon- 
sibility for that post-war 


arrangement. 

Mr. Murayama also said 
he was thinking of issuing 
special bonds to collect 
funds for earthquake recon- 
struction and then retracted 
the plan after opposition 
from the finance Ministry. 

Government spokesman 
Hiroyuki Sonoda said on 
Monday the Murayama 
government's reconstruc- 
tion jrackage would include 
an initial supplementary 
budget for clearing out rub- 
ble and building temporary 
homes for foe 300,000 peo- 
ple made homeless in die 
devastating earthquake. 

Sonoda did not say bow 
big the first extra budget 
would be but added Mr. 
Murayama was considering 
another extra budget 
around April.- 

The first extra budget 
would be submitted to par- 
liament by Feb. 24, Mr. 
Sonoda told a news confer- 
ence. The package also in- 
cludes as many as 20 new 
disaster laws to speed up 
reronstruction and provide 
aid to., needy households, 
firms and focal govern- 
ments. 
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owned, fenced or off limits. Many 

valley seek what they rail se£»S* whicth in 

do not wish or enjoy going to foe Deadbea ^ t0 

then opinion, is either desert or too . exposed 

bear. Wte . they ny to find a 
specified, they have a tough *“■???*? The few 
tresspass or to sit right at foe edge of the un- 

attractive places are usually taken. A friend 
me that even though he likes the Ghor very ^ach hc 
gpmg there becauS he cannot find * fSSrf 

abIy “Unless a friend of yours 

yours invites you to their farm or orchard, I advise you pot 
to go to foe Valley; you won’t enjoy it, be- says. , 

I believe that he is right to a great extent. The accented, 
authorities must allocate some space and some nmas, u> 
make room for picnickers seeking these areas. . 

As for those who go to the Dead Sea, they have 
luck. Generally speaking, there is ample room. Of course, 
those who can afford it can go to the resthouse or foe hotel. 

But tlte beach is big enough to accommodate large numners 
of people. The mam problems here, however, are accessto 
foe beach and foe quality of the space adjacent to it. tne 
problem is simple; many of these un paved small iwasfflteg 
to be smoothened a tittle. The same applies to foe oewfto 
area. Moist of it is rough and uncared for. The solution lies 
in the hands of the authorities, but a couple of bullodzeis 
can perhaps do the job. 

More attention ought to be given to foe Jordan Vallfey, 
the qualities of which-, one may not find anything Uke 
anywhere in the world. It is unique, audit is beautiful Toe 
Almighty has done his share in. granting it to us; let s do 
ours to make it more . enjoyable. 


Clinton enjoys ; 
foreign policy ; 
honeymoon 

... By Donald M. Rothbcxg • 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — So far, 
the Clinton administration 
is enjoying an unexpectedly 
smooth foreign pohey bon- 
eymoon with conservative 
firebrand Jesse Helms. 

When foe balance of 
power in the U.S. Congfess 
shifted last fall UTravour of 
tire Republicans, foe veter- 
an lawmaker — known for 
his colourful and unrelent- 
ing attacks on liberals in- 
cluding foe Democratic 
president.. — became chair- 
man of t]fc powerful Senate 
Foreign Relations' Commit- 
tee. 

Many observers feared 
Mr. Helms would use his 
new powers to thwart the 
administration’s foreign 
policy. 

But so far those fears are 
unrealised. An arms control 
treaty with- Russia is prog- 
ressing smoothly through 
the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee towards 
ratification. The panel re- 
sisted foe opportunity to 
use the bearing on a new 
ambassador to Israel as a 
forum for a review of Mid- 
dle East policy. 

How long, will the good 
relations last? 

- Probably about as long as 
it takes tne committee to 
take on (fiviave issues like 
U.N. peacekeeping, foreign 
aid mid reorganisation of 
the State Department. 

Further along, the panel 
is ready to ask tough ques- 
tions about any plairtb have 
U.S. troops bolster an 
Israeli-Syrian peace' agree- 
ment by serving as 
peacekeepers on the occu- 
pied Golan Heights. 

Over foe. years, Mr. 
Helms has made no secret : 
of his dislike of foe United " 
Nations. He now has plenty 
of support among foe hew 
Republican majority for 
cutting back U.S, support 
for U.N. peacekeeping. 

A measure of the adnri- - 
lustration's concern about 
the United Nations was the 
appearance Friday of U.N. 
Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright at the State De- 
partment’s regular briefing 
far reporte r s, where she de- 
nounced as “very bad fore- 
ign policy” a house bin that 
would reduce the U.S. con- 
tribution to peacekeeping. 

_ A Republican congres- 
sional source familiar with 
Mr. Helms' thinking on foe 
issue suggested the senator 
would uke to go further 
than the House committee. 


mittce to -deride. Under 
Mr. Helms, that's likely to 
diange. Tbe North Caroli- 
na Republican is deter- 
mined to make a 50 per cent 
cut in aid to countries out- 
side the Middle East. ^ 

Israel and Egypt get a 
total of about S6 btQion jp j! 
.U.S. aid. The rest of rate j 
world splits $7 billion. If 
Mr. Helms gets his way, the 
$7 billion wflll.be cut to j 
about S35 billion. I 

He’dtalsdTflw. fo see the 
elimination of ,foe Arms 
Control and Disarmament 
Agency and tiie Agencyefor : 
International Develop- j 
meat, with tfaeirftmctiqns j 
folded into foe State De- \ 
partment. The Clirirbn j 
administration iooked^at * 
foe idea and now & lea&hg g 
against it. \ 

James- W. Nance, ,a*re- 
tired admiral and boyhood 
friend of Mir. Helms, is-fbe 
new majority staff diredtor 
of foreign relations. He pre- 
sets that the .panel ftpU 
demand derailed ansvqgrs. 
about any plan to station | 
U.S. troops on the Golan i 
Heights. I 

Both the Bush , and Qm- j 
ton administrations told 
Israel and Syria the United 
States would consider parti- 
cipating in a Golan Heists 
peacekeeping force if that 
would bring about a peace 
agreement between the (Wo 
countries. ^ I 

' Such a commitmeht 
would require congression- 
al approval, and Mr. Nance 
raid he has told the admi- 
nistration that it better.be 
prepared to answer a lot^- 
questions about how -.ft 
would work. 

“If you want us to jfot 
troops up on the Gotta 
Heights, how long are tfiey 
going to be there?" be said. 


Peacekeeping is “a waste 
of effort,” said the source, 
insisting on anonymity. He 
said that in most cases, tiie 
international community 
ought to' stay out of violent 
disputes. 

“If they want to fight, -let 
them fight,” he saidT 

For years the Foreign Re- 
lations Committee has 
sidestepped foreign aid 
leaving the issue to foe Sett- 
ate Appropriations Cora- 


going to be there?’* be said. 

wfoat’s their missi&i? I£a 
war starts, what are they 
going, to do? - „ 

“Do they shoot at jjlie 
aggressor? If Israel is tfie 
aggressor, do we fooGt^t 
the Israelis? Don’t you be- 
lieve it,” Mr. Nance said. 

The administration also 
says it. will push ahead with 
a proposed treaty to elimin- 
ate chermcaf, weapons. The 
pact was negotiated by the 
Bush administration, but 
many Republicans believe 
there s no way to verify^ 

In at least one area, -the 
administration has received 
good news from the Senate 

22? itl “ ta Tbe START n 

treaty reducing the nuclear 

° f United 
orates and Russia is moving 
through without series 
opposition. 

In fact, Mr.. Nance sard 
foe committee is likely 'fo 
defer to- tbe administraifdn 
on foe question of timffig i 

“3* is Jin 
Wofome tune to pass if-" 
he said. . 
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Theatre festival has faced unjust, harmful campaign 
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The Jordanian Theatre Festival that ended two 
weeks ago continues to stir controversy in art circles 
in the Kingdom. 

A ceremony last week to distribute the Festival's 
different awards turned into a heated exchange 
between the new Culture Minister, Kbafid Karate 
and members of the Festival's judging committee . 

The five-member committee, in a statement read 
during the awards ceremony accused the directors of 
the five plays of violating public morals and offending 
the feelings of the audience. The committee said that 
the plays included certain scenes and gestures with 
sexual connotations. 

The committee also criticised the scripts of the 
plays especially those based on foreign tales like The 
Plague and the Goat Island, as well as the local play 
The Coloured Rain which was produced by Vesna 
Mashariqa. 

Furthermore, the committee levelled criticism at 
the technical aspect of the plays , claiming that die 
plays were a setback to contemporary Jordanian 
theatre. The committee has decided to withhold 
most of the prizes on the strength of its evaluation. 

Dr. KaraJd delivered a speech in which he bitterly 
criticised the committee's stand. 


AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 


The minister said that the committee's stand ran 
contrary to the concept of political pluralism now 
prevailing in Jordan and he criticised the withholding 
of the prizes which, he said, ought to be presented to 
the artists for their great endeavours. 

Theatre director and critic Bashir Hawaii de- 
scribed t he committee's decision as a retreat from 
firmly established cultural traditions in Jordan. 

“Over the past two decades, more daring political 
and social plays were performed in Jordanian 
theatres and were not criticised or banned even 
under emergency rules and difficult circumstances 
which prevailed in the country at that time, " Hawaii 
said. 

Saying that it is dangerous to impose on artists 
certain cliches which tend to adversely affect cultural 
and artistic fife, Hawaii said the committee has taken 
an unprecedented stand which requires deep ex- 
amination by the artists' community who are keen on 
promoting art work of all kinds and who seek to 
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A scene from The Coloured Rain 

e 

enhance the concept of pluralism, tolerance and 
creativity. 

He said that it was ironic to see the committee 
criticising scripts of world renowned works of art and 
writings which are considered among the most 
famous literary works worldwide especially after the 
committee had given its approval of the plays before 
their performances. Indeed , it is a source of pride to 
see such famous literary works on the domestic stage , 
because performing such famous works reflects a 
mature theatre and a cultured society. 

Fathi Abdul Rahman , the director of the play 


Kardabik Option , said: “ We have heed poor orga- 
nisation followed by unprecedented chaos. The date 
of the festival was changed five times for unconvinc- 
ing reasons. Last December, when the festival was to 
have been held, the committee decided instead to go 
to Cairo to attend the Arab Theatre Festival Week , 
and it was only weeks before the festival last month 
that the committee asked that a change be made in 
the roles of certain characters and that actors and 
actresses who are not members of the Artists 
Association be banned from acting , though non- 
Jordanian female characters were allowed to perform 


because of the shortage in the number of Jordanian 
actresses. The postponements and random decisions 
caused frustration and lack of interest within the 
artists' community. ” 

The crisis prompted the five theatre groups to 
withdraw from the committee’s appraisal meeting 
and to publish a detailed statement shedding light on 
the difficult circumstances they had experienced 
during the festival and as a reply to the committee 's 
criticisms. 

Suheil Elias, a director, said there was urgent need 
for drastic changes in the festival’s rules as a first step 
towards comprehensive reform. 

“It is illogical to have a law stipulating that the 
festival committee should be chaired by a director 
general at the Ministry of Culture regardless of his 
artistic qualifications, ” Elias said. 

“ There is also need to reduce the number of 
sub-committees and to change the higher commit- 
tee 's setup in a manner to ensure the appointment of 
a qualified artist to organise the annual festivals, ” he 
added. 

Khaled Tariff, a theatre director . has expressed his 
despair over the prospect of reform and over the 
improvement in relations between the Minisn y of 
Culture and the Jordanian Artists Association. 

Tarifi beheves that the solution to the problem lies 
in the different theatre groups performing their work 
independently from the official government depart- 
ments which, he said , “read to lay obstacles in the 
way through bureaucratic procedures instead of 
helping to boost the theatre movement in the 
Kingdom. ” 

The committee included Qamar Safadi , an actress: 
Nabil Najim, a director with the Ministry of Culture ; 
Taysser Atiyeh and Mohammad Qabani, actors; and 
Omar Qafaf, a representative of the Ministry of 
Education and a member of the Muslim Brother- 
hood. 


Due to the absence, on leave, of its writ&r 
Jennifer Hamaraneh, Che weekly coluasm 
Society On The Move does not appear 
today's newspaper. 


Rm’s funk music — 
warning of a distant rumble 


By Adam Brown 

•The Associated Press 
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nightclub's neon lights and 
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jtpf eight bouncers, eqmp- 
-.iped with dubs, rubber 
-'.whips and an all-in-a- 
I'mj ghfs-work disdain for 

- the ritual mayhem about 
“■ to erupt. 

J ' Suddenly , one teenager 
kicks at a rival's face. A 
bouncer dubs him in the 
stomach and the youth Mis 
".to the floor, gasping for 
.‘breath through rotting 
' teeth. 

j~ y As yellow .and pink 
flights swirl overhead , 30 
youths break through the 
line and attack the enemy 
’ gang with flying kicks and 
punches. The bouncers 

- Soon break it up, and the 
-combatants melt back into 
-the swaying mass of dan- 
' cers. 

Minutes later, another 
.skirmish breaks out. Then 
another , and another, 

. throughout the night until 
the dub doses in the wee 
hours of the morning. 

' 1 This is Rio's funk music 
scene, an explosive mix of 
entertainment and vio- 
lence sweeping the poor 
outskirts of tins metropo- 


V fis of 10 million people. 

,t This is just fun,” said 
one teenage ‘‘funkeiro” 
outside the Pavunense 
Dance Qub in Rio’s Pavu- 
na stum district. He shrug- 
ged at the gang battle be- 
hind him. 

u That's normal,” he 
said. “When somebody 
gets really violent, secur- 
ity kicks him out.” After 
catching his breath , he 
cocked his fists and 
danced back into the fray. 

Sometimes the tumble 
gets out of hand and spills 
into the streets. 

In the middle-class 
neighbourhood of Hjuca, 
a gang of 40 funkeiros 
recently barricaded a 
street to stop a bus car- 
rying two rivals. They beat 
the pair senseless and then 
shot them dead . 

Not far away, some 100 
funkeiros cornered 10 
members of a rival gang in 
Rio’s Staid Botafogo dis- 
trict. Nine were beaten 
and stabbed with forks but 
managed to limp a way. 
One couldn't get up and 
was stoned to death. 

At least 12 gang mem- 
bers were killed in 1994 
and thousands were hurt 
in fights between funk- 
eiros. 

An offshoot of U.S. 
semi music from the 1970s , 
funk over the years has 
added synthesizers and 
taken root in Rio's 660 
slums, home to some 2 


million people:-' 

Its fans are mostly 
young, urban and poor. 
Many work at menial 
jobs, running errands or 
shining shoes , often for 
Jess than $100 a month. 
Some steal or sell drugs . 
Hey live on the fringes of 
society, flirting with 
lawlessness and finding a 
release in stylised vio- 
lence. 

“Poverty is the root of 
it, ” said (fisc jockey Marl- 
boro , a star in the world of 
funk. “These people's 
fives are so bad they see 
no opportunities. The 
only way they earn praise 
from their peers is through 
vioience. ” 

On Friday, they assem- 
ble in gangs and walk to 
one of die 150 dances held 
around greater Rio. 

Most dances are re- 
latively peaceful. Local 
drug lords discourage ex- 
cessive violence that could 
attract police and media 
attention. 

The largest dances are 
held in a “no man's land” 
not claimed by any gang 
where rival gangs can 
clash. For about $3 a 
head, as many as 5.000 
people attend these “ner- 
vous dances,” as they're 
known in funk slang. 

Manoel Ribeiro. a 
sociologist working with 
poor youngsters, says sup- 
pressing the dances won’t 
work because funkeiros 


have no respect for police. 
The violence is a ritual 
and the ritual has rules — 
and therein lies the key to 
stopping it, he says. 

“In die dances, as few 
as six security guards sepa- 
rate thousands of funk- 
eiros and manage to stop 
it from turning into mass 
bloodshed,” Mr. Ribeiro 
said. “That means the 
funkeiros have at least 
some respect for the rules. 
That's the glimmer of 
hope for turning this thing 
around. ” 

In 1993, Ribeiro prom- 
oted a dance to make 
peace between the rival 
slums of Gigario Gera 1 
and Parada De Lucas. He 
called it a “ Dance Of 
Honour” and rearuifed six 
teenage girls as security to 
control hundreds of war- 
ring funkeiros. 

“I associated honour 
and manliness with peace 
and it went off *itb very 
few problems he said. 

The growing popularity 
of funk among Rio’s mid- 
dle class is helping to 
knock down barriers ot 
race and class, Mr. 
Ribiero said. 

“Now you can see 
blonde girls from the 
south side dating poor 
black guys from the slums 
in the north,” he said. 
“It's a great opportunity 
to try and solve some of 
the city's worst prob- 
lems. ” 


Art thieves hit 
Britain ’s stately homes 


By Patricia Reaney 

Reuter 

LONDON — Britain's 
stately homes with their 
secluded rural settings and 
impressive art collections 
are attracting some unwel- 
come visitors — art 
thieves. 

In less than three 
months the country 
estates of the Marquess of 
Bath and the Earl of Pem- 
broke have been burgled 
by criminals netting valu- 
ables worth millions. 
Some experts believe this 
is theft “a la carte” for a 
discerning clientele. 

“ They are a soft in 
terms of security ’ and in 
terms of access to the pub- 
lic,” said detective 
Sergeant Tony Russell of 
Scotland Yard’s Fine Art 
and Antiques Squad. 

The Marquess of Bath’s 
lost a £5 million ( $7.8 mil- 
lion) Titian masterpiece. 
Rest On The Flight To 
Egypt, and two other 
paintings totalling £20,000 
($31,350) in January when 
his 16th century Longleat 
House was raided. 

Last November, thieves 
took a £300,000 
(5 470,300 ) Rembrandt 
portrait from Pembroke’s 
Wilton House. Seven 
paintings were also 
snatched from the home 
of British author A uberon 
Waugh shortly alter the 
raid on Longleat, 40 miles 


( 65-km ) away. 

Police said stately 
homes were particularly 
vulnerable targets. With a 
similar modus operand! in 
each raid — burglers used 
ladders and entered from 
a first-floor window — 
police are investigating a 
possible link. 

One theory is that the 
paintings may have been 
stolen to order, or to de- 
mand a ransom from an 
insurance company. 

‘There are similar- 
ities." said Detective In- 
spector Paul Ford who is 
investigating the crimes. 
“We are not discounting 
it. ” 

“The thefts were very 
well organised and plan- 
ned. One would have 
thought that they would 
have known who they 
would pass it on to, ” said 
a spokeswoman for 
Nordstem An Insurance 
which has offered up to 
£200,000 ($157,600) for 
information leading to the 
return of the Titian. 

“It is quite possible that 
the thieves themselves 
have been ordered to go 
and get the pictures for 
some reason or another 
and they obviously get a 
fee for doing that , albeit a 
small fee compared to the 
value of the painting 
said Carolyn Wakeford of 
the Art Loss Register, a 
global database of stolen 
art works. 


“ Commissioned thefts 
do occur. These sort of 
works are not the sort of 
thing you could sell on the 
open market, ” she added. 

Police preferred not to 
speculate on the theory 
but noted that with any- 
thing of value which is on 
public display, like the Ti- 
tian and Rembrandt , 
there is an element of risk. 

V Anywhere that has 
that type of property may 
be a target ” said Mr. 
Ford. 

As operations manager 
of the Art Loss Register, 
which since its inception in 
1991 has helped to recover 
£70 million ($109.7 mil- 
lion) of stolen property, 
Ms. Wakeford is well 
versed on missing art. 

The register ; which has 
70,000 items and images in 
its files, was set up as a 
service for the insurance 
industry and art world. 
Sotheby's and Christie’s 
auction bouses are among 
its shareholders but police 
also receive the register 
which lists items ranging 
, from a few hundred dol- 
lars to millions. 

“We include anything 
there is a market for in the 
art trade, anything that is 
likely to turn up at some 
stage on the market, ” Ms. 
Wakeford said. 

The most expensive 
work in their files is The 
Concert, a rare painting 
by the Dutch artist Ver- 


meer which was stolen 
from an American 
museum several years 
ago. 

“It’s been described as 
priceless. There are only 
38 in existence and only 
two left in private collec- 
tions, one of which be- 
longs to the Queen of En- 
gland.” 

Because of the high pro- 
file and value- of the recent 
stolen paintings and the 
fact that the thefts were 
reported so quickly, ex- 
perts are hopeful they will 
be found. 

“ There is a very high 
chance of them being rec- 
overed. ” said Mr. Russell. 
“Maybe not in the fore- 
seeable future but certain- 
ly because of the difficulty 
there is in selling them we 
normally find in maybe 
three, maybe 10 years’ 
time they will surface 
again. ” 

Bryan Dovey, security 
adviser for Britain's 
Museum and Galleries 
Commission , agreed. 

“Eventually if their 
potential is to be realised 
they have got to come 
back to the public field, 
that’s the difficult bit for 
the thieves. So often these 
world renowned paintings 
do come back just as The 
Scream (by Norwegian 
artist Edvard Munch ) 
came back last year, ” he 
said. 


fljtc’ /*• 


Mr- 


Nf 


”' S k Jed®?!- 
?ui 

SiJlrffV’'' 


Search for alien life mows to the southern skies 


ihro' 




«**:*!i 

* * nS 
-i 
! ;r 


- By Geoff Spencer 
-/■The Associated Press . 

“ SYDNEY , Australia — 
The huge Radio Astro- 
nomy Observatory sits in 
-the outback 220 miles 
'(350tkms) west of Sydney 
*— and perhaps less than 
Iffye light years away from 
..extraterrestrial civilisa- 

: don. 

For five months starting 
, today, scientists funded by 
-fop computer industry 
'.Wpizzes will use the Parkes 
telescope to scan billions 
of radio waves across the 
galaxy in search of ex- 
traterrestrial fife on 2O0 
-stars. 

‘'The scan is part of a 
larger project , dubbed 
-Project Phoenix, in which 


observatories around the 
world are focusing on 
1,000 stars for' at least the 
rest of the decade. 

It wifi be the biggest and 
most systematic sweep of 
its kind across the south- 
ern skies. It continues the 
quest for proof of alien lift: 
that was begun by NASA , 
which bad its funding cut 
by the deficit-conscious 
Congtes in 1993. 

Some U.S. lawmakers 
have dismissed the search 
for other beings in the 
universe as pointless. But 
SETI, the private 
California-based institute 
that has picked up where 
NASA left off, regards it 
as vital. 

“It is the most impor- 
tant question the human 


species has asked itself... 
Are we alone or are we 
not? Either way it's 
mighty important ” said 
scientist Jill Tarter, one of 
a group of former NASA 
astrophysicists now with 
SETI, which stands for 
Search for Extraterrestrial 
Intelligence. 

The search is backed by 
Hewlett-Packard Co. co- 
founders David Packard 
and William Hew/err, In- 
tel Corp. co-founder Gor- 
don Moore, Paul Allen , 
co-founder of Microsoft 
Corp., and science fiction 
author Arthur C. Clarke. 

Most of the stars that 
will be watched are similar 
in age and size to our sun 
and so could have Earth- 
tike planets capable of sus- 


taining fife, said project 
spokesman Seth Shostak._ 

The closest is about 4.5 
fight years from Earth. 
The most distant 150 light 
years away. A fight year 
— the distance light 
travels in a vacuum in one 
year — equals 5.88 trillion 
miles ( 9.40 trillion 
kilometres). 

The project's aim is to 
identify artificial signals 
amid the deluge of natural 
radio waves constantly 
pulsing through the cos- 
mos. Such a find could be 
a sign of extraterrestrial 
crvziisatfon, the scientists 
say . 

“ It’s like Columbus get- 
ting his sailing ships 
together and heading out 


tor America, said Kel 
Wellington , of Australia’s 
Commonwealth Scientific 
and Industrial ^Research 
Organisation, which oper- 
ates the Parkes Observa- 
tory. 

Attempts to listen in on 
alien signals have gone on 
for decades. Tbis exercise 
will be much more than 
twiddling a radio dial. 

Intricate computerised 
equipment, developed by 
NASA for its now defunct 
research effort, has been 
attached to the 63-metre 
(210-foot) Parkes dish. 

It will monitor and 
analyse 28 million radio 
channels simultaneously 
in a spectrum which cov- 
ers radio, television and 
microwave signals. 


“If an (alien) signal is 
found, it won't be heard 
by a human ear. We’U see 
it first on a computer 
screen, ” said Ms. Sbostak. 

Such messages might 
have taken generations to 
cross vast distances of 
space — and it’s unlikely 
any earthling would 
understand it. 

Earth itself has been 
sending artificial signals 
since radio was invented a 
century ago — perhaps 
not enough time for dis- 
tant extraterrestrials to 
know of our existence, 
Ms. Sbostak said. 

Plenty of possible alien 
signals have been reported 
by radio astronomers in 
the past but none been 
verified. Elaborate cross- 


checking will be done by a 
smaller radio telescope at 
Coonabarabran, 185 miles 
(300-kms) northeast of 
Parkes. 

The scientists are con- 
vinced extraterrestrial in- 
telligence, probably far 
more advanced than our 
own, is somewhere out 
there. And they promise 
they will announce any 
confirmed discovery 
quickly. 

Until then, they regard 
it as a matter of when, not 
if. 

“We could have success 
at any step, but we are 
prepared for the long 
journey. It might take a 
decade. Tr might take a 
century,” said project 
physicist John Dreber. 


“We can’t just sit here 
and wait for them to arrive 
in their shiny spacecraft. 
That’s not going to hap- 
pen.” 

NASA operated radio 
receiving equipment for 
nearly 10 months in 1992 
at the Arecibo Radio 
Astronomy Observatory 
in Puerto Rico. The SETI 
donors pitched in $4.4 mil- 
lion to upgrade the equip- 
ment for use at Parkes. 

Congress originally 
committed $100 million to 
a 10-year radio search for 
signals from distant 
planers . Astronomers 
spent $60 million develop- 
ing equipment and start- 
ing the search before the 
NASA project was elimin- 
ated. 
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Typing the century away 

By Jean-Oaude Elias 
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% Jean-CZaude Elias 

If one bad to give up all PC applications and keep 
just one of them , . it would certainly be word 
processing (WP). It is indeed the software that has 
contributed the most to give personal computing the 
popularity it now enjoys. Data bases are great , 
electronic spreadsheets amazing but WP remains the 
king in a distinguished court of programmes. 

Bade in 1981 I had the privilege to supply a WP 
machine to one of the top industries in the country. It 
was, / am certain of that, the very first such unit that 
was ever brought to Jordan. It was also one of the 
very first dedicated WP systems in the world. It is 
worth mentioning that it was already bilingual , that is 
fully Arabic-English . 

The purchasing decision was personally taken by 
the managing director of the plant. Looking back at 
what happened fourteen years ago I can realise now 
that he was truly a man of vision. The machine's cost 
was in the range of JD 10,000 and its possibilities 
were but a ridiculous fraction of a JD 1,500 modem, 
PC-based WP system , but they did an excellent job 
with it for 6 or 7 years and 1 guess that in the end it 
died of “ exhaustion ” rather Sian obsolescence. The 
machine was of course replaced with new PCs. 

The original concept of WP was to have “electro- 
nic typing with a memory”. Recent versions of the 
celebrated WordPerfect or Microsoft Word however 
have stretched this notion beyond conceivable limits. 
The name of the game is not just “type, save and 
print " any more. 

frlS-Word version 6.0 for instance allows you to 
handle any printing job from a simple memo letter to 
a frilly pubUsbed book, including graphs , drawings, 
automatic footnotes , annotations and sophisticated 
page layout. Complex paragraphs formatting, blend- 
ing different character fonts , styles and sizes is not 
only possible but relatively easy to do. Sorting , 
calculating and filing are also possible operations. 
Checking your spelling, creating automatic mailing 
lists and viewing your work through different angles 
is as easy as 1-2-3. 

Generating mailing addresses for envelopes , merg- 
ing different texts and instant, “while-yo u- type ’ * 



correction of obvious mistakes is a breeze. Type 
" teh " and see it immediately changed to “the”, or 
type “recieve" and it will automatically become 
“receive”, and so on. Nothing is left out and most 
automatic operations can be switched off if the user 
wishes to, for maximum flexibility. 

With WP the quality of communication has drama- 
tically improved. Even inside one single organisation 
badly written documents are no longer acceptable. 
Poor presentation and delays can't be excused 
anymore, WP allows each ana every one who can 
use a PC to produce precise, efficient and attractive 
documents. The work can also be done much faster 
than before. Neat , polished texts can be processed at 
an amazing speed and an average laser printer will 
print them out at the rate of six pages per minute. 

Some complain that programmes like Word 6.0 
have too many features saying that few people will 
use all of them. Because of these numerous features 
the software has become too heavy, occupies too mac b 
memory in the machine and slows things down. On 
the contrary, /guess every single function finds a user 
sometime and it's nice knowing all these features are 
available whenever we may need them. 

The way we think of typing , a less than accurate 
term for working with a WP, has dramatically 
changed over the past decade. I will just quote the 
son of a Mend of mine. The PC-educated young boy 
bad never seen a typewriter's keyboard in his life. 
Upon looking at a traditional typewriter his father 
brought down from tfie attic, probably to dispose of, 
the boy exclaimed: “Oh look, an old lady computer!" 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad 

CURIOUS SUPERSTITIONS 


LAME: If the first man you meet on your way, after 
leaving home , is lame , you'll never expect 
good on tha: iay. 

A dead man is doomed to go to hell if his 
funeral happens to be passed by a lame 
, , . .donkey.. p ( . 

•« - - * -• 
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BLIND: He who uproots a mandrake (a plant associ- 
ated with the aubergine family) will probably 
become blind. 

If a pregnant woman closes a blind man's 
eyes and never makes a sign of a cross over 
her belly , it is feared that she wOl give birth 
to a ' 'ind baby. 

And he who smiles to a blind man whom be 
meets on his way, it augurs a good omen for 
him on that same day. 

fr * fr * fr 

CROW: It is advisable for a man to come back home 
and never leave it on that day if be sees by 
chance a crow in the morning passing on bis 
left band. 

If a flock of crows hover three times over one 
of the Gelds, this foretells that its owner will 
die. 

LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 

— Where's the nearest pharmacy, please? 

Ayna aqrab saydatiya, min fadHk? 

— it's just opposite the Housing Bank in downtown. 
Innahn muqabel baok-al-tskao tamaman fee wasatH- 

madma. 

— Is it still open at night? 

Hal satabqa maftooha Bl-htyf? 

— Yes , till ten. Na'am, wahatta as'saa al-asknab. 

— I'd like a packet of cotton and a tube of skin 
ointment, some gauge and bandages as well as a roll of 
plaster. 

Oreed mzmatan minal kotn wa onboobatan min 
mhrham al-jOd. baadh asb'shasbvrad 'dimadat wa 

inffitfan mjimd’iBnimf a UbtfA j. 

— OK. Do you want anything else? 

Wabwa knxaKk. Hal toned ayya shy aakhar? 

— I want some nose drops. 

Oreed bsadan min noqat al-anf. 

— Have you got a bad cold and sore throat? 

Waf ante mnsab bebard sbadid wa balq mnt t ahi b? 

— Yes, and my temperature is so high. 

Na'am, wa darqjet bararati alia. 

— I recommend you to see a doctor at once. 

Ansaboka am i tana tabihan ttt-bal. 

Would you min d writing me bis name and address? 

Hal iadayka man/’ hud kitabet isndhi wa omraneh? 

— Of course, sir. I'm at your service. 

Tab’an, sayyedi. Fa 'ana fee khUmatik. 

TIME FOR FUN 

ir A married couple went to a supermarket and took 
their baby with them in a pram. Leaving it with 
other babies, they got into the store. Having 
finished shopping , the man started pushing the 
pram ahead. No sooner had they left the place than 
the wife discovered that the pram wasn't theirs. 
Telling her husband what the matter was, be said: 
“Lower your. voice, please. Don’t you see that this 
pram is much better and newer than ours?" 

it ft jS- it ft 

5 *. “Would vou allow me to have one-day leave 
tomorrow, sir?" said the worker to his boss. 

“What for ?” 


I A. Shuqtrir 

‘To buy a lot of things my wife needs.” 

“No, no," the boss answered. 

* Thank you, sir. You've already saved me from a 
critical situation." 

it it ir ir it 

it After their quarrel, the husband wrote the follow- 
ing note and placed it on the table: “ Wake me op at 
6 ." 

But the poor husband woke up at 10. 

Boiling with anger, the man suddenly noticed 
another piece of paper dose to his. It read: “ Wake 
up. It's 6 now V' 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Is there a city noted for its Silver Street? 

2. What is the English name for Firenze? 

3. Locate the Dismal Swamp. 

4. In what countries can yon sail in a) a dahs- 
bijeh b) a gondola? 

5. Where do people ride in a jaunting car? 

6. What is a tickler file? 

7. Give another name for AMANUENSIS. 

PARTY GAMES 
HANGMAN 

Just as no collection of party games could be 
complete without Charades, so no book of paper and 
pencil games and puzzles is complete without Hang- 
man, one of thq best known and most loved games for 
two players, known to man. 

It's simple, it's stylish and here's what happens: 
Each player in turn thinks of a six-, seven-, eight-, 

or nine-letter word and marks each letter with a dash, 
except in two p laces where he puts a couple of letters 
as dues. (If PUZZLE was the word, for example, it 
could be marked like this P — E or like this -U—L- or 
even like this —ZZ~). The opponent then has to try to 
guess the missing letters one at a time, indicating 
where be thinks each letter should go. Every time he 
guesses wrongly, the moment of bis execution draws 
nearer. He has eleven guesses, and each time he 
wastes a guess by suggesting a wrong letter for a wrong 
place, the gallows grows before bis very eyes. The first 
wrong answer means the drawing of the base of the 
gallows, the second means the upright, the third the 
arm, the fourth the support , the fifth the rope, the 
sixth the bead, the seventh the body and the last four 
the arms and legs. 



PUZZLES 
WORD HUNT 

■ There are at least 13 words which contain the letter 
sequence LEM. 

How many can you think of? 


Hands across the water 

escape dumb and- dumtomT? 


i ni. 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeess 

If you ever do find yourself in a position where yon 
can fulfill a dream, just do it and don't even think 
twice about it. But like everything else, all good 
dreams come to an end. And that is where the 
nightmares begin. 

Let me give you a personal example: I haw wanted. 
to go to Paris ever since I did a report on the modern 
architecture of Paris as a first year . architecture 
student in London. But you do not want to know 
about that. Anyway, if you ever decide to go, you 
will come to discover the difference between “to 
want to go” and “to go." 

First of all you have to organise a visa: This would 
seem difficult at the time but would actually turn out 
to be one of the least agonising things that you have 
to do. This is because, as you wifi come to discover, it 
is more time consuming to get a reasonably priced 
ticket and get a travel permit if you are one of 
numerous male-persons who need one. 

When you get to the airport you will discover that 
your English-speaking friend win pay a departure tax 
nearly half as much as your own even though you are 
going to the same place. He tries to explain to you 
that when you leave the United Kingdom your 
departure tax varies according to where you are 
going and not who you are. 

Incidentally, this is the same friend who later 
wonders why you as a Jordanian citizen have tofiUin 
a departure card when you leave Jordan while he 
does not do such a thing when he leaves the U.K.. 
You try to explain that this is the way the system 
works in Jordan but you have some difficulty getting 
through to your friend. 

Anyway, you might decide that you want to go to 
Paris via London, through, as you have already 
boasted to your friends, die recently inaugurated 
Channel Tunnel. This seems like another great idea 
until you realise that taking the train is twice as 
expensive as taking the plane. 

Meanwhile, why not spent some time with your old 


coUegefrieods who are still studying in *' 

you hunt for a fairly cheap London-* 
ticket. Certainly, the lingering fascination i^ns 
makes it worth the while . And while m tension. } 
not takts a stroll down' Oxford Street towards HWjB 
Park. What you are really after is that part ot me 
park called Speaker’s Comer. This, to the many toaz 
do not know, is a part of the park where can., 

pot up a platform and talk about anything. Weil, just 
about anything. ' .. 

What you are really after are the laud Arno 
“speakers." Maybe "preachers” is a more appropri- 
ate word in their, case. Well, seek and you shall find. 
And find you do. 

Your speaker is dad in a typical military ? gear (or al 
least, typical as far as the stereotype goes) and carries 
the flag of a nation who only recently fell from grace 
. in' Western eyes. Ah, but enough of that because you 
are really interested in what be has So say and not in 
the contents of this man's wardrobe — no pun 
intended. You have also come to notice that oyer the 
years all the speakers have always been maie. >ve can 
thus conclude that most males appear to bate no 
problems in -obtaining a travel permit. 

Oddly enough, our speaker, is spite of his unpopu- 
larity, seems to have attracted quite a large audience 
of smiling tourists. But you are the only one who 
doesn 't get the joke. You are standing there thinking 
that maybe you have stumbled upon the reasons that 
make most Westerners weary of most Arabs, their 
apparent , in Western .eyes at least, lack of reason and 
the ability to argue and discuss constructively. The 
ok! ways of slogans and labels do not figure in 
modem Western vocabulary. 

You can only come to learn this through in /erect- 
ing with those Europeans and cithers. And through 
this interaction, which brings on its own. field of 
dreams and knowledge, • .yon learn more, about' 
yourself and about others. And through further 
travels, through staying in touch with yozr old 
English, German , Spanish and .F^ercb frierkls and 
making new ones all the time, you -cc ssn grow, and 
keep growing, as a person and on ::;d:y!dusl. 
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JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PRE : mW 


Thursday, Feb . 9 

730 N.B.A. 

830 Road To Avonka 

Sara and Felix enlist the help of the witch to spur on 
the shy and awkward Jasper Dale in bis courtship to 
Aunt Olivia . 

. V. ShlO The Hat. Squad 

Buddy tracks a suspected gangster who he believes 
was responsible for his natural tether's death years 
ago, and, in the process, he /earns the painful truth 
about bis dad. 

10:00 News La English 

1030 Feature FEftn — An Innocent Man 

Starring: Tom Selleck & F. Murray Abraham 

Emmie Rainwood is a decent guy; an airplane 
mechanic who likes his job and loves bis wife. But a 
mistake by two oyerzealous undercover detectives 
turns his simple life into a nightmare. 

1230 Bangkok Hilton 


Friday, Feb. TO 

730 African Skies 

A casual drive almost turns to tragedy when 
Raimund is run off the road by a truck loaded with 
tree trunks. 

&45 P.M. Magazine 
Presented by Manal Azar 
9:15 Grand Slam 
10:00 News In Er^hsft 
1030 Flight Into flieff 
1230 If Tomorrow Comes 
S a tu rday , Feb. 11 
730 You Bet Your Life 
830 Quantum Leap 
9:10 Natural Ues 

His mind frill of shock, grief and guilt, Andrew . 
cannot escape the memory of Beth and as be assists . 
in winding up her affairs, he becomes increasingly 
suspicious of the way in which she died. 

1030 News In English 

1030 Feature Fi bn — Three Men And a Baby 

Starring: Tom Sellek & Steve Guttenburg 

The movie charmingly captures the spirit of bachelor- 
hood and makes everyone wish for husbands like 
freewheeling bachelors , Peter, Michael and Jack who 
inspire tears of laughter as they learn about diaper- 
ing, feeding and burping. 

1230 And The Sea Wm Tell 


8:00 Erebus The A 

This episode puts into perspective ti.: i vents v-hick 
fallowed the disaster, ar royal comzrLricr. cf inquiry, 
court of appeal and privy co’jrci: 

930 Step 3y St- . 

930 HsLrtjxz: 

A local programme presented by Maks Addass: 

1030 Feature JFSfc — 

Starring: Donald Sutherland & Jeff Gddbtum 

The professional fate of a dedicated and ethical 
cardiac surgeon is harshly tested when he decides to 
implant an artificial heart to one of bis patients. 

1230 TW We Meet Age r r- 

Monday, Feb l 

730 Documentary — Ramadan in lie, World 
735 Magazine Zero One 
830 Street Hawk 

8:45 Documentary — The Miraculous Cosmos Of The 
Brain 

9:10 By Way Of The Stan 

1030 News In Engfoth 

1030 FhB From Grace 

1230 Feature FBm — Ordinary People 

Starring: Mary Tyler Moore & Donald Sutherland 

A family of three are tom by feelings of guilt, each 
carrying bis tragedy, with him. 

Tuesday, Feb 14 

730 Documentary — Best Stories 

730 Home Improvement 
830 Road To AvetiSes 
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Sunday, Feh. 12 

730 Best Stories 
730 Charlie Chaplin 


9:10 Documentary — Eqesnos: 

1030 News In EngM 

1030 Documentary — Watergate • 

T he programme lays out evidence that the bre&k-in 
into the Watergate building was just. css of a series of 
crimes i n stig ate d by the president himself. - 

1230 Feature JFBm — Ths P.cczi Upsimev 

. Starring: Sam Westersoh & Jean Allan 

The film tells die story of a woman and her unioue 
experience as a writing teacher for the haedkaeped. 

Wednesday, i 2 ^. Hg 

730 Documentary — Ranvmax "s World 

735 Documentary. Get To YosrB&fy 

. 830 Law And Orcer 

■ 9:10 The 2*££c c 

1030 News fra 

. ... .■ o“ J- 

1030 Snowy River 
1230 Feature Film 
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en Kingsley basks in international film community glow 


Ben Kings- 
io the British 
distinguishing 
the classic plays 
peare, Chekhov 
Jonson. 

e actor regards 
\ygone era. More 
de since his 


Academy Award-winning 
performance as the 
Mahatma in Gandhi , the 
Anglo-Asian Kingsley 
happily identifies himself 
as “ part of the interna- 
tional Sim community 
“Jr's a community J 
adore and am deeply at 
home in. Ids not paroc- 
hial, not snobbish f not rid- 
dled or wracked by the 
'C& sr ' r ' ’TSBRBRBBS 


Academy Award-winning class system — either sub- 
ociated Press performance as the scribing to it or reacting 
Mahatma in Gandhi, the violently against it, ” said 
Ben Kings- Anglo-Asian Kingsley Kingsley, settling in for a 
ip die British happily identifies himself light lunch at Browns 

Hotel in central London. 
__ ^ **The Royal 

“Jr's a community J Shakespeare Company 
adore and am deeply at ask me back practically 
g actor regards home in. Ids not paroc- every year to play some- 
tygone era. More bial, not snobbish f nor rid- thing wonderful. " he con- 

de since his died or wracked by the tinned, but, ", I always 

think there's time to do 
theatre because these 
plays are done again and 
again. 1 ’ 

However , "you get only 
one chance to do Death 
And The Maiden with Ro- 
man Polanski. I think, 

‘ that’s me in Schindler's 
Ust' Pm in that movie 
forever. ” 

Kingsley’s performance 
in Death And The 
Maiden , which opened 
Christmas Day in Hew 
York and Los Angeles, 
bears out an indelible 
screen presence that be- 
gins — but does not end 
— with bis fierce brown 
eyes. 

Based on the play by 
Ariel Dorfman, Polanski's 
screen adaptation casts 
Kingsley as Dr. Roberto 
St&ved Spielberg (sitting) with the stars of Miranda Jiving in an un- 
the fUn Schindler’s Ust: (From left) Ralph named Latin American 
Fienms, Ben Kingsley and Liam Neeson country — Dorfman 's na- 




tive Chile, most likely — 
newly restored to demo- 
cracy after a dark period 
of fascism. 

One rainswept night , 
Miranda offers a lift to 
Gerardo Escobar (Stuart 
Wilson), the recently 
appointed investigator of 
a government committee 
on human rights wo/a Dons 
under the previous reg- 
ime. 

He ends up bound and 
gagged by Escobar’s wife, 
Paulina /Sigourney Weav- 
er), who is certain Miran- 
da was the man who tor- 
tured her IS years earlier 
to the accompaniment of 
Schubert’s Death And 
The Maiden. 

In London, the play 
won a 1992 Laurence Oli- 
vier Award for best play, 
beating such competitors 
as Alan Bennert's The 
Madness Of George III, 
also the basis of a critically 
acclaimed Elm. 

A subsequent Broad- 
way production was less 
well-reviewed but 
nonetbe/ess won a Best 
Actress Tony Award for 
Glenn Close, who gave a 
poignantly clear, direct 
performance as the tor- 
mented Paulina. 

Polanski's film version 


Jpdie Foster: Is it possible to 
I be fragile and strong? 


HEWly’ORK (AP) — 
Jodie Foster wasn't sure 
she chid pull off playing 
the Itle character in 
“Nel.” Among the 
reasok she cites: 'Tm too 
contrlling, and you al- 
waysfee too much intelli- 
genciin what I do. " Then 
then's the matter — 
whirl she acknowledges 
— o her being so diffe- 
rent from Nell, a feral 
you/r woman living in re- 
m o t! North Ca rolina 
wools and speaking a Ian - 
guag ail her own. 

‘‘(I Ornately, when you 
get own to it, the greatest 
tiling about this character 
is rnt she is entirely, emo- 
tioiilly available ,” says 
Foser, as she fidgets on 
tbcfcfa in a hotel suite. 

“jf's not a way that 
coots very naturally to 
meiJ'm pretty socialised. 

J vatch my CNN and 
driift cappuccino and talk 
on fche phone. And we 
ten} to use language to 
defect, to just sort of 
hors ideas , but certainly 
to or connect . And her 
lansjage is about connec- 
tioi.j' And that really 
meins it has to be emo- 
tioklly direct. 

\nd my question is: 
An I brave enough to live 
thal way? Is it possible to 
be fragile and to be 
strmg?” Foster says she's 
be& looking for that kind 
of balance, and it’s prob- 
abij the biggest reason 
shits an actress. Her 
caHer has been marked 
by Portraying tough survi- 
vor. She won her two 
Bek Actress Academy 
Axkrds playing the gang - 
tail survivor in 19S8’s 

S Accused and FBI 
t Clarice Starling who 
suirives learning what 
goJt best with cbianti in 
199 's The Silence Of The 
Laabs. 

Other notable, hard- 
boied roles include the 
out in Taxi Driver (1976) 
and the leader of a group 



of\teenage friends in 
Fois (I960). '7 think 


Jodie Foster 

that’s what dramatic char- 
acters do; they have a 
journey that has to do 
with countering... and sur- 
viving.” Foster says. 
tl That is what heroes do. ” 

Bom in Los Angeles 
and named Alicia Christ- 
ian, Foster was the 
youngest of four children. 
Her father , a real estate 
agent, and her mother — 
Evelyn Foster — divorced 
when Mrs. Foster was 
three months pregnant 
with Jodie. 

Foster's career began 
accidentally at age 3. Her 
mother had carted her 
along to her older 
brother’s audition for a 


tanning lotion commer- 
cial. The ad execs noticed 
the little girl in the studio 
and chose her to be the 
coppertone girl. 

Articulate and confi- 
dent throughout a one-on- 
one interview, Foster 
offers self-effacing words 
when it’s suggested she’s a 
Hollywood rarity — some- 
one who segued from 
child star to adult star with 
her talent and sanity in- 
tact. 

She quickly mentions 
others who endured; Ron 
Howard , Little Opie on 
the old Andy Griffith 
Show , or Helen Hayes 
("My God She was 
Great”) or Roddy McDo- 


wall ("he’s a kooky, great 

guy”)- 

And she talks about 
being lucky. But come on: 
It was more than luck, 
right? "Well, good man- 
agement and back- 
ground,” she admits. "My 
mom really wanted people 
to take me seriously. She 
did not want me to be 
some exploited model. 

She didn’t want me to be 
cute. She didn't want me 
to be a movie star. She 
wanted me — and perhaps 
this was her vicarious thrill 
— to be a respected ac- 
tress. She wanted me to be 
like Helen Hayes, or like 
Meryl Streep. ” 


is notab/e for its two male 
actors. While Weaver falls 
back on some bad night 
school rhea fries in an 
effort to hold her o» n, 
both Wilson and Kingsley 
create a tensile cat-and- 
mouse game that sustains 
in teres r through to the 
confessional ending. 

Kingsley dominates the 
finish with an extraordin- 
ary monologue — related 
directly to camera — in 
which the earner never 
cuts away from his face. 
The scene makes wonder- 
ful use of the actor's 
chameleonic qualities — 
an aggressive presence in 
some films (Betrayal), 
kind of decent in others 
(Schindler’s List). 

Dorfman. the film’s co- 
author (with Rafael Ygle- 
sias), told the Associated 
Press that, “ Ben saves the 
Elm by keeping the char- 
acter ambiguous, and for 
me that was totally . totally 
essential. ” 

“He makes the point 
that Miranda is inside all 
of us, ” Dorfman said they 
telephone from his home 
in North Carolina , “which 
is one of the terrors the 
play is talking about.” 

Kingsley said he owed 
much of his portrait of 


Miranda to Schindler's 
List colleague Ralph Fien- 
nes, the young English 
actor who jolted 
moviegoers last year with 
his performance as the SS 
commander, Amon 
Goeth. 

" A lot of the ambiguity 
that Ralph found I 
adopted for Death And 
The Maiden, ” said Kings- 
ley. “Here you think, 
* actually , this guy could 
run a concentration camp. 
No he couldn’t. Yes he 
could. No be couldn't!” 

It’s the latest in a run 
screen work that — says 
Kingsley, naming his Elm 
directors one by one — 
few actors could hope to 
bet ter. In a ddition to 
Steven Spielberg, Polans- 
ki and Richard Attenbor- 
ough of Gandhi, his direc- 
tors have included Steven 
Zaillian (Searching For 
Bobby Fischer ), Ivan 
Reitman (Dave) and Bar- 
ry Levinson (Bugsy). 

“ They have sucti vision, 
such energy, that I am 
completely addicted to 
cinema,” be said. “The 
writers, the scenarios, the 
predicaments have all 
been so compelling that 
there is no space left to 
miss Shakespeare or 



Bain Kingsley as Gandhi 


Chekhov or any of that lot 
that 1 spent 15 years of my 
life interpreting gladly and 
happily 

He acknowledges that it 
has taken time to build up 
such diversity on screen. 

.After Gandhi. Kingsley 
recalled, the attitude 
seemed to be that “if we 


need someone in a big 
diaper with a white scarf 
being very nice and very 
old, then we know who to 
call. 

“It’s a product of the 
Hollywood way of think- 
ing — actors End a niche 
and then do it over and 
over again. ” 


Brooke Shields is new 


bad girl in 


'in- 


NEW YORK (AP) ■— Its 
nearly midnight outside 
the Harley Davidson 
Cafe, but it might as well 
be rush hour as a jostling 
crowd gawks at Brooke 
Shields and and Andre 
Agassi. See Brooke smile 
sweetly at Andre. See the 
tennis' pro’s grinning gaze 
on Brooke. See photo- 
graphers pop so many 
flashbulbs in their faces 
you fear New York's 
celebrity couple of the 
moment will suffer perma- 
nent retina damage. 

The occasion is an 
opening night party for 
Shields, who has stepped 
into the role of bad girl 
Betty Rizzo in the hit 
Bioadway revival of 
Grease. Ninety' minutes 
earlier at the show's cur- 
tain call, the tall super- 
model -turned -actress 
accepted a bouquet of 
long-stemmed roses from 
Tommy Tune, the much 
taller director- 
choreographer. The per- 
formance bad gone well. 

Shields, making her 
Broadway debut, sang and 
danced with surprising 
grace, gumption and good 
humour. She even looked 
like she was having fun, 
something Rosie O’Don- 
nell, who originated the 
role in the revival, never 
quite managed to do. 

And Shields does a lot 
more for Rizzo’s black 
leather costume than the 
full-figured O'Donnell 
ever did. Inside the 
motorcycle-theme res- 
taurant, Shields patiently 
posed for more photos — 
without Agassi — and 
good-naturedly Eelded 
questions from several 
earnest journalists clutch- 
ing microphones. 

“ The purpose of every- 
body being there is to get 
your picture, so you might 
as well do it,” Shields said 
during an interview . 
several days after the late- 



Brook Shields makes her Broadway debut 
in Grease 


says, referring to a secur- 
ity man who keeps a 
watchful eye on her during 
public occasions. “If 
there’s one person you ccn 
channel a certain amount 
of focus to, the rest 
doesn't become so over- 
whelming. 

"It's a Ene line to walk. 
You never give so much 
that you feel devoured. I 
try to make it on my terms 
whenever I’m out there. I 
think that comes from 
years and years and years 
of being in front of the 
tiring squad . " Shields sits 
in a quiet comer of an 
overpriced restaurant 
across the street from the 


night celebration. " The 
tendency to tight that only 
breeds more anxiety. If I 
start not wanting to be 
there. I shouldn’t show up 
at all.” 

Shields speaks with the 
experience of a veteran of 
the photography wars. On 
public view for nearly all 
of her 29 years as a model, 
actress and paparazzi 
target, she takes a practic- 
al view of press hoopla. 

And she explains how 
she keeps her sanity 
throughout the more fren- 
zied aspects of publicity 
events. “ There's one thing 
I have my focus on, usual- 
ly the person I'm relying 
on for my safety,” she 


Eugene O'Neill Theatre, 
now painted a day-glo 
pink for the Grease en- 
gagement. 

A few of the diners rec- 
ognise the actress, despite 
Shields’ attempt to down- 
play her appearance. It 
would be difficult not to 
notice. Despite wearing a 
bulky, brownish swearer, 
the woman stands out. Li- 
quid eyes. Perfect nose. 
Thick, brown hair that 
doesn't just fall, it cas- 
cades. 

And a warm smile the 
camera naturally 
embraces. It’s a shock to 
see her in the show. Pedal 
pushers. Black leather 
jacket. And an angled 
ducktail wig. Yet Shields 
wears them with style and 
a sense of humour. “ How 
can you not have fun with 
"Grease?” she asks. ” The 
minute that wig goes on, 
my own life is left be- 
hind." It was the show’s 
producers who came to 
Shields and asked her to 
audition. 

She took them up on 
their challenge. "It was 
very surreal. ” She recalls. 
"J auditioned in an empty 
theatre, but everybody 
was there. It was one of 
those pressured situations 
where everybody is trying 
to tell you it’s not press- 
ured — and you know 
they’re lying.” She read 
and sang — and ir worked. 
She now will be on stage 
at the Eugene O'Neill 
through April, the longest 
amount of time she has 
ever spent on one project. 

Theatre was a logical 
choice after Shields’ prob- 
lematic movie career went 
into a stall with the flop of 
Brenda Starr. The Elm ab- 
out the comic strip news- 
paper reporter quickly 
found its way to video 
stores. " Movie executives 
don’t know what kind of 
roles to offer me,” she 
says with a sign. 


Italy haute couture designers say world sales up 




f fyfipanthn Conti 
Reuter 

rImE — Italian desig- 
ners of haute couture 
fahion — the world’s 
mist expensive clothing 
— {are celebrating a profit 
su&, boosted by a cheap- 
crEra and a new genera- 
tim of customers around 

t&T dobe. . . 

Tfe designers, showing 
their spring and summer 
1995 nUections in Rome, 


said that despite sluggish 
demand at home, they had 
been able to make busi- 
ness grow by taking 
advantage of the weak lira 
and reaching new markets 
abroad. 

Stefano Dominella, the 
chairman of one of 
Rome's oldest fashion 
bouses , Gattfnoni, said 
sales in 1994 of haute cou- 
ture clothing rose by 20 
per cent compared with 
1992. 


"We are getting clients 
from Hong Kong , Saudi 
Arabia, the United States 
and Argentine who are 
taking advantage of the 
weak lira," Mr. 
Dominella said. “ They 
realise they can afford the 
luxury of haute couture at 
the price of ready-to- 
wear.” 

Designer Renato Bales- 
tea, who was showing his 
collection on Wednesday, 
said he regularly shows bis 


haute couture to the rest 
of Europe, Aria, the Un- 
ited States and Africa. 

" People are always get- 
ting rich somewhere in the 
world. I'm thinking, in 
particular, about the Far 
East , China and Russia, " 
Mr. Baiestra said. 

Haute couture dothing 
is warned oy superior 
craftsmanship and is 
usually made by band , by 
a team of artisans — each 
with his or her own spe- 


dait)' — especially for the 
client. 

Haute couture custom- 
ers, who number about 
3,000 around the world, 
are prepared to spend tens 
of thousands of dollars de- 
pending on the fabric and 
the workmanship re- 
quired. 

Industry experts say the 
mark of true haute cou- 
ture dotting is that it is as 
beautifully crafted on the 
inside as it is on the out- 


side. 

Mr. Dominella said 
some of Gattinoni’s haute 
couture designs now sell 
for about $8,000 — the 
cost of expensive but mass 
produced ready-to-wear 
dothing. 

While no official statis- 
tics exist on the Italian 
haute couture industry, 
the rise in 1994 exports 
appears to be in step with 
an overall rise in exports 
in Italian women's do- 


thing. 

In the first quarter of 
1994 women’s dothing ex- 
ports amounted to 2.4 tril- 
lion lire ($1.5 billion ). 
That was 24.3 per cent 
higher than the same 
period in 1993 , according 
to an industry assodation , 
Moda Industria. 

The only people who 
say they are not happy 
with a drop in prices are 
the artisans. Because of 
the time and the energy 


they spend embroidering a 
wedding veil or stitching 
thousands of tiny beads 
onto a silk gown, many 
feel the clothing they 
make is vastly undersold. 

"No matter how much 
the customer pays, these 
dresses are always a bar- 
gain, ” said one seamstress 
who works in Gattinoni's 
studio. "No figure could 
possibly equal the work 
and the time that goes into 
making them .” 
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By Fanl Jfccer 

The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON— Some 

people ate bom with a 
magical sense of music, 
out without early t raining 
the gift may be lost, 
according to a scientist 
who studies the shape and 
dze of the brain in the 
wisica fly talented. 

Pictures of the brains of 
30 classically trained musi- 
dans show that those who 
have perfect pitch — the 
tbflfty to identify isolated 
numcal notes they bear — 
raws a greatly enlarged 
-tractive on the left side 


Musical mind is nature*s gift, but use it or lose it 

that could be attributed to 


of the brain. 

The researcher. Dr. 
Gottfried Schlaug of Beth 
Israel Hospital in Boston, 
said Thursday that musi- 
cians in the study who 
lacked perfect pitch bad a 
brain much luce that of 
people who can’t play a 
note. 

Bat even die gifted had 
to start early to use what 
nature gave them. 

“There is evidence that 
those with perfect pitch 
were exposed to music be- 
fore the age of 7” said 
Schlaug. “If you get ex- 
posed to music after the 


age of 10, the likelihood of 
developing perfect pitch is 
extremely low.” 

Perfect pitch may ori- 
ginate tom the let-sided 
enlargement of a brain 
structure called the pla- 
num temporale. Both the 
let and . right hemis- 
pheres of the brain have 
this structure, said 
Schlaug, but only the let 
side planum temporale 
was enlarged in the musi- 
cians who had perfect 
pitch. 

Brain experts said the 
finding is important be- 
cause it is the Got to 


specifically and systemati- 
cally relate a structure of 
the brain to an artistic 
talent. 

“The value of this work 
is that it demonstrates a 
novel pattern of brain 
structure dial has not been 
reported previously, ” said 
Robert Zatorre, a neuros- 
cientist at the Montreal 
Neurological Institute of 
McGill University in 
Canada. “It raises more 
questions than it answers 
and now we need to try to 
find the meaning.” 

• In the study, published 
in the journal Science, Dr. 


Schlaug and colleagues at 
the Heninfich-Heine- 
Univcrritat in Dussekhrf, 
Germany, took MRI or 
magnetic resonance imag- 
ing, pictures of the brains 
of 30 musicians and 30 
non-musicians. 

AB the subjects were 
right-handed and Dr. 
Schlaug said he had ex- 
pected that the octanes 
would show a slightly en- 
larged structure on the left 
side, a pattern that is com- 
mon for right-handed peo- 
ple. 

Instead, be found that 
in the 11 musicians with 


perfect pitch, the planum 
temporale was about 40 
per cent larger on the left 
side than on the right 
There was a slight left-ode 
enlargement among musi- 
cians without perfect 
pitch, bat the asymmetry 
was only slightly different 
from the 30_non-mnsicians. 

And, said Dr. Schhmg, 
aH the musicians with per- 
fect pitch started their 
music t r ainin g before tht- 

age of 7. 

“We know from other 
of onr studies that there 
are people who are ex- 
tremely left asymmetric 


(have enlarged left pla- 
num temporale) but who 
are not musicians and 
have never been exposed 
to music,” be. said. This 
suggests strongfy T said Dr. 
Schlaug, that rt takes both 

“ nature and nurture” to 
cre ate musical genius. 

AM the musicians in 
study were of the same 
age and aft had years of 
t raining in the classics. 
They played either string 
instruments or. piano. 
Twenty-two were men and 
eight were women, but 
there- were no symmetry 
diffe ren ces in the brains 


Or. Zatorre said the 
finding was a mrprise be- 
cause his research on 
brain junction las shown 
t hat the sound of music 
seems to aetivatethe right 
side of the brain He said 
Dr. Schlang’s timings sug- 
gest th at for tie more 
‘ complex elennnts of 
mtrstn, both ride of tise 
twain may bo arrived. 

7 Science, whiA pub- 
lished the stuffy is die 
journal of the American 
Association tor the 
Advancement of Science. 
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mrchers identify metabolic flaw causing birth defects 


By Jin 
i 


VAStiINGTON — Re- 
-.•archers h:r. e identified a 
netubolic deficiency that 
?-:y he responsible for 
nost br^in «:;■./ spinni cord 
' irth deice:*. 

A team of U.S. and 
rish investigators report 
a the British journal Lun- 
:ei that women who give 
rirth to ch'iuren with net/-, 
v?/ tube defects, or STDs. 
lave ;j flaw in an enzyme 
.ailed methiowne *ynth- 
:se. which phys a key role 
n the production W’j sub- 
•ranee that coats nerve 
ells. 

NTDs occur between 20 
md 24 davn after concep- 


tion when tissues fail to 
dose into the tube that 
gives rise to the brain and 
spinal cord. The most 
common defects are spina 
bifida, which causes para- 
lysis in parts of the body, 
and ancncephaly. a fatal 
condition in which the 
brain fails :• * develop nor- 
mally. 

The birth defects occur 
in about i»ne per one 
thousand pregnancies in 
.he Un/leJ Stares. 

The latest stud v was 
funded by the U.S. 
National Institute of Child 
Health and Human De- 
velopment tNICHD) and 
the Health Research 
Board of Ireland. 


The scientists reported 
that while research in re- 
cent years has shown that 
high doses of a vitamin 
called folic add given dur- 
ing the first few weeks of 
pregnancy can prevent 
NTDs. the latest findings 
offer a possible explana- 
tion as to why. The find- 
ing < also suggest that 
adding Vitamin B-12 to 
either food or supple- 
ments can reduce the 
amount of folic acid 
needed to prevent NTDs. 

The latest findings 
could have enormous pub- 
lic health implications be- 
cause the United States. 
Great Britain and several 
other countries are con- 
sidering fortifying food 


with folic add to prevent 
NTDs. Some health offi- 
cials suggest that fortifying 
flour and other grains with 
folic acid could cut the 
rate of birth defects in half 
at virtually no cost. 

However . other public 
health experts fear this 
would expose large seg- 
ments of the population 
not at risk for such birth 
defects to higher-than- 
recommended levels of fo- 
late. 

While folic acid, which 
is found in fruits , liver, 
milk and leafy green 
vegetables, is not harmful 
even in large doses, the 
concern is that the vitamin 
can make it difficult to 


detect an uncommon 
blood disorder called 
pernicious anemia. • The 
disorder, caused by a de- 
ficiency of Vitamin B-12. 
can lead to irreversible 
nerve and brain damage. 

Researchers discovered 
the metabolic defect re- 
sponsible for NTDs 
through some ingenious 
biochemical detective 
work. Knowing that folic 
acid could prevent NTDs. 
and that women who gave 
birth to children with the 
birth defects had lower 
levels of Vitamin B-12 , 
they searched for the only 
chemical reaction in hu- 
mans that required both 
folate and B-12. 

They discovered that 


the enzyme methionine 
synthase was involved in 
just such a chemical reac- 
tion when it converted 
the t body chemical 
homocysteine into the 
amino acid methionine, 
and theorised that a defect 
in the enzyme might cause 
NTDs. 

To test the hypothesis, 
they measured the levels 
of homocysteine in blood 
samples collected from 
women at their first pre- 
natal visits at hospitals in 
Dublin. . Ireland. The 
study was undertaken in 
Ireland because childr en 
bom there have unusually 
high rates of NTDs. 

High homocysteine 


levels would suggest that 
the conversion of homocy- 
steine to methionine had 
failed to take place at the 
normal rate, probably be- 
cause of a defect in 
methionine synthase . As 
expected ; . researchers 
found that women pre- 
gnant ■ with children who 
had NTDs had higher 
homocysteine levels than 
women who had normal 
pregnancies. 

It was also found that 
blood - samples from an 
NTD group bad low B-12 
levels had higher homocy- 
steine levels than women 
who had low B-12 levels 
but normal pregnancies. 

** Thus . cases in the low . 
normal range of B-12 had 


more difficulty netabolis- 
ing homocystehe than 
control subjects rich com- 
parable B-12 lev&," said 
Dr. James Mills', chief of 
paediatric epidemiology at 
NICHD. 

' Red blood ceh taken 
from the NTD gntip also 
had low levels o folate, 
another indjcationof a de- 
fective enzymt since 
methionine ' synhase is 
needed to incorpcate fo- 
late into.ee/fe. 

• Dr: Mills said.hiwever. 
that more work neds to 
be done before it muld Be 
practical to d&rlop a 
screening test to ientify 
women at risk of having 
children with NTL 


Tuberculosis — a global crisis 




fy Brenda C. Coleman 

The Associated Press 

2HICAGO — Almost 
. wo years after tuberculo- 
us was declared a global 
:risis , little has been done 
•o turn the tide against it. 
vscarchers warn. 

Tuberculosis will strike 
H) million people this de- 
:ade and will kill 30 mil- 


lion if worldwide efforts 
against it don't improve, 
they predict, drawing 
from previous World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) figures. 

"The magnitude of the 
global tuberculosis prob- 
lem is enormous." they 
said in the Journal of the 
American Medical Asso- 
ciation. 


Ninety- five per cent of 
cases are in developing 
countries. The disease is 
gaining fastest in the 
Western Pacific and South 
East Asia, where two- 
thirds of infected people 
live, said the authors, led 
by Dr. Mario C. Ravig- 
lione of the World Health 
Organisation in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 


New TB cases worl- 
dwide can be expected to 
reach 8.8 million annually 
this year, increase to 10.2 
million by the year 2000 
and to 11.9 million by 
2005. they said. More than 
7.5 million cases occurred 
in 1990. 

Assuming that treat- 
ment programmes remain 
at their 1990 effectiveness 
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SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 



Last Woik'i Crrplofnai 

1. Tima wm »h«n decoding two- or threo-lalter words was 
simple. Then “TV," “VCR," and “CD" earns along to 
complicate (hinga. 

2. Boy gnnling tala aoda Is frazzled by buzzing bee falling 
right Into It. 

3. Chili Out. foil*#. No way can yon shake hands with a 
clenched fist. 

4. Cannibal refused to eat comedians because most really 
lassu Tunny. 
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level. 3 million tuberculo- 
sis deaths can be expected 
this year, and 3.5 million 
deaths can be expected 
annually by the year 2IXXK 
authors said. More than 
2.5 million died in 1990. 

" Without recognition of 
the tuberculosis crisis con- 
fronting the world and 
prompt, effective action, 
the tuberculosis epidemic 
can be expected to 
worsen." they said. 

Several factors are to 
blame, they said. Children 
bom decades ago in areas 
of high population growth- 
are reaching ages where 
rates of TB sickness and 
death are great Also, 
famine, war and natural 
disasters are creating large 
groups of displaced, mal- 
nourished people in 
crowded conditions that 


foster the spread of TB. 
And the AIDS virus is 
spreading, enlarging an 
especially vulnerable 
population. 

In 1990. 4.2 per cent of 
all tuberculosis cases were 
associated with the AIDS 
virus. HIV. tn the year 
2000. an estimated 13.8 
per cent of alf TB cases 
may be HIV-associated, 
the researchers said. 

The WHO in April 1993 
declared tuberculosis a 
global health emergency. 

"It hasn't changed a 
great deal. ” said Dr. Dixie 
E. Snider Jr. of the U.S. 
Centres for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention, a co- 
author of the report. "It's 
important periodically to 
call people's attention to 
this." 

Die researchers based 
their report on data fro.m 


ministries of health in va- 
rious countries, from . 
WHO questionnaires, from 
respiratory-disease asso- 
ciations and from pub- 
lished literature. 

Tuberculosis is spread 
when an infected person 
coughs, or . sneezes 
bacteria-laden water dro- 
plets into, the air and 
someone else inhales 
them. 

Antibiotics can cure the 
disease, but they must be 
taken daily, for months, 
and an incomplete course 
of treatment can produce 
drug-resistant disease. 

The WHO and CDC 
recommend a five- 
pronged approach to 
treating the epidemic: . 
Getting governments to 
commit themselves to 
effective programmes, 
testing more people, su- 


pervising treatment o en- 
sure that patients tare all 
their medicine, etab- 
lishing a reliable antiiiotic 
supply and monitorin TB 
control programmes. vork 
to be sure they w or 

v "It doesn't cost a » hole 
iot to deal with the pob- 
Jem. at least to keep teo-. 
pie from dying, but its 
beyond - the investment 
some of the poorest ctitn- 
tries can make," Dr. Sud- 
er said. 

"It would be wise for 
the United States b... 
assist' other countries in 
TB control . " he said L “t's 
not only tb&humanitaran 
thing to do. but the ecoio- 
mically wise thing to !o. 
because those people till 
be consumers of Amer- 
ican products rather thn 
dead people 


French sperm declining in 
quality — researchers 


BOSTON (R) — Semen 
quality at a Paris spenn 
bank has been gradually 
declining for the past 20 
years, French scientists 
have found, according to a 
study. 

The medical researchers 
Endings, discussed in an 
article in the New England 
Journal of Medicine, 
found [ no decline in the 
amount of semen pro- 
duced by the 1,351 men 
donating to the sperm 
bank. 

But the poorer quality 
of the s emen, measured by 
sperm count and motility, 
was dear, at least in the 
group of men studied by a 
research team led Dr. Jac- 
ques Auger of the Gioupe 
Hospitalier Cochin in 
Paris. 

Whether the discovery 
helps to explain reports of 
a nse in infertility remains 
a point of controversy as 
the reason for the decline 
in the number of egg- 
fertilising sperm cells in 
donated semen is not 
known. 

Theories to explain the 
change include pollution, 
differences in diet or lifes- 
tyle, or exposure to com- 
pounds similar to Oes- 
trogen, the female hor- 
mone. 

The article did not in- 
clude figures docum enting 
infertility in the workTs 
population. 


in the study, the con- 
centration of sperm drop- 
ped by an average of 2.1 
per cent per year. The 
sperm concentration in 
1973 was 89 mUHon per 
millilitre of semen , com- 
pared with 60 milli on in 
1992. 

The percentage of 
sperm found to be moving 
around on their own — a 
trait crucial in helping a 
sperm ceU fmd an unfertil- 
ised egg — was about 72 
per cent in 1973 and a 
tittle over SO per cent in 
1992, a decline of 0.6 per 
cent per year, the study 
found. About 67 per cent 
of the sperm appeared 
normal in 1973, bat the 
percentage had declined 
to 57 by 1992. 

The declines persisted 
even when the Anger team 
adjusted for age, and dura- 
tion of sexual abstinence 
— two factors that can 
affect the quality and 
quantity of fpenzi in the 
semen. 

**We conclude that 
there has been a true de- 
cline in the quality of se- 
men during the past 20 
years, since die character- 
istics of semen from a fer- 
tile man of a given age in 
1992 were significantly 
poorer than those of a 
fertile man of the same 
age in 1973” the resear- 
chers said. 

If the trend is applied to' 


the genera/ population, 
“the proportion of men 
with fertility problems win 
increase,” Dr. Auger and 
his colleagues predicted. 

However, there is con- 
siderable debate over 
whether the trend does 
apply to the broad popular 
tion . 

In an editorial m the 
New England Journal of. - 
Methane, where the study 


appears. Dr. Richtr'd 
Sherins of the Genctcs 
and IVF Institute in Far - 
fax, Virginia t noted tint 
men donating to a span 
bank ate not represena- 
tiye of the general popug- 
tion, and key factors sob 
as differences in age of be 
time of abstinence befoe 
giving the sample were rot 
taken into, account in tie 
study. 


ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

L Yes, Delhi, India. 

2. Florence. 

3. Virginia and North Carolina. 

4. a- Egypt b- Italy (Venice) 

5. Ireland. 

6. One that contains dsdfy reminders in fotiow-m 
' correspondence. ■ - ■ - 

7. Secretary. 
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WORD HUNT 
BLEMISH, CLEMENCY, DILEMMA, ELEMENT 
ELEMENTARY, INCLEMENT, LEMMING^ ^ 
LEMON, LEMUR, POLEMARCH, POLEMIC. 
PROBLEM, SOLEMN, MOSLEM, EMBLEM 
IMPLEMENT. ' 
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| Rwanda puts justice on hold 

\ There aren’t enough judges to try the thousands of people suspected of ethnic killings. Corine Lesnes reports from Kigali 


SIX MONTHS after the 
military victory which 
brought it to power, the 
Rwandan Patriotic Front 
(RPF) is having great diffi- 
culty in setting up an effi- 
den administration. This is 
part cuiarly true of its jus- 
tice (system, winch faces the 
task of bringing to trial 
thousands of people sus- 
pected of having taken part 
in jthnic massacres. 

Francois -Xavier Nsan- 
zu^era, aged 38, is the pub- 
lic prosecutor in the Rwan- 
dan capital, Kigali. His 
identity card says he is a 
Huu. But, as he himself 
poiits out, he looks like a 
Tutsi. Like many other 
Rwindans, he comes from 
a fsnily of mixed descent. 
In [he time of his great- 
grandfather, who was a 
soothsayer, men of his clan 
maried women from the 
Tudi aristocracy. 

Kjr. Nsanzuwera’s grand- 
fa ti^r, who was born at the 
turqof the century, headed 
a goup of dancers; his 
fatter taught catechism. 
Thef were both killed in 
Apri 1994. ‘The soldiers 
said we'd changed our 
idexjity cards. They said we 
were Tutsis masquerading 
as Hubs." says Mr. Nsan- 
zawta, who managed to 
take refuge in the Milles 
Colraes Hotel in Kigali, 
befnre being evacuated on 
Maf 28 last year. 

Je bas just returned to 
Ryanda from Europe, 
w&re he was invited by the 
frernational Federation of 
F^man Rights. In recent 
mmths, he has done a lot of 
levelling — to Abidjan in 
tip Ivory Coast, to Naples 
ff an Interpol summit, and 
tf Antwerp, where he got 
tie offer of a study grant 
(vhich he already nalf- 
tishes he had taken up). 
•The justice minister was 
|eginning to wonder 
jhether his public prosecu- 
te was going to do a bunk, 
s the first foreign minister 
!i the new government bad 
1 ready done. His fears 
.■Toved unfounded.,. 

]iirirongh Mr. Nsan- 
piwera’s plane had to turn 
sack from Kigali airport be- 
cause of fog and he was 
forced to spend three days 
mulling things over in 
Addis Ababa, he did even- 
tually come home, still 
sporting the raspberry- 
coloured jacket he had 
worn everywhere on his 
: travels. 

As soon as he got back. 
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Rwandan refugee children throng a volunteer hand ing out biscuits at the Goma orphanage (.AFP photo) 


one of his lawyer friends 
dropped in to welcome him 
home. Mr. Nsanzuwera im- 
mediately tried to persuade 
him to become a magis- 
trate. “No way,” the lawyer 
replied. “I’m too scared.” 

Because of a shortage of 
magistrates-, four out of five 
detainees are being held 
without charge. Mr. Nsan- 
zuwera is, the only person 

w? tii. any real legnJ.txpining, ... 

and he has only five poorly 
qualified deputy public pro- 
secutors to help him out. 

An extra deputy did turn up 
from Nyamata, in eastern 
Rwanda, but he was 
arrested by soldiers who 
suspected him of having 
taken pan in the massacre 
of 40 orphans. 

Mr. Nsanzuwera ‘s office 
is in the prison, so he 
doesn’t need to travel about 


too much. There is no shor- 
tage of vehicles for the 
military, but magistrates 
have to go everywhere on 
foot. The' public prosecutor 
bas already been 
threatened twice in his 
office by soldiers deman- 
ding the’ release of a rela- 
tive. And in October, a car 
lent by the gendarmerie was 
stolen from him. b>- soldiers 
, at a rpad- block-: The J«sa ce 
Ministry protested to the 
Defence Ministry that “sol- 
diers should be upholding 
the law instead of dis- 
couraging magistrates." 

The International Red 
Cross puts the number of 
prisoners in the country as a 
whole at 14,200, as com- 
pared with only 6,000 three 
months ago. Most are 
awaiting trial. Kigali prison 
is designed to accommodate 


2.000 inmates, but holds 
three times that number. 
Red Cross sources say 
everyone has enough room 
to sleep lying down, though 
this is difficult to believe 
when one sees how- 
cramped the conditions are. 

By common accord, the 
inmates have decided not to 
occupy the prison chape!, 
thus giving themselves a 
semblance of breathing 
space. No soldiers are 
allowed into the establish- 
ment, which, with its clean- 
ing and security brigades, is 
self-managed. Dysentery is 
a constant threat, and there 
is an obsession with person- 
al hygiene. The man who is 
soaping himself in the chil- 
dren's section was once 
ambassador to China. He 
was charged with being an 
“extremist'’ and arrested in 


early August. 

So far' about 100 de- 
tainees have pleaded guilty 
and are ready for trial. But 
no hearings have ve: been 
scheduled. 

A man who could easily 
be mistaken for a lawyer is", 
in fact, a prisoner in charge 
of juveniles. There are 144 
of them in the jail, three of 
whom are only 1 1 years old. 
Did they know why they 
were there? “My father was 
a soldier," said one. 
Another had come back 
from Zaire in August to 
look for his family. He was 
arrested the following day. 

A handful of boys aged 
14 are suspected of more 
serious crimes. One of them 
confessed to having set fire 
to a house with its inhabi- 
tants inside, but later re- 




tracted his story. 

Mr. Nsanzuwera has pub- 
licly staled he thinks that 
about 20 per cent of de- 
tainees are innocent victims 
of false denunciations. He 
bas come in for fiak from 
members of the Rwandan 
diaspora in Brussels for 
making such an 
"anti-patriotic” statement. 

"They said .that whites 
would pick on the figure of 
20 per cent of innocent peo- 
ple, and forget the 80 per 
cent of guilty ones,” he 
says. “But I just couldn’t 
bring myself to disguise the 
facts." 

Tutsis, particularly those 
living in Burundi who re- 
turned home in the wake of 
the RPFs victory, are sus- 
pected of having denounced 
Hums simply because they 


irown restates U.S. commitment 


Arabs, Israel, U.S. back open trade 


(Continued from page 1) 

shuttle, said he had received the climate for foreign invest- 
h ‘commitments ... changes ment." 


are being planned ... are 
under way” in Jordanian laws 
related to these issues. 
Copyright requirements and 
arotection of intellectual 
aroperty rights are "very 
essential to encourage fore- 
ign investments,” he said. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb said: 
"There are issues of concern 
to foreign investment. We 
intend to change (laws re- 
lated to copyright and intel- 
lectual property rights) to 
jmake them compatible with 


The U.S. commerce secret- 
ary, who was accompanied by 
a delegation that includes the 
chief executives of at least 
eight American companies, 
welcomed a recent Jordanian 
government move to reduce 
customs duties on auto- 
mobiles as “positive steps in 
the right direction,” but said 
Washington wanted more. 

“There are still some prob- 
lems related to restrictions on 
engine size," said Mr. 
Brown, expressing hope that 


“these will soon be elimin- 
ated." 

That was a reference to the 
American stand that as long 
as Jordanian customs duties 
are calculated on the engine 
sizes of vehicles U.S. auto- 
mobile exports to Jordan 
would not increase if only 
because the bulk of U.S". 
vehicles have higher capacity 
engines. 

Washington favours cus- 
toms duties levied on the cost 
price of the vehicle rather 
than the stable tariffs based 
on engine size as followed in 
Jordan. 


NATO to launch dialogue 


: The paper said Bashir Ara- 
bi, nicknamed Darasingh af- 
ter a character in Indian 
films, was ambushed Tuesday 
by security forces as he was 
travelling with several mem- 
bers of his group near Lakh- 
paria. It said those accom- 
panying him aboard several 
rehicles managed to flee. 

Arabi was believed re- 
sponsible for the 1992 murder 
p-f the regional police chief in 
Ukhdana and was behind 
ieveral sabotage incidents. 

I Although Le Matin did not 
disclose whether Arabi be- 


( Continued from page 12) 

longed to any of Algeria's 
extremist Muslim groups, 
militants in Lakhdaria are 
thought to be members of the 
Islamic Salvation Army while 
the more extremist Armed 
Islamic Group is said to con- 
trol the towns in the region. 

Gunmen opened fire on 
customers in a crowded cafe 
near the northeast Algerian 
town of Tizi Ouzou, killing 
two men and wounding 
several, the newspaper Liber- 
te said. 

One of the dead was head- 
master at a local school, the 


newspaper added. 

Thirty minutes earlier, 
another" group of suspeaed 
Muslim fundamentalists 
threw a home-made bomb 
into another cafe in the same 
Berber village, Aghribs, 
wounding one customer, Le 
Matin said. 

The armed attack, on 
Monday night, was the 
second in two days in the 
mountainous region. The 
previous night, two men, 
both aged 25, were kiiied in 
Tizi Ouzou as they sat in a 
cafe invaded by gunmen. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Jordanian, Palestinian and 
United States trade leaders 
met on Feb. 7-8, 1995 in 
Taba. Egypt. 

“This meeting, not imagin- 
able a few short years ago, 
underscores the commitment 
of the participants to the 
peace process and to the goal 
of economic cooperation and 
coordination, trade and de- 
velopment which underpin 
and are an integral pan of 
that process. 

“Their meeting demons- 
trates that they will not be 
deterred by forces working 
against peace, nor by those 
who want to keep the region 
mired in the conflicts of the 
past. 

“(It) was the first oppor- 
tunity for trade leaders of the 
region and the U.S. to discuss 
the commercial issues which 
are important components of 


the peace process. 

“The trade leaders: 

— Underscored the mes- 
sage that the region is now 
open for business and that 
there is a new public-private 
partnership which will be sus- 
tained. 

— Agreed to rake all possi- 
ble steps to remove barriers 
to free and open markets for 
trade and investments in the 
region. 

— Supported all efforts to 
end the boycott of Israel. 

— Recognised the import- 
ance to Palestinians... of en- 
hancing investment and job 
creation. 

— Declared the need for 
liberalisationiand harmonisa- 
tion of trade policies. 

— Agreed to establish laws 
and regulations to promote 
regional investment and 
minimise restriction on capit- 
al or ownership. 

— Reiterated support for 


the establishment of a Middle 
East bank. 

"The trade leaders 
announced the following 
steps: 

— To assemble a group of 
government experts to iden- 
tify and study ways to remove 
barriers to free and open 
markets for trade and invest- 
ment in the region and in 
relation to the United States; 

— To establish a group of 
government and private sec- 
tor experts to develop a Mid- 
dle East information high- 
way; 

— To ensure the best 
possible environment for un- 
fettered business investment 
and trade; 

— To cooperate in the 
organisation of training semi- 
nars, business missions... in 
support of regional private 
sector development; 

— To meet again within 12 
months to review progress. 


Sheikh’s lawyer accuses judge of cover-up 


was trying to force the Unhed 
States into changing its Mid- 
dle East policies. 

FBI Agent James Fogle 
testified that he followed a 
group of men who carried 
boxes out of a Brooklyn mos- 
que on July 2, 1989, to a 
firing range on Long Island. 


Bihac figh tin g alarms U.N. Syria says peace possible 


(Continued from page 1) 

participation in the peace long feared ambitions by 
process after Bosnian Presi- Zagreb and Belgrade to di- 
dent Atija Izetbegovic, in a vide Bosnia between them, 
change of tack, said he was Mr. Silajdzic said the Bos- 
ready to negotiate with Bos- n ’ an Muslim position had 
nian Serbs. been snongly supported by 

“Whoever tries to make an the United States at a joint 
agreement at (Mush'm) ex- meeting with the Croatian 


(Continued from page 1) 


pense should remember that government in Munich at the 
nothing can be solved with- weekend, 
out this government which is “U.S. Defence Secretary 
a military and political factor William Peny warned at the 
that cannot be ignored,” Mr. meeting that there should be 


Silajdzic told Reuters. 
Muslim authorities have 


no agreement at the expense 
of Bosnia," he said. 


"This is one of the targets 
of the EU tour of the area," 
Mr. Juppe added. 

But he promised that the 
EU delegtion would discuss 
the stalemate with Israel in a 
“clear tonne.” 

"Our role is to build 
bridges and to make dialogue 
possible ... we looked at our 
policy in the Middle East in 
that very spirit," he said. 

Mir. Juppe noted; “We did 
not come to impose ourselves 


... we will be of use if our roie 
is accepted." 

The official Syrian Arab 
News Agency reported that 
during Wednesday’s discus- 
sions, Mr. Juppe "underlined 
the need for a full Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights to the pre-June 4, 
1967, borders, as well as a 
complete withdrawal from 
South Lebanon and other 
Israel-occupied Arab terri- 
tories.” 


(Continued from page 12) 

There, he said, he saw 
Mohammad SoJameh shoo! 
an AK-47 rifle and Mahmud 
Abouhalima slap and grab a 
rifle from a man who 
carelessly fired the weapon in 
front of "him. Both men were 
convicted last year in the 
trade centre bombing and 
sentenced to life in prison 
without parole. 

Also seen at the firing 
range was El Sayyid Nosair. 
who a year later was arrested 
in Kanane's assassination, 
Mr. Nosair was acquitted of 
the murder but convicted of 
related weapons charges. Mr. 
Fogle said. Mr. Nosair also is 
a defendant in the current 
case. 

FBI Agent Steven Craig 
Chapman testified that wire- 
taps were put on Sheikh 
Abdul Rahman’s telephone 
on Feb. 16, 1993, 10 days 
before the trade centre 
bombing. The wiretaps were 
continued until that June, 
producing 63 reels of record- 
ings. 


Emad Salem, an informa- 
tion and million-dollar wit- 
ness in the current trial, had 
accused the FBI in conversa- 
tions he secretly recorded of 
failing to heed his warnings 
that a major bombing was 
imminent. 

The evidence was pre- 
sented after Judge Mukasey 
brushed aside the demand for 
a mistrial, warning jurors not 
to speculate about the seat 
left empty by Mr. Siddig Ali. 

The judge told defence 
lawyers they could file papers 
for a mistrial, though he ex- 
pressed doubts they would 
succeed. The judge did not 
tell the jury that Mr. Siddig 
Ali pleaded guilty. 

Defence lawyers have filed 
the motion for a mistrial 
based on both judicial and 
prosecutiona! misconduct. 
They argue it was improper 
for the judge to have allowed 
them to present opening 
arguments without know- 
ledge that a cooperation 
agreement was in the works. 




were occupying their 
homes. According to U.N. 
estimates, some 600,000 
Tutsis have returned from 
Uganda, Burundi, Zaire, 

and even Kenya. 

Five denunciations are 
needed before a person can 
be arrested. But the author- 
ities have no way of ensur- 
ing that evidence does not 
come from members of the 
same family. 

The Justice Ministry has 
received several promises 
of aid from abroad, but so 
far the only one to have 
materialised is a S4 million 
gift from the United States. 
The public prosecutor's 
office was given a computer 
by Reporters Sans Fron- 
tieres. But none of the sec- 
retaries know how to work 
it. 


What makes Kigali pris- 
on different from those in 
Ruhengeri or Butare is that 
only one or two people are 
released from it each week, 
and always under condi- 
tions of great secrecy. The 
last major release — of 40 
inmates — took place three 
months ago. The judge who 
ordered their release, Gra- 
tien Ruhorahoza. vanished 
a few days later. 

Mr. Nsanzuwera still be- 
lieves in what he is doing 
strongly enough to want to 
keep going. All he asks of 
the army is that it should 
stop making life difficult for 
him by carrying out “mas- 
sive arrests,"” and let him 
get on with his work in 
peace. 

• Le Monde 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


King Hassan to meet Clinton next month 

RABAT (AP) — King Hassan II, an American ally who 
has played a go-between role in the Mideast peace process, 
will visit the United States next month, the government 
announced. King Hassan will visit Washington from March 
15 at the invitation of President Qinton. a communique 
from the cabinet said. The two leaders, who will be meeting 
for the first time, will discuss strengthening ties and 
cooperation as well as regional issues in North Africa and 
the Middle East, the communique said. Slim country that is 
relatively Westernised through industrialisation and West- 
ern investment, has served as a link between Washington 
and Arab countries and Palestinians. After Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres held their historic meeting with Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat in Washington in 1993, they stopped in 
Morocco on their way home. It was the first time an Israeli 
leader openly visited Morocco. The two countries have 
opened interest offices in each other’s capitals and are 
likely to formalise diplomatic relations in the coming 
months. King Hassan last visited the United States in 
February 1992. 


Maid burns child after row with father 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A Sri Lankan housemaid is 
accused of pouring boiling water on a two-year-old girl 
after a row with the child’s father, the Kuwaiti Times 
reported Wednesday. Tareq A1 Hasawi, the employer, 
charged that his maid deliberately burnt the child while he 
and the mother were out. The incident took place just 
hours after they had a row and he threatened to sack her, 
Mr. Hasawi said. “She committed the crime on my 
innocent daughter as revenge.” Police in Kuwait City 
arrested the Asian maid for questioning, the Kuwait Times 
said. A medical report showed that severe burns and 
deformed parts of the child's body. Around 180,000 foreign 
maids and domestic helpers work in Kuwait, most of them 
from Asia or Africa. 


Extremists kill detective in Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — Suspected Muslim extremists stabbed and 
shot a police detective to death Wednesday, apparently as 
part of their vendetta with police. The suspected militants 
waylaid Omar Mohammad Abdullah's car as he drove to 
work in £1 Minya. 220 kilometres south of Cairo, police 
officials said. The attackers repeatedly stabbed and shot 
him. The battle between police and the radicals has taken 
on the spirit of the vendettas traditional in southern Egypt. 
A spate of killings by one side is often followed by similar 
slayings a day or two taler by the other. The especially 
violent slaying of the 50-yer-old Abdullah fits the pattern of 
vengeance. 
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CD Unit Sees aid gloom IMF lending rises to $8.6b in 1994 

WASHINGTON (AP) — (factions in the government’s formation facility.’’ .The. . finds, it does 
■ m, / m m m « ■■ Lending by the International deficit. Loans from the money has gone to 18conn- money, 

k I A A 0 ^ 0 J mmmm 0m #4 ' Monetary Fond (IMF) rose. Work! Bank are generallyfqr tries, with Russia getting lae b^ges 
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\ARJS iAFP) — Industrial 
..onor countries cut develop- 
TJS™ budgets sharply in 
vy 4 , and poor nations, 
riost Oi which are in Africa, 
"»ghl encounter severe prob- 
lems if they do not act to 
:ff ra 5 f private funds, an 
JECD body said Wednes- 
day- 

Japan was the biggest net 
:onor in volume terms in 
-993, providing official de- 
"eiopment assistance (ODA) 
•vorth $ 1 1 .3 billion, the Orga- 
: isation for Economic Coop- 
" ration and Development 
OECD) said. 

_ Next came the United 
rtates providing aid of $9.7 
•illion, and then France at 
7 -9 billion. But while French 
id remained unchanged in 
■cal terms. Japan's ODA de- 
clined by 12 per cent and 
J.S. aid fell by nearly one- 
:ifth, the OECD’s Develop- 
ment Assistance Committee 
DAC) said. 

The .American chairman of 
2 AC. James Michel, said 
.hat the "appalling" huma- 
ritarian emergency in Rwan- 
da and continuing insecurity 
a the Horn of Africa ana 
:ise where highlighted a new 
: ; g lificant claim on strained 
iid budgets. 

The end of the cold war 

* ad prompted hopes of a 

• peace dividend”, but there 
ad instead been a “wave of 

instability, conflict and re- 
nted migration" which had 


become an impediment to 
sustainable development, he 
said in the DAC annual re- 
port. 

Mr. Michel stressed that 
emergency aid and relief 
work had required $3.2 bil- 
lion worth of bilateral aid in 
1993, a more than ten-fold 
increase from the figure in 
the erly 1980s, alongside a 
“massive” rise in outlays by 
international agencies and 
soaring United Nations 
peacekeeping spending. “We 
need to improve our capacity 
for early warning of potential 
disasters before they occur," 
Mr. Michel said. 

DAC, a key group in the 
25-nation OECD, has 21 
members — the OECD coun- 
tries except Iceland, Greece, 
Mexico and Turkey. 

They provide the bulk of 
the world's ODA — the main 
source of finance for low- and 
middle-income countries with 
little or no access to financial 
markets — as Arab aid has 
declined sharply and the for- 
mer Soviet Union and east 
European states have left the 
ranks of donors to become 
recipients instead. 

However, in 1993, the re- 
port, ODA disbursements 
from DAC donors plunged to 
$55.9 billion from $60.8 bil- 
lion in 1992. A “sharp de- 
cline” was also a striking 
feature of the development 
cooperation scene in 1994, 
Mr. Michel said. 


A continued surge in pri- 
vate flows — via direct in- 
vestment, bank lending, 
bond issues and portfolio in- 
vestment — nevertheless 
raised the overall net transfer 
of resources to the develop- 
ing world to a record $167 
billion in 1993, by DACs 
reckoning. 

Private funds accounted 
for 56 percent of the total, up 
born 40 per cent in 1989, 
reducing the share of ODA 
from over half at the end of 
the 1980s to 41 per cent in 
1993, it said. 

But the report said that 
privare flows were heavily 
concentrated in a small num- 
ber of better-off Asian and 
Latin American countries, 
and major low-income coun- 
tries (LICs) such as China, 
India and Indonesia. 

Private flows to the LICs- 
“have in fact fallen by 25 per 
cent in real terms since 
1990”, leaving them “in- 
creasingly dependent on aid 
budgets... that are unlikely to 
see any significant expan- 
sion... in the near future,” it 
said. 

DAC said that these coun- 
tries must therefore “do 
much more to attractiveness 
to private flows” which had 
proved they could react 
rapidly to unproved pros- 
pects. 

The LICs may otherwise 
“become increasingly margi- 


nalised,” it warned, stressing 
the need to maintain positive 
ODA transfers to the poorest 
and most indebted countries 
as part of the debt strategy 
which has achieved progress 
mainly for middle-income 
countries. 

The “painful irony” was 
that “many developing coun- 
tries could now use more aid, 
and use it well, because they 
have been doing so much 
more to help themselves,” 
the report commented. 

Recalling initial fears that 
new demands on aid budgets 
from east Europe might cut 
into funding for poorer na- 
tions, the DAC said that offi- 
cial aid to Russia and other 
more advanced countries of 
the area had declined to $6.9 
billion in 1993 from $73 tril- 
lion in 1991 and $7.1 billion 
in 1992. 

Disbursements “continued 
to lag behind the large 
announced commitments” 
and remained “modest” at no 
more than 0.04 per cent of 
DAC donors’ GNP, it said. 

As ODA became a causal- 
ly of budgetary stringency 
after remaining broadly 
.stable for several years, the 
report also said, the collec- 
tive aid effort of DAC donors 
fell back to a 20-year low of 
0.30 per cent of GNP, from 
033 per cent in 1992 — just 
under half the United Na- 
tions target of 0.7 per cent. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Lending by the International 
Monetary Fond (IMF) rose, 
to $8.6 billion last year from 
$7-7 billion in 1993, die “IMF 
Survey” reported. 

Most of its loans are made 
at rates close to those 
charged by commercial 
banks, but its “concessional” 
— low-interest — loans tri- 
pled to about $1.3 billion. 

The fund's sister organisa- 
tion, the World Bank, lent 
about $23 billion in the year 
that ended last June 30, of 
which $6.6 billion was lent at 
km interest to the poorest 
countries. 

Fund lending is designed to 
help a country straighten out 
its financial difficulties. Bor- 
rowers are required to follow 
agreed policies, such as re- 


formation facility.” .The. 
money has gone to 18 coun- 
tries, with Russia getting 
most of it — more than $3 
billion of the $4.8 billion tot- 
al. 


“structural adjustment^ lend- - “ At the lend of the year, the 
ing like the fund's : loans; fund had lending arrange- 


Botfa fund and bank are 
owned by governments. ' 
Loans are also made to gov- 
ernments, except for about 
$2 billion a year from the 
bank’s International Finance 
Corporation, which lends 
largely to private business. 

Lending by the fund rose 
to countries formerly under 
communist rule; reaching 
$2.8 billion, compared with 
$2 billion in 1993. That was 
the first year of what the fund 
calls its “systemic trans- 


EU survey paints 
rosy picture for *95 
but gloom in east 


Cnwait budget outline projects $4.5b deficit 


LUWAIT (AP) — The gov- 
- rr.ment has approved a 
•udget outline for 1995-96, 
rejecting a deficit of 1.29 
. :;ion dinars t$4.52 billion), 
finance ministry official said 
.'ndnesday. 

He said revenue was fore- 
: st at 3.01 billion dinars 
: 'i '0.53 billion) and expendi- 
:re at 4.30 billion dinars 
. 1 15.05 billion). 

The shortfall was slightly 
owe r than the current yearns 
...76 billion dinars ($6.2 bif- 
•OI 3 J. 

The outline was approved 
r. a cabinet meeting Sunday, 
■ccording to the official, who 
eq-jested anonymity. It will 
■tow go to the 50-seat parliar 
.r.ent for approval. 


Despite economic woes 
caused by low oil prices and 
the costs of the 1991 Gulf war 
that liberated Kuwait from a 
devastating Iraqi occupation, 
the emirate still hopes for a 
zero-deficit by the year 2000. 

The official would not 
elaborate on how the deficit 
was narrowed. 

But Finance Minister Nas- 
ser A1 Rowdhan said in an 
interview published in the 
daily A1 Watan Tuesday that 
the government was cutting 
expenses of senior officials by 
up to 50 per cent and curbing 
spending on construction 
projects. 

It also plans to collect ab- 
out 50 million dinars ($175 
million) in fees on services it 


bad been subsidising or offer- 
ing free of charge for de- 
cades, he said. 

Many legislators have 
vowed not to let the govern- 
ment impose such fees, 
saying it should instead be 
more careful with its own 
spending and stricter with 
embezzlers of public finds. 

The finance minister said 
oil revenues for 1995-96 were 
calculated on the basis of a 
daily production two million 
barrels, Kuwait's current 
quota as decreed by the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries. Prices 
were estimated at $13 a bar- 
rel, well below the group’s 
target price of $21 a barrel. 

Sheikh AI Rowdhan told 


the paper that salaries of civil 
servants, whtih make up the 
largest chunk of expenditure, 
could not be reduced. These 
were increased by one per 
cent to 1.15 billion dinars 
($4.02 billion) in the budget 
projections. 

Most Kuwaitis are hired by 
the government for high 
salaries and very good be- 
nefits. Civil servants are 
notorious for low producti- 
vity and are not attracted to 
working in the private sector. 

Privatisation plans have 
been stimied by the failure to 
find an alternative for civil 
servants who would be left 
jobless if private companeis 
take over. 


BRUSSELS. Belgium (AP) 
— Economic prospects for 
the European Union (EU) 
look bright this year, but an 
EU survey also described in- 
creasing income raps in cen- 
tral and eastern Europe. 

The latest European eco- 
nomy survey, which was re- 
leased Tuesday, showed that 
Investment in industries m 
the EU was expected to in- 
crease by nine per cent in 
volume and 12 per cent in 
value this year, after slight 
declines in 1994. 

The investment expecta- 
tions, the most optimistic 
since 1989, underprinned . 
mounting confidence in the 
economic future of the 15- 
nation EU, die survey said. 

The optimism of business 
leaders comes after several 
years of sagging profits, rising 
unemployment and reces- 
sion. 

After a four-per cent drop 
in industrial investment in 
Greece last year, volume is 
expected to increase by 33 
per cent this year. In the 
Netherlands, indsutrial in- 
vestments are expected to 
rise by 20 per cent in 1995, 
after felling by that much last 
year. 

. ..Luxembourg is _tbc excep- 
tion to the rule, 'with die. 


forecast of an 11 per .cent 
drop in industrial investment. 
Finland, Austria and 
Sweden, winch joined the 
EU on Jan. 1, were not in- 
cluded. 

Overall, the survey said, 
“there are no discernible 
signs of any mterroptiou in the 
economic recovery." 

The EU economy is ex- 
pecte to grow by an infiatih- 
ad justed 2.9 per cent this 
year and 3.2 per cent in 1996. 

Infharp contrast, central 
and eastern European econo- 
mics still lag far behind and 
“prospects for strong growth 
are roll not good.” The sur- 
vey added the economies are 
still hampered by weak in- 
vestment, high inflation rates 
and huge budget deficits. 

The countries covered in 
the survey were Poland, 
Hungary, the Czech Repub- 
lic, Slovakia, Bulgaria, Esto- 
nia, Latvia, Lithuania and 
Romania. 

Most wrestled, free from 
Soviet-style central govern- 
ment half a decade ago, but 
the transition to a ’ market 
economy has been less than 
smooth. 

“The high hopes of four 
years ago are giving way to 
despppdency, pfniftration and 
apathy,'** the repbrt said. 


'J 


$ trade surplus hits new high in ’94 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s trade 
•urplus hit a record in 1994, 
ut the broader current- 
ircount surplus shrank as im- 
i.-. rts surged and more 
Japanese travelled abroad, 
tronomists and government 
c fficials said Wednesday. 

The surplus in the current 
recount, the boradest mea- 
sure of trade in goods and 
.services, narrowed to $12933 
billion in 1994 from a record 
surplus of $131.45 billion in 
1993. 

“The data confirmed 


Japan’s current account sur- 
plus has finally peaked out 
and strted to dedine,” Fuji 
Research Institute chief eco- 
nomist Masaru Takagj said. 
“I expect the surplus to fall 
by $10 billion to $15 billion 
this year.” 

Japan’s cunent account 
surplus in yen terms declined 
by 9.5 per cent to 13.22 tril- 
lion yen in calendar 1994, 
posting the second straight 
year-on -year decline. Mean- 
while, the surplus in dollar 
terms also declined by 1.6 per 


cent to 129.33 billion in 1994, 
posting its first decline since 
1990. 

“I think vigilance is still 
needed on the surplus, but 
basically the current account 
surplus is now on a shrinking 
trend,’’ a finance ministry 
official said. 

At the same time, Japan's 
trade surplus swelled to a 
record $145.82 billion in 1994 
from $141.51 billion in 1993, 
.which was the previous re- 
cord. 

The stunning trade figure 


had already been presaged by 
data released last month 
showing Japans's trade sur- 
plus, on a customs-d eared 
basis, surged to a record 
$121.17 billion in 1994 from 
the previous record $120.24 
billion in 1993. 

The current account sur- 
plus widened to $12.81 billion 
in December from a surplus 
of $12.72 billion a year earlier 
as firms rushed exports be- 
fore year-end and new year 
holidays. 


Gulf Air launches FALCON frequent 
flyer programme 


Gulf Air launched the 
FALCON frequent flyer 
programme, the first fully- 
fledged passenger loyalty 
programme^ from a Middle 
East Airline. 

Dec., 1994 saw FAL- 
CONS invitation only soft 
bunch by the national car- 
rier of Abu Dhabi, 
Bahrain, Oman and Qatar. 

Feb. 1, introduced the 
programme to residents of. 
the GCC region. FALCON 
will be made available to 


residents of other countries 
worldwide throughout 
1995. 

On announcing the 
launch PCE Salim Bin AJi 
Assiyabi said: A team of 
International Aviation con- 
sultants has been working 
with Gulf Air for die last 
two years to develop of 
frequent Oyer programme 
specific to our require- 
ments. The result of this is 
a unique end product — 
FALCON 


fend had lending arrange- 
ments with S7 of the 179 
member countries. Under 
these arrangements, _ loans 
are paid out installments. 
The installments are halted if 
the fund finds that the bor- 
rower basnet Hved up'to the 
agreed terms — or, as some- 
times happens, the borrower 


finds, it does not need the 

was to Poland, abMt 
billion, of which aboat$400 
million was disbursed during 

the year. • • 

Current arrangements, 
some of them dating 10 1991, 
offered about $16.7 WEon in 
loans. Undrawn balances of 
these offers amount t» some 
$7.8 billion, but the agures 
do not show bow much is 
awaiting disbursement- and 
how much wdl not be dis- 
bursed. 


. FORECAST FOR THURSDAY FEBRUARY 9, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Righter Fdundatton 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) This morning you sho uld cco salt 
with fellow assodates-as to the best manner in which to operate in 
the future thatwiHbring greater benefits to alL 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You hare every opportnniy to 
impress everyone with charm tbatis yours bein g unotr lnc 

_dhwa mfl wim of some wise higherap, but which also require! that 
you use it wisely. 

GEMINI: (May 2l to June^l) Take time to get borne suirountings 
improved.today and impress Inn with your real talent and ingesuty. 
wire for greater comfort and efficiency. 

MOONCHILDREN: (Tune 22 to July 21) Browse around fa old 
curio shops; take advantage of bargains in large Department sores, 
book shops, etc., as you like to do so. 

right now/ be soreyoujpt lid' erf obligations. Ma^e*^k»M^diis 
^morning and know that many fortunes hare been made from annaD 
nucleus. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) While you delight in loing 
things for others, you must now concentrate on iwnssing you: own 
happiness and abundance. Go after your most cherished goals oday 
since the. planets are with' you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Experts should be coniulted 
today in whatever may be your line of endeavour or that ym are 
ptarmmg to enter mto now. Be very devoted to loved one tins' 
evening. ’ • . _ 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Make it a point to coitact 
early, today those, acquaintances who can give good ideas and wifi 
help you to get your most cherished wishes fester and more eaOy. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) If you are not 
conscientious, and meticulous hi a0 you do today, there is eery 
possibility that you wB incur 'the Ql humor of lugierapfc 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) It h i mp ort an t that pu 
nse the most modern system in deahng with others now since tints 
what is expected and is the only way you cantruly advance youxsef. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19} Getting organised whee 
assets and liabilities are concerned on die schedule today. Strive te 
much efficiency tbar brings greater success u you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) WUle others may appear to le 
too demanding, remember that you have made promi se s and as 
expected to follow through on them today. 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY FEBRUARY 18, 1995 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A fine day and evening who 
associates, comrades and km are aB willing to cooperate with you fir 
whatever you have in mind, but it requires that you get in coutac 
with them eady. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Take time Ohs morning to get you 
office or obOde in- suffi -ih’toTtlnix and neat order that others win b> 


office or dim 
delightedf.cti 1 




and neat order that others 

SB: ’•! * 


GEMINI: (May 2t to June 2T)3e Sure yon'pfcan more satisfying wayy 
of amusing youisdf in your spare time. Tms afternoon you find timl " 
benefits can be yours also while combmmg business with pleasure. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Kin fed you are the one to 



LEO: (July 22 to August 21) It would be best to put aside that 
imperious Leo nature and be more cooperative so that you can truly 
help them as well as yourself and get a great deaf accomplished. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Get busy^cutting down on 
expenses today whether this concerns personal property or business 
interests and make a good impression on higher-ups . 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Make sure you 

is that yon want to araompttsh today since you are so dynamic that 

almost anything is possible for yon now. . 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Today, you may feel like 
delving into mysteries and the seemingly unfathomable. You have a 
fine opportunity and reason for doing so today toid this brings 
e xc ell e n t results. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November, 22 to December 21) Look to tfmt 
wonderful friend who is highly intelligent as wefl as most attractive 
for the answers yon are seeking to certain problems today. Follow 
their advice. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Yon are in a friendly 
mood today and others wifi respond in kind, so be sure that you 
handle important business and career aBaizs wisely. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) By being alert and broad 
“rinded today, you are now able to gamer many foie ideas that can 
be put into operation quickly for your benefit. 

PISCES: . (February 20 to ' March 20) Listen to your intuitive 
promptings today if you want to get the greatest benefits possfole. 
These can also help yon to come to a far better understandhu with 
unusual allies. 

Birthgtone of February: Amethyst — Onyx 
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A review • 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 


American 
rice now 
on the 
market 

After running out of 
Chinese rice, the Ministry 
of Supply started sup- 
plying the market with 
medium-grain American 
rice to be sold at the subsi- 
dised price of 170 fils a 
kilogramme against 
coupons and 380 fils a 
kilogramme at the free- 
market price. A 15,000- 
tonne rice shipment from 
the U.S. arrived at Aqaba 
last week. The delay in 
providing the market with 
the rice was to ensure that 
there was no more 
Chinese rice available that 
traders can mix with the 
U.S. rice. 

Last year, merchants 
were making illegal profits 
by mixing the Chinese rice 
with what was left from 
the unpopular Vietnamese 
rice (A1 Ra’i+Al Dus- 
tour). 

☆☆ The Municipality of 
Greater Amman is refus- 
ing to renew the business 
licences for 35 merchants 
in the areas of Tla* A1 Ali, 
Khelda and Urn AI Sum- 
tfiaq unless these 
businesses undertake not 
to sell cement, steel and 
wood. Thel municipality 
charges that stores selling 
building materials are us- 
ing unauthorised pave- 
ment space to display steel 
and wood, polluting the 
surroundings by loading 
and unloading cement and 
creating confusion and 
disturbances to the resi- 
dents who have lodged 
complaints with the muni- 
cipality. The problem 
could be solved if the 
stores restrict their busi- 
ness to selling paints, nails 
and other related light 
building materials and 
moving heavy products 
(cement, steel and wood) 
to other locations where it 
is not unlawful (AI Dus- 
tour). 

The Orphans’ Fund 
manages an investment 
portfolio of JD 33 million 
belonging to some 32,500 
orphans, minors and men- 
tally incapacitated per- 
sons; JD 10 million are 
investments in real estate 
and JD 5 million in profit- 
sharing schemes in the 
areas of furniture, cars, 
budding materials, indust- 
ijal and agricultural pro- 
ducts and other commer- 
cial activities throughout 
the Kingdom. The fund 
also has investments in the 
equity of a number of ma- 
jor industrial companies 
(AI Ra’i). 

☆* A report prepared by 
the Working Woman De- 
partment at the Ministry 
of Labour says that the 
total workforce in Jordan 
in 1993 was about 859,300 
of whom 121,116 or 14.1 
per cent, were women, 
thirty-one per cent of the 
working women were em- 
ployed in government in- 
stitutions. Most of these 
women (58 per cent) 
worked in the education 
sector, 26 per cent in pub- 
lic administration ana 16 
! per cent in the health sec- 
tor. Women working in 
productive sectors 
accounted for eight per 
cent (industrial) and 2.9 
per cent (commercial) 
(Sawt AI Shaab). 

☆☆ The general assembly 
of the Vehicles Owners 
Federation Company 
^proved distributing 40 
p£r cent dividend to share- 
holders. The company 
made a net profit of JD 
747,100 in 1994 bringing 
jp the total profits ear- 
narked for dividend dis- 
ribution 'to JD 709,900. 
AI Aswaq). 


Oman expects continued investment influx 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Gulf state of Oman attracted 
more than $500 million in 
investment in 1994 and ex- 
pects the figure to increase 
this year as h is pressing 
ahead with economic reforms 
to neutalise the impact of 
weak oD prices, an Omani 
official said Wednesday. 

Mahmud Ai Jarwani. 
director of the Muscat Stock 


Exchange, said the invest- 
ment had boosted foreign 
ownership from less than 10 
per cent to around 15 per 
cent of Che market capitalisa- 
tion of nearly 70 institutions 
trading their shares in th? 

market. ‘ 

"Last year, new invest- 
ments totalled around 200 
millio n riyals ($520 million) 
and we expect this year to 


attract between 250 million 
and 300 million riyals ($650- 
$780 million),' 1 he told AFP 
by telephone from Muscat. 

“Such investments, which 
we expect to grow later, wOl 
boost the market capitalisa- 
tion of the trading companies 
from 1.2 billion riyals ($3.12 
bOHon) to four billion riyals 
($10.4 billion) in the year 
2000 .” 


Oman, which produces 
around 800,000 bands per 
day of oil but is notan OPEC 
member, has launched the 
most sweeping reforms in the 
Gulf to offset die decline in 
crude prices and diversify its 
economy. 

The reforms include priva- 
tisation, improvement of in- 
vestment laws, freeing in- 
terest rates, opening up die 


stock market to foreigners 
and allowing foreign inves- 
tors to own 100 per cent of 
some industrial projects, the 
first member of the situation 
Golf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) to do so, 

The . government has 
already sold five key institu- 
tions fo the public and is 
plannmg to set up mnlti- 
billion-dollar projects, ■ 


as 


Beirut’s war- shattered luxury hotels receive facelift 


BEIRUT (AFP) — British, 
Lebanese, Saudi and U.S. 
companies are pooling hun- . 
dreds of millions of dollars 
into revamping a dozen 
hotels ravaged by Lebanon’s 
15-year civil war, hotel indus- 
try officials say. 

New hotels are also being 
built overlooking the 
Mediterranean in a bid to win 
back Lebanon's place in the 
Middle East tourism market. 

The head of the Lebanese 
association of hotel mana- 
gers, Khaled Sleiman, has 
estimated the total cost of 
rebuilding some 300 hotels 
destroyed during the war at 
some $500 million. 

Lebanon boasted 569 
hotels before fighting erupted 
in 1975 but most of them 


were wrecked during the so- 
called “hotel war" between 
Christian and Muslim militias 
in the first year of the conflict 
along the Beirut coast. 

Mr. Sleiman told AFP that 
Lebanon’s hotel industry 
needs to increase its capacity 
from the current 6,000 beds 
to 100,000 in an effort to 
compete equally with its 
neighbours, namely Israel, in 
a new era of Middle East 
peace. 

Meanwhile the 
“ Mediterranean Society of 
Grand Hotels” has begun re- 
construction of the Hilton 
Hotel (450 rooms) while the 
Vendorae (180 rooms) and 
the Marriott (174 rooms) are 
set to open for business by 


The British firm Meridien 
is building a new 450-room 
hotel overlooking the 
Mediterranean off the coast 
of west Beirut. 

Work is also expected to 
get underway soon at hotels 
which have become local 
legends such as the Saint 
Georges, where British spy 
Kim Philby used to be a 
regular at the bar during the 
1960s. 

The Commodore, home to 
media correspondents during 
the war, is also being re- 
vamped. 

Mr. Sleiman called on the 
banking sector to encourage 
investments and said the gov- 
ernment should emulate 
Syria and Israel and remove 
import duties on hotel equip- 
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COMPANY'S RAHB 


ARAB BARK PZc 
JORDAN NATIONAL BARK 
JORDAN NATIONAL BANK / NXH 
KIDDLE BAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

THE BOUSING BANK ' 

JORDAN CULT BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

BEIT BLHAL SAVING* INVESTMENT FOR HOUSING 
AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 


NO. OP 
SHARES 
TRADED 


180 

100 

2690 

SO 

600 

230000 

3510 

100 

18850 

200 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


VALUE PRBV. CLOSING 
TRADED CLOSING PRICE 
JD PRICE 


33210 184. SnO 184.500 

41S 4.150 4.150 

10978 4.000 4.100 

72 1.440 1.440 

3570 5.9S0 5.950 

321850 1.370 1.370 

13001 3.700 3.710 

305 3.100 3.050 

.24067 1.2A0 1.290 

280 1.330 1.400 


407748 INDEX NUMBER: 1S7.12 
CHANGE : +0-05* 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POfTER 
JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NSW 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 
JORDAN RATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 
NATIONAL PORTFO L IO SECURITIES 



SERVICES 


SECTOR 


43486 INDEX NUMBER: 128.00 
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meat to help the hotel indus- 
try get bade on its feet. 

Lebanon must also in- 
crease the number of hotel 
management schools in the 
country, where five establish- 
ments are not enough to meet 
a growing demand for spe- 
cialised workers and staff, 
Mr. Sleiman said. 

Tourism provided 20 per 
cent of Lebanon’s gross 
national product before the 
war, with a large number of 
visitors coming from the oil- 
ricb Arab Gulf states. 

Billionaire Prime Minister 
Rafic Hariri recently urged 
bote! managers to step up the 
reconstruction effort, stres- 
sing that tourism “must once 
again become one of Leba- 
non's main economic activi- 
ties.” 

The government also plans 
to build a $350 million con- 
ference centre in Beirut, with 
60 per cent of the total area 
set aside for hotels. 

At the crossroads between 
East and West, Lebanon has 


Dubai 

cargo 

rises 23% in 
‘94 

DUBAI (R) — Dubai air- 
port. the busiest in the Gulf, 
said sea-air cargo volumes 
climbed 23 per cent last year 
to almost 43*,000 tonnes 
Officials figures from the 
airport’s set-called. Cargo Vil- 
lage showi?dgoods handled at 
the terminal's 1 sea-air docks 
for cargo that is transhipped 
between ships and planes 
rose to 42,985 tonnes from 
34,835 in 1993. 

Of the total cargo handled, 
around half was moved 
directly to the airport from 
Dubai’s Jebel Ali Port. The 
balance came from various 
other ports in the United 
Arab Emirates, including 
Port Rashid in Dubai, Shar- 
jah Port and Mina Zaid in 
Abu Dhabi, an official said. 


a mild climate throughout the' 
year and is one of the few 
countries in the region that 
can offer skung — in five 
resorts — and swimming on 
the same day. 

Tour operators have yet to 
include Beirut on their prog- 
rammes, namely because of 
the war of attrition between 
Irani an -backed Hizbollah 
guerrillas and Israeli forces in 
south Lebanon, where Israel 
occupies a buffer strip. 

- But hotel managers mast 
that efforts are underway to 
reinforce regional coopera- 
tion between Lebanon, Syria 
and Jordan, m an effort to 
build an integrated tourist 
circuit between the three 
neighbours: 

Meanwhile, about 100 
hotels operate in the greater 
Beirut area, where rooms 
ranging in price from $70 to 
$180 are mostly booked by 
Western businessmen seek- 
ing a share in Lebanon’s 
multi-biltion-dortar post-war 
reconstruction effort. 


LONDON (R) — A new 
wave of : selling hit- metals 
prices Wednesday in a shake- 
out of raw material markets 
that seems to be a symptom 
of a global economy starting • 
to slow down. . 

Aluminium took a fresh hit 
as speculative funds moved 
yet more money out of met- 
als. The funds are moving the' 
profits that they had made on 
an inflationary 15-month 
boom in raw materials into 
other assets, chiefly bonds. 

“Bonds are flavour of the 
month,” said Ted Arnold a 
metals analyst at Merrill 
Lynch in London. 

London Metal Exchange 
(LME) aluminium sank to 
$1,885 per cent tonne on 
Wednesday morning. . 

. It stood down some $300 or 
almost 15 per cent from a 5% 
year peak that it hrt as recent- 
ly as mid-January. The fall 
matches an earlier drop on 
copper. 

Both .metals had. risen by . 
around 75 per cent since late 
1993 as the global economy 
leapt . out of recession and 
demand for raw materials 
rose with it. 

But economists say that 
higher interest rates now in. 
place to check-inflation in the 
United States and elsewhere 
already seem to be braking 
the economic rebound. 

A trigger of the sell-off on 


base metals this week was 
U.S. data last Friday showing 
a rise in UJS. unemployment 
— seen as a sign of slower 

expansion. 

Gold, steady this week 
around 375 an ounce, led the 
' boom in world commodity 
prices. 

The foods rah out of pati- 
ence with gold back in. De- 
cember when it dropped sud- 
denly from $400. . 

“Bonds recovering and 
commodities falling is foe re- 
verse of 1994 ” says Andy 
Smith, precious metals 
analyst at Union Bank of 
Switzerland (UBS).. 

He says the economic en- 
vironment has shifted from a 
“magic mix” of low interest 
rates and strong growth that 
favoured commodities to- 
ward higher rates and a more 
meted expansion. : - 

“Gold was a year ahead of 
the game,” Mr. Smith said. 

Among itae soft commod- 
ities, coffee, cocoa and sugar 
have bounced a little after 
also declining recently from 
post-recession highs. 

Coffee quadrupled last 
year to hit $4440 in Septem- 
ber on news of frost then 
drought in Brazil. 

Prices eased to around 
$3,000 when trades decided 
the crop damage wasn't as 
bad as it might have been + 


Monopoly celebrates 60th birthday 


PROVIDENCE, Rhode Is- 
land (AP) — Monopoly, the 
board game that rewards 
players for sending their com- 
petition into bankruptcy, is 
turning 60. 

Since it was introduced by 
Parker Brothers in February 
1935 during the depths of the 
depression, more than 160 
million copies have been 
purchased. It is sold in 45 
countries and printed in 25' 
languages, including Icelan- 
dic, Arabic, Croatian and 
Russian. 

To mark the birthday, 
“Rich Unde Pennybags,” the 
character on millions of 
Monopoly boxes, rang the 
openmg bell at the American 
Stock Exchange in New York 
Tuesday. Parker Brothers is a 
subsidiary of Pawtucket, 
Rhode bland-based Hasbro 
Inc., whose shares are traded 
on tiie exchange. 

Edward Parker, former 
president of Parker Brothers, 
once said the appeal of 


Monopoly is “clobbering 
your best friend without 
doing any damage.” 

“When you come to the 
table, everyone comes equal. 
Everyone starts with the 
same amount of money,'’ 
said Bob Warm, senior vice 
president of marketing for 
Hasbro Games Group. “The 
game plays simply enough 
that an eight-year-old can 
play, but it's still challenging 
enough for an "adult:" ■ 

“There's also a balance be- 
tween skiH and luck,” be 
added. 

Monopoly calls for up to 
eight players to use dice to . 
move game pieces — which 
include a horse, dog, lantern, 
iron and wheelbarrow — 
dockwise around a square 
board. There are properties, 
railroads and utilities that /”] 
may be purchased when land- 
ed upon. 

Players may “bufld” hotels 
and houses on their prop- 
erties and charge “rent” to 


players who land on them. 

Everyone starts with 
$1400 and collects $200 each 
time they complete one trip 
around the board, but may be 
sent .to jail, fined or awarded 
money after landing on cer- 
tain squares. Players drop out 
as they becomebankrupt. 

Versions sold in other 
countries are altered to 
appeal to those citizens, Mr. - 
Warm said.. For instance, 
Boardwalk becomes Mayfair 
in England, Rue DeLa Paix 
in France and Schlossalee in 
Germany. Currencies also 
vary from country to country. 

Monopoly was ionvented 
by Charles Darrow m 1933. 
The first board was actually 
ah oil doth on his kitchen 
table and was comprised of 
porperties named after 
streets in Atlantic City, New 
Jersey. ^ 

Darrow eventually sold the 
rights to Parker Brothers, 
which started producing the 
game in 1935. 
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Major League Baseball Players David Cone 
(Right), Jay Bed (Centre) and players repre- 
sentative Donald Fehrfteft) arrive at the White 
House late 7 February ater being summoned 
by U.S. President CGnton. Clinton called 


players and owners to the White House in an 
effort to end the six month baseball strike 
before the beginning of spring training (AFP 
photo) 


Clinton asks Congress 
to act on baseball strike 


WASHINGTON (R) — Af- 
ter failing in his bid to end the 
Major League Baseball 
strike. President Clinton has 
thrown the ball to Congress 
by asking for legislation to 
settle the dispute through 
binding arbitration. 

“The players and owners 
still remain apart on their 
differences, dearly they are 
not - capable of settling this 
strike without an umpire,’' 
Clinton said late Tuesday 
night after meeting with the 
two sides for four hours. 

Speaking to reporters in 
the White House press room. 
Clinton said the only way to 
settle the strike, appeared to 
be for Congress to pass leg- 
islation requiring binding 
arbitration. 

“Unless they do. we may 
not have baseball in 1995.*' 
Clinton said. Spring training 
camps are to open m Florida 
and Arizona next week and 
the season is due to start in 
April. 

Clinton said, he would send 
a bill to Congress, and asked 
that it be considered as quick- 
ly as possible. 

But Senate Majority ’Lead- 
er bob Dole of Kansas and 
House Speaker Newt Ging- 


rich of Georgia, both opposi- 
tion Republicans, immediate- 
ly came out against the idea, 
saying Congress should stay 
out of the dispute. 

“We maintain our view 
that Congress is ill-suited to 
resolving private labour dis- 
putes,** Dole and Gingrich 
said in a joint statement. 

Clinton called the players 
and owners to the White 
House late on Tuesday after- 
noon after they failed to 
read] an agreement through 
negotiations by the mid- 
afternoon deadline he set. 

Clinton said it appeared at 
times during the talks that die 
parties were dose to an 
agreement, but they fell 
short. 

“The American people are 
the real losers. I have done 
all I could," a frustrated Clin- 
ton said. 

“I think both sides have 
their share of blame,” he 
added. 

Hie players went on strike 
last August over plans by the 
owners .to impose a. cap mi 
salaries. Hie owners cancel- 
led the rest of the 1994 season 
and the World Series in 
September. 

Mediator W.J. Usery said 


this was the most difficult 
labour negotiation in his 30- 
year career. 

“The parties were very far 
apart. There is deep distrust 
among the parties,” Usery 
said. 

Labour secretary Robert 
Reich said he hoped the play- 
ers and owners would con- 
tinue negotiations and would 
voluntarily accept binding 
arbitration. 

Donald Fehr, chief nego- 
tiator for the players union, 
said the players were willing 
to accept arbitration on all 
issues and to play the 1995 
season under the current 
labour agreement 

The owners have insisted 
that they must have some 
limits over rapidly rising play- 
er salaries averaging over SI 
million a year per player. 

Rep. Jim Banning, a Ken- 
tucky Republican and a for- 

er, told Allcs^uSIiiie’^ 
*T guess he (Clinton) thought 
that-. , he could bring them 
together and he would be the 
herd for having a 1995 base- 
ball season. Unfortunately, 
I'm afraid he’s going to have 
egg on his face." 



'Bankrupt’ Borg faces probe Fogdoe in spine operation 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Former Swedish 
tennis superstar Bjom Borg, a self-declared 
bankrupt, is actually earning between 1. 3-2.6 
million dollars a year, evening newspaper 
: Expressen claimed here on Tuesday. The 
paper alleged the cash was being paid into a 
bank account in the Netherlands Antilles by 
two companies, Scandinavian Underwear and 
Scandinavian Footwear, which market Bjom 
Borg products. Five-time Wimbledon winner 
Borg. 39, has told Swedish tax authorities he 
is bankrupt and does not even own “a colour 
television or a stereo." But the paper claimed 
$23.33 million worth of Bjom Borg under- 
wear would be sold this year, while his 
brand-named shoes would bring in pother 
$12 million, his sunglasses $2.66 million and 
perfumes four million. 

Karpov settles for a draw 

SANGHINNGAR, India (AP) — Russian 
grand master Anatoly Karpov settled for a 
draw against Boris Gelfand or Belarus after 
missing several chances in the second of their 
ten-game World Chess Championship semi- 
finals on Tuesday in southern India. The 
game was agreed drawn after 46th move as 
Karpov checked Gelfand’s king repeatedly. In 
their opening match on Monday, the two 
grand masters had also settled for a draw. In 
the other semifinals, American grand master 
Gata Kamsky forced a draw after 27 moves 
and split points in his second game against 
Valery Salvo of Russia. 

Swimming chiefs tighten doping control 

LAUSANNE (AFP) — The International 
Swimming Federation (TWA) wants to know 
where the world's top swimmers train so they 
can be drug-tested at short notice. FINA last 
month contacted all member federations 
asking for the addresses of training venues for 
their swimmers in the world top 20 to enable 
random drug tests to be carried out. “In order 
to cany out testing very quickly, we need to 
know where the swimmers can be found at a 
given moment,” said FTNA director general 
Cornel Marculescu. “AU federations have 
replied except France, Italy, Peru and Po- 
land.” 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Swedish Alpine skiing 
star Thomas Fogdoe had a four-hour opera- 
tion on Wednesday after sustaining back 
injuries during practice. Fogdoe underwent 
surgery on his spine at a hospital in Umea, 
Northern Sweden. He had been training at 
slopes in nearby area on Tuesday with the 
national team when he fell. Fogdoe’s surgeon, 
Goran Skog, told a news conference it was too 
early to tell bow serious the injury was. The 
skier became a Swedish favourite when he 
won the World Cup Slalom Champions bip in 
1993. 

Romania lifts ban on high jumper 

BUCHAREST (R) — Romanian sports au- 
thorities have lifted a three-year ban imposed 
last year on high jumper Galina Astafei after 
she applied for German citizenship. "Such a 
good athlete must be free to compete, she 
must not stay on the sidelines,” Romanian 
Athletics Federation president Iolanda Baias 
said. “What really matters in the end is not : 
the country for which she competes bat her j 
performance.” Astafei, 1992 Barcelona 
Olympic silver medallist, competed for 
Romania at an Indoor meeting in Stuttgart, 
Germany, last Sunday when she set a Roma- 
nian record with a winning leap of 2.03 
metres. But to be able to compete for 
Germany at the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta, 
Astafei has two more hurdles to clear — the 
acquisition of German citizenship and the 
approval of the International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC). An IOC decision rests on 
formal agreement by the Romanian Olympic 
Committee (ROQ. 

Becker advances in Marseille 

MARSEILLE (AP) — Bouncing back from 
his first-round caster in the Australian Open, 
top-seeded Boris Becker advanced in straight 
sets Tuesday in the $506,000 Marseille Open 
tennis tournament. Becker defeated Juan 
Albert Viloca of Spain, 6-2, 6-4. Becker, the 
three- time Wimbledon champion, was elimin- 
ated from the Australian Grand Slam tourna- 
ment in the first round by American Patrick 
McEnroe. Since then he teamed up with 
Michael Sticb to defeat Croatia in Davis Cup 
eliminations. 


Romano makes headlines — 
but not on the soccer field 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 
Romano always had a gift for, 
making headlines. But lately,' 
they have all been the wrong- 
kind. 

The star of Brazil's World 
Cup champion team has been 
embroiled in an endless string 
of personal troubles, from 
charges of fighting with res- 
taurant patrons to a car acci- 
dent to a possible paternity 
suit in Spain. 

Meanwhile, he has yet to 
play an official game for his 
new club, Flamengo. Ham- 
pered by injuries, Romano 
has seen his replacement, 
Mazinho, shine in the centre- 
forward spot. 

“Everything bad happened 
at once,” he admits. 

The honeymoon isn’t over 
— yet. Rio adores its home- 
town star and is tolerant of 
his “bad boy" antics. And 
Romano's talent on the field 
is unquestioned. Still, fans 
are concerned. 

"Romano takes away 
Flamengo’s peace,” read a 
headline Tuesday in the Rio 
daily Jomal Do Brasil. 

It’s aO quite different from 
the euphoria that greeted 
Romano on his return from 
Spain barely three weeks 
ago. Cheering fans fined the 
streets as Romario paraded 
through the dry atop a firet- 
ruck, the conquering hero 
come home. 

He immediately said be 
needed time off to recover 
from the stress of Brazil’s 


World Cup championship 
and his $4.5 million transfer 
from Spain’s Barcelona. 

While Flamengo got ready 
for the Rio De Janeiro state 
championship, Romario was 
playing foot-volleyball on the 
beach and nightclubbing. 
Fans were understanding — 
Romario was a special case. 

He was soon in the news 
again, threatening a photo- 
grapher who shot a picture of 
him entering a car with a 
young woman. Newspapers 
reported that Romano's 
wife, Monica, had sought a 
separation. 

On Jan. 27. he made his 
debut for Flamengo in an 
exhibition game with Uru- 
guay. The teams tied 1-1, and 
Romario showed little of his 
old brilliance. 

Then he was o ff to Portug- 
al to receive FIFA’s award as 
the world’s best player in 
1994. Meanwhile, Flamengo 
was playing — and winning 
— in the state tournament. 

Injuries to his thigh and rib 
kept him off the team again 
last Sunday as Flamengo, led 
by Mazino, walloped Fribur- 
g unese 6-0. Meanwhile, 
Romario was having his own 
wild weekend. 

On Friday, a woman ac- 
cused him of hitting her when 
she asked for an autograph in 
a restaurant. Romario said he 
only pushed her lightly. 

Two days later, a city coun- 
cil or in the beach resort of 
Cabo Frio said Romario 


shoved away a 10-year-old 
peanut vendor. The council- 
man said he tried to defend 
the boy and was kicked and 
punched by Romano’s body- 
guards. • 

On Monday night, Romar- 
io's imported car was ram- 
med by another driver in 
Copa cabana Beach. And die 
news came front Spain that a 
Barcelona woman would - 
seek to name him in a 
paternity suit. 

“The phase isn’t good." he 
said in an interview Tuesday 
with Jornal Do Brasil. 
“That’s life.” 

Still, he doesn’t regret 
coming, home. 

“Despite some of the bad 
things that have happened to 
me off the - field and the 
persecution by some society 
columnists, Fm motivated,” 
be said; - “Sad, but -moti- 
vated" 

Flamengo coach Vanderiei 
Luxemburgo, a strict disci- 
plinarian, has shown surpris- 
ing forbearance with his star. 

“A time comes when it’s 
necessary to be a bit more 
reserved," said Luxemburgo. 
“Perhaps, taking a time out 
from his nightlife. ..." 

That might be easier now 
that Romano’s healthy, said 
Paulo Angioni, Flamengo’s 
director of soccer.. 

“Now Romario wiU have 
to show up more at practice, 
(so) he will be less exposed," 
Angioni said. 



the best striker of the World Soccer ChKnophinship^M 
Fff Vs Presideirtjao HsririMge looks™, 

fadd at Lisbon Cultural Centre Jan. 30 (AFP photo? 


Romario was to play- 
Wednesday in an exhibition 
game against Atletico 
Mineiro. His debut in the 
state tournament is scheduled 
for Sunday, in Rio’s classic 
“Ha-Flu” rivalry between 
Flamengo and Fluminense. 


Romario. agrees that whar 
he needs is soccer. 

# -* 

“If I were playing, there' 
would be less tiine to think, 
about other things," be said* 
“It’s time to return to scoring 



Mi 


Rioja de Espana rounds the weather mark and p r ep a res to set a spinnaker ahead of Team New Zealand on Tuesday during the America’s Cup 
CfiaBengers series. Although Spain lead by 0237 at toe first leeward marie. Team New Zealand went ahead to win by 2fc50 (AFP photo) - 


Trapattoni 
urged 
to quit 

Bayern 

BONN (R) — Bayern 
Munich coach Giovanni Tra- 
pattoni should pack his bags 
and go back to Italy now 
because his heart is not in the 
job, according to Udo Lat- 
tek, the ex-coach who made 
toe club a European power in - 
the 1970s. 

Lattek, who steered 
Bayern Munich to six league 
titles in the 1970s and 1980s, 
said Trapattonfs recent com- 
ments that only half of his 
mind was in Munich indi- 
cated that he should go home 
before his scheduled depar- 
ture at the end of the season. 

“When I hear that Trap 
can't perform to the best of 
his ability because bis family 
isn’t happy in Munich and he 
still has 50 per cent of his 
mind in Italy then I have I 
some advice; take the other 
50 per cent back. Trap," Lat- 
tek wrote in a hard-hitting 

newspaper column. 

Former. Juventns coach 
Trapattoni, who has bad 

problems teaching his tactical ' 

Savoir-Faire to Bayern’s in- 
experienced team because of 
his poor German, has foiled 
to inspire the dub. 


Auguin leads BOC 
round-the-world race 


NEW YORK (AP) — De- 
fending champion Cnristophe 
Auguin opened up a 66-mile 
(106-kilometre) lead and be- 
came the first sailor to cross 
the international dateline 
Monday in the third leg of the 
BOC round-the-world solo 
race. 

The feat gave him one lobg 
day on the water — 48 hours, 
to be exact — as winds slack- 
ed off considerably. 

“I’m (nearly) stopped 
three miles to the north of 
Antipodes island,” Auguin 
messaged race headquarters. 
“The win is not here but this 
island is superb.” 

After traling for two days, 
Auguin regained toe lead 
Saturday from fellow French- 
man Jean Luc Van Den 
Heede, who remained in 
second place Monday. 

Steve Petteogill, of the Un- 
ited States, was in third 
place, 115 miles (184 
kilometres) behind Auguin. 
Pettengili narrowed the gap 
to as dose as 24 miles (38 
kilometres) over the 
weekend but could not keep 
up with Auguin’s speed. 

South Africa's Jean Jac- 
ques Provoyeur was in 


After a brief detour Sun- 
day to bluff. New Zealand, 
for mainsail repairs, David 
Scully, of the United States, 


rejoined the race. He was in 
fifth place Monday while 
Arnet Taylor Jr. of the Un- 
ited States, was sixth, bring- 
ing op the rear of the Class I 
category of 50- to 60-foot (80- 
to 96-metre) boats. 

As usual, the battle in 
Class II, for 40- to SO- foot 
(64- to 80-metre) yachts, 
raged between Italy’s 
Giovanni Soldini and Austra- 
lia's David' Adams. Adams 
began the leg with a day’s 
lead over Soldim, bnt the 
Italian has kept a narrow lead 
for the past .week. On Mon- 
day, it was an eight-mile (13- 
kilometres) gap. 

The three next competitors 
were 300 miles (480 
kilometres) behind the Class 
II leaders, but within five 
miles (eight kilometres) of 
each other: Robin Davie of 
Britain, Alan Nebauer of Au- 
stralia, and Chaniah 
Vaughan of Britain. 

Fourteen sailors left Syd- 
ney, Australia on Jan. 29. 
aiming for a finish line nearly 
7,000 miles (11,200 
kilometres) to the east in 
punta del Este, Uruguay. 

Their number was cut to 13 
on Sunday, when Nigel. 
Rowe, the British skipper of 
the 48-foot (77-kilometre), 
Oass U yacht “Sky Catcher,” 
announced he was withdraw- 
ing. 


Popov, Van Almsick 
win swimming races 


SAINT VINCENT, Italy 
(R) ' — German World 
champion Franaska Van 
Almsick made a successful 
return to Italian waters on 
Tuesday when toe enjoyed 
a double success in_a World 
Cup short-course meeting. 

Van Almsick, a con- 
troversial winner of the 200 
metres freestyle in the long- 
course world cham- 
pionships in Rome last 
September, won over the 
same distance on Tuesday 
before adding a 50-metre 
freestyle win for good mea- 
sure. 

Van Almsick won gold in 
Rome last September de- 
spite failing to iMiafifV for 
the final. Cbmpe. riot Dag- 


aflow the German to swim 
and she responded by-tak- 
ing gold in a world record 
time. 

The sport’s glamour girl 
provided no sum fireworks 
m Saint Vincent but dock- • 
ed two I m p re ssive times, 
taking the 200 metres m one 
minute 57.87 seconds and 
the 50 metres in 25.45 
seconds. 

Russian sprint king Alex-' 
aider Popov made a win-. 
ning debut in his first . 
appearance in the World 
Gup this year. .. , 



Framiska Van Almsick 

Popov, world long-course 
champion in 50 and 100 
metres freestyle, won over 
the longer distance in-49.60 


Zealander Danyon 
into second place. 

His fellow Russian Vladi- 
mir Selkov — another, 
Rome gold medallist — 
won the 100 metres back- 
stroke while F inn Antti 
Kasvio took the 400 metres 
freestyle. Kasvio is the 200 
metres freestyle world 
efran tpon in the 50-metre 
pool. 

Th e meeting in Saint Vm- 

fourth of seven World Cup 
events this season. 



Cinema 


Tel.; 634144 | Cinema 


Tel.; 699238 


PHILADELPHIA 


Yusra, Mahmoud Hamedieh 
in 

The Immigrant 

Show* 12:30, 3:00. Jfc30. 1030 




Bruce Willis-in 

DIE HARD 11 

Shorn: 1230. 2J0. S:30. iOJO 

The movie: THE LION KING will 
be shown on Fridays and Thurs- 
days at 1 1 :00 am. & 12:30 p.m. 


Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD «!’ 

ROBOCOP c 3’ 

Shows: 1230. 145, fc3Q, 8:15, 10-30 

CONCORD T 

Sylvester Stallone — Sharon 
Stone 
in 

The Specialist 

Shows: 2:45, 630. 830. 1030 


TeLi 618274 - 618275 

AfiRMOUN THEATRE 


SUM'A in the satirical piay 


Composed and directed by 
Mohammad Ai Shawaqfeh 

Dally from 8:30 pjn. 

Children's Piay 

The Ninja Turtles Show 

Directed by Akram Abtrf Ragheb 
Daily at 10:30 p.m. 



TcL: 675S71 

Wahfl AI Mashini Theatre 


Presents 

Abu Awwad 

In the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
• . Mondays . 

Tickets are available all- 
day 



Nabfl & l-fisham's TeU 62515*; 

ahlan theatre 


• Presents: ~ 

The political satire: 

AL SALAM YA SALAM 

8:39 pm. 

FW ,eSerV< & P,ea “ 9 * 

the theatre is dosed cm 

Saturday. & 
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Norwegian speedskater wins 
Jesse Owens Award 


'eattle Sopersoiucs forward Shetm Kemp (#40) drives to the basket as Orlando Magic's Sksqofie O'Neal CL) gets a hand on the bell at the Orlando Arena 

^\bdul-Jabbar reflects on the state of pro basketballj 

^no iE „ EW YORK (AP) — 

' - "-'c j. b here's little room in the 
' ladooal Basketball Assoda- 
if ! * ' , or. of the ’90s for the sky 
■ d h- oak- Even the man who 
■'■‘Ui i i-X^l l ' ; riginaied that graceful and 
■: . • Tfective shot, Kareem 

. ' ,l ‘ l cppc etc Kms tr 



vbonl-Jabbar, sees its time is 
asL 

“Dr. J and Michael Jordan 
mined it for all of ns 
•ig - guys." Abdnl-Jabbar 
aid. “Nobody wants to see 
omebotiy playing with their 
•acks to the basket. 

“People would rather look 
ike Michael Jordan on the 
sghlight film than be seen 
hooting die sky hook. It's 
usi an element of style." 

The former Los Angeles 
Lakers star, who re tamed to 
lis hometown Tuesday to be 
rooured as a Hall of Fame 
tjuctee, sees little similarity 
etween the game he played 
or a record 20 seasons and 
he role of the today's centres 
: ke Orlando’s Shaqnille 
Weal. 

Television has changed the 
ice of the game, Abdul- 
abbar said. 

“Certainly style over subst- 
is important now,” he 

id. “They didn’t have ‘play 


of the day 9 wihen I was play- 
ing.” 

What hasn’t changed: A 
dominating centre is still con- 
sidered a ticket to the NBA 
finals. 

Abdul-Jabbar, the NBA’s 
leading scorer with 38,387 


regular season points, led 
Milwaukee to one title and 
the Lakers to five more. That 
came after a college career in 
which he won three NCAA 
championships under UCLA 
coach John Wooden. 

“I was able to beat one-on- 

Results 


one coverage every time and 
shoot high percentage shots 
that crealed a lot of stress on 
the defence," he said. 

Nor even O’Neal, although 
Abdul-Jabbar acknowledges 
that the muscular magic cen- 
tre has developed his own 


dominating high-percecrags 
game based on getting dunks 
off offensive rebounds. 

“I saw his rap video vihere 
he said he don’t need r.c 
nock, so I’m not going to 
offer him any advice. 'ASxiuS- 
Jabb&r said.’" 


Central Division 


jNEW YORK (AP) — Speedskater Johann 
Olav Koss is a gold-medalist on and off the 
ice. 

The 26-jear-old Norwegian medical student 
thrilled the home crowd last year at the 
Lillehammer Olympics, setting world records 
in winning at 1.500, 5,000 and 10,000 metres. 
In 1992, he took gold and silver medals at 
Albertville. 

For those performances and his humunita- 
rian work. Koss received the Jesse Owens 
j International Award on Tuesday night from 
■the International Amateur Athletic Federa- 
■tion. The award goes to the athlete who 
\ personifies sportsmanship and commitment to 
j global cooperation, as well athletic accom- 
plishment. 

“He's the first winner we’ve had who's been 
;both a great athlete and such a great huma- 
nitarian.” 1AAF president Herb Douglas 
i | said. 

i Koss. a student at the University of Oslo, 
:has visited underdeveloped countries regular- 
ly since 1990, contributing funds and trying to 
i ■ instill hope in deprived children. 

His travels, including some during his 
'youth, base taken him to Egypt, India, Nepal. 
I jnritrea Israel and Sarajevo. 

I j He made three trips to Eritrea, a country 
- ithat gained independence from Ethiopia at 
{die cost of war and famine. On his first visit, 
fin September 1993, he was Lillehammer 
{Olympic Aid’s ambassador. 

| ”1 saw children on the streets, struggling 

! every day of their jives.” Koss said of the 
one-week visit. “When you see that, you see 
sports in another dimension. You see what 
sports can do for these children. 

"I saw great joy in their faces when they 
saw soccer balls. They were unbelievably 
happy.” 

He saw a boy playing on one leg, and boys 
making balls out of shirts tied together. He 
was deeply moved. 

“It also gave me the motivation to develop 
my skilis through the Olympics," Koss said. 
“And it made me appreciate what my team. 
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my country and my parents had given me.*' 

He got the children interested in sports and 
had them laughing. He tried to give them 
hope and felt uplifted by the enthusiasm of 
the malnourished youngsters. 

'■Sometimes the poorest people have the 
richest spirit." he said. 

After one of his Olympic victories, Koss 
said he was donating all his bonus money — 
about S3G,000 — to Olympic Aid. 

He then 2 sked his countrymen to donate 10 
kroner (51.37} to Olympic Aid for every 
Norwegian gold medal. The response was 
overwhelming as Norway won 10 gold medals. 

The government, which already had don- 
ated 5135,000, increased that by SI million. 
The Norwegian Olympic Committee, the In- 
ternational "Olympic committee, the city of 
Oslo and other groups each mateched Koss' 
contribution. Volunteers collecting money in 
the streets of Lillehammer brought in another 
S200.000. 

Koss was shocked and delighted. He also 
auctioned off his Olympic skates for S90.000. 

Overall, Olympic Aid raised about S10 
million during its 1994 campaign and distri- 
buted it through charities to war-tom areas. 
In addition, Koss encouraged Norwegian 
youngsters to donate sports gear to the 
children of Eritrea. 

Surprisingly. Olympic Aid now is in danger 
of vanishing. 

The Atlanta Committee for the Olympic 
Games has shown little interest in continuing 
the programme, pleading a lack of resources. 
Koss took the case to the IOC. but the 
organisation has not been encouraging. 

Now, Koss. a special representative of 
Sport for UNICEF, hopes to help that orga- 
nisation raise funds. He also wants to develop 
Olympic truce — a plea for peace in all areas 
of conflict throughout the world during the 
Atlanta Games.” 

“I guess that really would be too much to 
ask." Koss said. “Today, there are 96 armed 
conflicts in the world, the most since 1920. 
Our goals is for 10 or 15 conflicts to stop." 
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Fan killed in France; games cancelled 
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PARIS (AP) — Professional 
soccer games have been can- 
celled in the Paris region this 
weekend after a fan who was 
shot during a fight at a soccer 
match died Tuesday. 

Youth and Sports' Minister 
Michele Alliot-Marie said all 
pro matches from the first 
division on down would be 
called off this weekend to 
encourage “deep reflection” 
among youths and soccer 
fans. 

“This tragedy, which does 
not appear to have stemmed 
from the sporting match. 


nevertheless shows that 
sports, or at least certain 
sports, serve as a support and 
pretext for the expression of 
violence.” she said. 

Douadou Atout, a 22-year- 
old supporter of club Ber- 
bere, was shot and critically 
wounded by a fan of the local 
team of Drancy after the two 
teams met Sunday in Drancy, 
north of Paris. Atout died of 
his injuries in a Paris hospital 
Tuesday. 

Alliot-Marie expressed her 
“total condemnation of this 
unjustifiable act” and said 


the decision by the league of 
Paris/Ile de France to cancel 
the games would provide" 
the occasion for a deep re- 
flection, led by educators, 
among youths so that such a 
tragedy will never happen 
again." 

She called a meeting for 
among representatives of the 
French Football Federation, 
interior ministry, social 
affairs ministry and an inter- 
ministerial delegation on 
urban problems to discuss the 
issue. 


Trans- Atlantic swimmer 125km from shore 
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^Agassi cruises, Chang stumbles 
at San Jose Open 
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JOSE (Agencies) — 
'op seed Andre Agassi 
'rinsed while second seed 
'iichael Chang stumbled on 
"uesday before coming away 
Vith opening-round victories 
't the 5328,000 San Jose 
)pen. 

5 Agassi, Fresh from his Au- 

^ ^Trahan Open title, reeled off 
^ jis first eight games en route 
- ’ a 6-0 6-2 win over leftb- 

T^^^ider Fernando Meligeni of 
: iS2?irazil. Chang, meanwhile, 
.-.^j it a bumpy patch in the 
- v=3 :cond set before outdueling 
1" A ihilean Marcelo Rios 6-4 7-5 
-i a baseline battle. 

' 'r Agassi, 24, was anxious to 
>. ’*£*5 back to business after 
>-jdng a week off following 
victory in Melbourne. 

"Sj “I couldn’t wait to get back 
,!>j 7 court,” said the world’s 
.'cond-ranked player behind 
S :te Sampras. “I really enjoy 
I is.” 

But he was surprised at the 


■ Vtf 




way he dominated Meligeni, 
ranked 85th, in just 53 mi- 
nutes. 

Looking back, it’s tough to 
beat anybody 6-0 6-2, said 
Agassi, who won 57 of 89 
points. “So it is surprising. 
But when you’re out there 
you’re not thinking about 
how surprising it is. you just 
continue with your game 
plan." 

Chang, displayed a power- 
ful serve clocked at 124 mph 
(200 kph) and an unrelenting 
groundstroking game to take 
the opening set. 

But the world’s sixth- 
ranked player and Australian 
Open semifinalist fell behind 
2-5 to the 19-year-old lefth- 
ander before reeling off the 
next five games for the vic- 
tory. 

Korda wins in Dubai 

In Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates, Germany's Car- 


sten Arriens, ranked 222nd in 
the world, beat British veter- 
an Jeremy Bates 6-3. 6-4 to 
move into the second round 
of the Dubai Open tennis 
championship Tuesday. 

Another German, Oliver 
Gross, went down to sixth 
seed Petr Korda of the Czech 
Republic who coasted into 
the next round with an easy 
6-1, 6-2 win. 

Korda, who did not play 
for his country is the Davis 
Cup this year, arrived in 
Dubai a week ago and played 
a lot of golf, which he said 
relaxes him, before the 
tournament opened. 

But Korda, the Grand 
Slam Cup winner in Germany 
last year and currently rank- 
ed no. 20, pulled back with a 
vicious backhand down the 
line to lead 2-1 and with 
breaks in the 4th and Sth 
games. Gross had no chance. 



BRIDGETOWN. Barbados 
I AP} — Trans- Atlantic swim- 
mer Guy Delage was 78 miles 
(125 kilometres | from the 
shore of this Caribbean island 
Tuesday morning. 

“He’s doing very will, and 
I think he's getting more ex- 
cited as he gets closer,” said 
Kevin Plagman, a U.S. 
spokesman for Oceanantes, 
ihe Paris-based technical 
team monitoring the French 
swimmer's trip. 

Delage was reported 78 
miles (125 kilometres) east- 
southeast of Barbados at 7 
a.m. (1100 GMT) and was 
expected to reach land some- 
time Thursday. His backers 
were hoping he couch the 
shore at a beach on the south- 
ern end of the island. 

There had been concern 
that Delage might miss Bar- 
bados. the eastern-most is- 
land in the Caribbean. 

But Plagman said that 
“we’re 99.5 per cent sure that 
he’s headed toward (landing) 
in Barbados.” A Barbados 
coast guard ship will be 
accompanying the swimmer 
on the last bit of the (3.840- 
kilometre) journey. 

Delage, 42, is swimming 


across the Atlantic with a 
31 -inch (79-cm) flotation de- 
vice that contains a survival 
mini-raft, destination kit. 
distress beacon, compass and 


rifle to ward off sharks. He 
swims about 10 hours a day 
and sleep aboard a (4.5- 
metre) raft that is accom- 
panying him. 


Andre Agassi 
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Oetker 
Corn Flakes 
375 grms. 
Sale JD 2.150 


Sunbulla 

Friteh 


1 isg. 

Sale JD 1.150 


Quaker 
White Oats 
500 grms. 
Sale JD 1.000 
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Comfort 
Fabric Softner 
2 Liter. Jug 
Sale JD 3.250 


Agree 
Shampoo or 
Conditioner 
444ml. 

Sate JD 1.990 


m 
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Coqueline 
Small Filled Cakes 

Buy One Get One FREE 


Ramadan Kareem 

Special Prices on White Cheese in Brine , 
Pickles & Olives 

A LOT MORE OFFERS AWAIT YOU AT THE STORE. 


tod a Si SSb //? men 

Alahlia- Abels 
Superstore 
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Sale on China Dinner & 
Te? Sets, 12 persons 60 pieces 
for 60 JD only . 

BoiDsii hours Friday from 
1 1 inia 4 p.m. ton 7 ib 1 0 pjn . 

Oihcr week davs from 9 sun io 4 cup, from 7 io 10 pjn . 


Jahal Amman - 2nd Circle / opp, Kawkab 
■ AKSharq Rest. Tel: 641 816 - (>42397 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARIF 
1 TANNAH H1RSCH 
Oim Ti»un« MKfci Saw. nc 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 — Neither vulnerable. zu> South 
you hold: 

*Q53 :KJI0 198732 *43 
The bidding baa proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 * Poes 1 ■: Pbss 

1 * Pass 7 

What action do you lake? 

A. — This one is too dose to call. 
Our a ligh t preference is to pass— we 
have a ruffing value and partner 
could have an unh»innrgH haod- 
However. anyone who elects to bid 
one no trump cannot be faulted, 
since most of the hand's values are 
in the unbid suit. 

QJ2 — Both vulnerable, os South 
you bold: 

476 “93 :A8764 4Q942 

The bidding baa proceeded 
North East South West 

1 * IT 7 

WhsL action do you Lake? 

A. — While you don't have much, 
you do have en ace and reasonable 
four-card support for partner's suit. 
Bid two dubs. What if partner 
opened a prepared dub with only 
three cards in the suit? So what! 
The 4-3 fit could be your best spot. 


Q.3 — Both vulnerable, be South 
you hold: 

,475 TJI063 vK9 487632 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
I T Pass 7 
What action do you take? 

A. — A poor collection, to be sure, 
but your hand does revalue to some 
seven points in support of hearts. 
Raise to two hearts, even if only for 
ita preemptive value. Experience 
shows ilia poor tactics to paw with 
four-card support for opener's 


major. 

Q.4— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4QJ72 “84 :K76 4AQ105 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 4 Pass 14 2 T 

j 

What action do you lake? 

A. — Do not make an unforced re- 
bid with a minimum opener, unless 
you have something important to 
tell partner. Here your four-card 
support for North's suit is a consid- 
erable asset, so raise to two spades. 

Q.5 — Both vulnerabnle, as South 
you hold: 

4AQ94 T75 vA852 4743 

The bidding has proceeded: 

W cm North East South 

I T Pass 2 T PfUH 

Pass 2 4 Pass 7 

What action do you take" 

A.— Remember, partner couldn't 
overcall the one-heart opening bid 
with one spade and doesn't deserve 
to be hanged for not letting the 
enemy buy the hand at two hearts. 
Pass— North has already bid all of 
your values. 

Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

474 TKJ74 TAS65 4A103 
The bidding has proceeded 
North East Sooth Weal 
IT 2 4"? 

■—Weak 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You must tell partner you 
have a atmng hand in support of 
hearts. The textbook way to do that 
is to cue-bid the enemy suit and 
there's no reason for you to choose 
another course. Bid three spade*. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A leading industrial and commercial group is 
seeking for the following position: 

One Accountant. 

Above applicant should be: 

1. University graduate. 

2. 3 years experience in relevant field. 

3. Good command of Arabic & English lan- 
guage. 

4. Having good experience in using compu- 
ters. 

Send C.V. io: 

Finance Manager 
P.O. Box 7676 
Amman 11118 Jordan 
Or call Tel: 676938 
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Jordanian stand unchanged 
on Chechenya, but at odds 
with Russian handling of crisis 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

Jordan consid- 
er Chechenya as part of the 
Kussian Federation but does 
not condone Moscow’s “in- 
human” handling of the 
separatist rebellion in the 
Caucasus republic, senior 
officials said Wednesday. 

The officials also said Jor- 
dan viewed the conflict in 
Chechenya as over and would 
seek information of 
Chechens of Jor dania n origin 
said to be detained by Rus- 
sian forces or stranded in the 
area since Moscow sent in its 
army to Chechenya to quell 
the separatist movement 
there during a visit here to- 
day (Thursday) by a Russian 
envoy. 

At the same time, Jordan 
would not accept any Russian 
criticism of the Kingdom's 
Parliament, which issued a 
statement last month in sup- 
port of the Chechens, said 
the officials. 

“We consider that the con- 
flict in Chechenya is already 
over,” said a senior official, 
referring to the end of large- 
scale battles in the breakaway 
republic more than two 
weeks ago after Rnssia 
poured in military might 
against Chechens seeking in- 
dependence. 

“Jordan considers 
Chechenya as part of the 
Russian Federation, but it 
believes that the way that 
Moscow dealt with the con- 
flict there was not proper,” 
added the official, who, like 


other officials who spoke to 
the Jordan Times on the 
issue, preferred anonymity. 

“It was an inhuman way of 
taodfiing the crisis ana in 
violation of all norms of hu- 
man rights and we condemn 
such atrocities,” added the 
official. Russian experts were 
quoted as saying in Moscow 
on Tuesday that at least 
25,000 civilians were killed in 
the battle between Russian 
forces and Chechen fighters 
in the eight-week-old crisis. 

Victor Posovalyuk, an en- 
voy of Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin, is scheduled to 
arrive here Thursday for talks 
expected to include Russian 
concern over the support that 
the Kingdom’s Chechen com- 
munity is extending to their 
kinsmen in Chechenya. The 
envoy is expected to hold 
talks with Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti. 

u Wc expect (Moscow) to 
express its displeasure over 
some of the positions 
adopted by our Parliament''' 
in support of Chechens, said 
the official. "But Jordan will 
make dear that it is not dis- 
posed to take any criticism of 
its parliament or the deci- 
sions adopted by its legisla- 
ture.” 

“We have a free and tmres- 
tricted Parliament which fol- 
lows democratic norms and 
practices, and there is no 
reason anyone should take up 
issue with its resolutions,” 
added the official. “Voices in 
Parliament may or may not 
reflect government policy, 
but that does not mean that 


anyone from outside the 
country could criticise our 
elected representatives.” 

The official and others im- 
plicitly confirmed comments 
by Deputy Toujan Faisal, 
spokeswoman for the Jorda- 
nian Chechen community, 
that the Kingdom told the 
Chechen foreign minister, 
Shamsuddin Alaeddin 
Yonsef, that Chechenya 
should accept a Russian offer 
of autonomy. 

Mr. Yousef met with Royal 
Court Chief Marwan A1 
Qasem this week during a 
visit to Jordan, but could not 
meet with Mr. Kabariti, who 
was attending meetings in 
Cairo. 

“Mr. Yousef left Jordan 
with a message that 
Chechenya should submit to 
the Russian offer of self- 
rale,” Ms. Faisal told the 
Jordan Times. 

The deputy quoted Mr. 
Yousef, who was sent abroad 
by Chechen President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev to drum 
up support for the Chechen 
cause, as expressing hope 
that Jordan would continue 
to extend humanitarian 
assistance to Chechens. 

In talks with Mr. Posova- 
tuk, Mr. Kabariti and other 
Jordanian offi cials are ex- 
pected to seek ways to help 
Jordanian of Chechen origin 
detained by Russian forces 
and also those stranded in 
other republics surrounding 
Chechenya after they lost 
their travel documents. 


Kabariti meets Swiss envoy, 
who is back after recall 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Swiss 
ambassador to Jordan, Gian 
Federico Perdotti, who re- 
turned to Amman last week 
following a temporary recall, 
met with Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti on 
Wednesday. No details were 
immediately available on the 
meeting, but it was believed 
that it covered the reasons for 
Mr. Perdotti’s recall, which 
came after Swiss diplomats in 
the Middle East received 
death threats. 

A Jordanian official said 
Mr. Perdotti was recalled 
home by the Swiss govern- 
ment “after it received death 
threats against Swiss diplo- 
mats in the Middle East, in- 
cluding the ambassador in 
Amman.” 

The official, who preferred 
anonymity, said Mr. Perdotti 
left Amman in mid-January 
despite assurances that all 
necessary precautions were 
taken to ensure his safety. 
Apparently, his return came 
after the Swiss government 
was satisfied with the Jorda- 
nian security measures to 
protect the diplomat 

The French news agency, 
Agence France Presse, re- 
ported that the threats were 


issued by the Abu Nidai 
group after the Swiss govern- 
ment froze a Swiss bank 
account the name of Abu 
Nidai himself. 

Abu Nidal’s real name is 
Sabri AI Banna. He heads 
the Fateh Revolutionary 
Council and is one of the 
most tainted men in the 
world for assassinations of 
and attacks against Western 
and Arab diplomats and in- 
terests. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether the Swiss 
freeze of the account came in 
line with an American deci- 
sion to freeze the assets and 
accounts of all known ex- 
tremist groups and their lead- 
ers. 

AFP said Mr. Kabariti had 
confirmed to the agency that 
Ambassador Perdotti was 
threatened by the Abu Nidai 
group. According to un- 
named diplomats quoted by 
the agency, the Swiss govern- 
ment had told Mr. Perdotti 
that his "life was in clanger.” 

The ambassador's depar- 
ture had sparked speculation 
in some Swiss newspapers 
that it was somehow con- 
nected with a possible case 
against the former Jordanian 
ambassador to Switzerland, 
Akram Barakat. 

Mr. Barakat is accused of 
embezzling embassy funds. 


Sheikh’s lawyer accuses 
judge of aiding cover-up 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Defence lawyers for a Mus- 
lim cleric and his followers 
accused of planning to bomb 
U.S. landmarks have asked 
for a mistrial, alleging that 
the judge covered up plea 
negotiations with a key de- 
fendant. 

The arguments followed a 
surprise guilty plea Monday 
by Sidig Ibrahim Siddig Ali, 
the alleged mastermind of the 
scheme. Court records unsea- 
led after the plea revealed 
that he contacted the govern- 
ment Jan. 23 — one week 
before opening statements in 
the trial — seeking to cooper- 
ate. 

Transcripts show that U.S. 
District Judge Michael 
Mukasey appointed a sepa- 
rate lawyer Jan. 24 to repre- 
sent him in the negotiations. 
Opening statements began 
Jan. 30- 

The defendants are ac- 
cused of. helping to plan the 
1993 World Trade Centre 
bombing that killed six peo- 
ple and wounded more than 
1,000. They are also charged 
with plotting to bomb the 
United Nations and bridges 
and tunnels leading into New 
York City. 

The indictment also ac- 
cuses them of involvement in 
the November 1990 murder 
of radical Rabbi Meir 
Kahane in New York and 
with planning to kill Egyptian 
president Hosni Mubarak 
during a 1993 U.S. visit 


Mr. Siddig Ali entered his 
plea early Monday morning 
before defence lawyer* ar- 
rived at the courthouse. Dur- 
ing that hearing he admitted 
his role in the scheme and 
implicated the other 11 de- 
fendants including his reli- 
gious leader Sheikh Omar 
Abdul Rahman. He said the 
Egyptian-born cleric had 
given permission for the plan- 
ned bombings and assassina- 
tions. 

The Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigations (FBH was on the 
trail of three of the World 
Trade Centre bombers for 
nearly four years before the 
deadly explosion in the office 
towers, the government said. 

In evidence presented at 
the trial of Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman, the FBI also said it 
had bugged the deric's phone 
a week before the blast. 

The surprising testimony 
raised new questions about 
why the FBI was unable to 
prevent- the Feb. 26, 1993 
bombing. 

The prosecution has been 
trying to show that the bomb- 
ing was part of an overall plot 
and give jurors a connection 
to something concrete, in- 
stead of plans that never 
made it off the drawing 
boards. 

Tuesday’s testimony re- 
vealed that by mid-1989 the 
FBI had already begun sur- 
veillance on the group it says 

(Continued am. page 7) 


NATO to 
launch 
talks with 
N. Africa 


BRUSSELS (Agendes) — 
The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) on 
Wednesday agreed to open a 
dialogue with five North 
African and Middle Eastern 
states, partly as a response to 
increased worries about the 
threat from radical move- 
ments on its borders, NATO 
sources said. 

The sources said NATO 
bad agreed to bold talks with 
Egypt* Israel, Morocco, 
Tunisia and Mauritania. 

NATO Secretary-General 
Willy Claes said last week 
that Muslim fundamentalism 
was now as big a threat to the 
alliance as communism once 
was. 

Bat a NATO diplomat said 
here Wednesday that Mr. 
Claes had only expressed his 
“personal views.” 

Early contacts between 
NATO and the five countries 
will be held here through 
their diplomatic envoys. 

At a later stage, the five 
may join NATO meetings, 
and visits at NATO head- 
quarters and in the five na- 
tions may be scheduled, di- 
plomats said. 

Spain, backed by France 
and Italy, urged a stronger 
NATO stand in the face of 
fundamentalist unrest in 
some Mediterranean coun- 
tries. 

The French government on 
Wednesday appeared to 
quietly shelve President 
Francois Mitterrand's con- 
troversial idea of an interna- 
tional peace conference on 
Algeria which caused friction 
in Paris and angered Algiers. 

Government spokesman 
Phflippe Douste-Blazy told 
reporters Mr. Mitterrand and 
Prime Minister Edouard Bal- 
ladur had discussed Algeria 
privately before a cabinet 
meeting. 

But he did not specifically 
mention the conference idea 
and said it was up to Alge- 
rians themselves to. work for 
a peaceful settlement of three 
years of civil strife. ' 

Socialist Mitterrand last 
week floated the idea of 
European Union-sponsored 
talks to bring together 
Algiers' military-backed gov- 
ernment and Islamic retels. 

Cabinet members, pouring 
cold water on the idea, have 
said Mr. Mitterrand had not 
consulted the conservative 
government before speaking. 
His initiative prompted pro- 
tests from Algiers that Paris 
was interfering in its internal 
affairs. 

Violence in Algiers 

The bead of an armed gang 
operating in the Lakhdaria 
region east of Algiers and 
believed responsible for the 
murder of a police chief has 
been killed by security forces, 
the daily Le Matin reported 
Wednesday. 

(Continued on page 7) 



TRADE TALKS: Minister of Industry and after a brief round of tafes on U.S.-Jordanfan 
Tirade Afi AJbnd Ragheb (left) and U.S. Secret- trade and ecowmic ties (see page one) (phofc 
ary of Commerce Bmald Brown address a by Yoosrf ‘Allan) 
joint press conference in Aqaba on Wednesday 


Chechens to quit Grozny HQ 


SHALI, Russia (Agencies) 
— Chechen rebels have de- 
cided to withdraw their milit- 
ary headquarters from Groz- 
ny but wtIJ keep fighters in 
the city, an aide to Chechen 
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev 
said on Wednesday. 

“A decision was taken to 
move the headquarters of the 
annul forces outride Groz- 
ny,” Movliad Udugov, head 
of Checfaenya’s information 
service, told reportes. “Spe- 
cial assault groups will re- 
main in tiie city. They have 
the task of waging military 
activities there.” 

The announcement came 
as Russian forces fighting 
since Dec. 11 to crash the 
Chechen secessionist drive 
consolidated their hold on 
Grozny. The Russians drove 
independence fighters to the 
city's southern fringe, 
Chechen guerrillas said. 

Rusian artillery and war- 
planes pounded the rebel 
positions on the southern 
outskirts of Grozny overnight 
Tuesday and on Wednesday. 

Rebel fightes denied that 
the capital was on the point 
of falling under total Russian 
control and said fighting was 
continuing, mostly involving 
hit-and-run raids on Russian 
units by. -small bands of 
Chechens. 

But refugees who had fled 
tiie battle for Grozny have 
begun returning to Russian- 
held parts of the city from 
villages to the north which 
are under the control of pro- 
Moscow Chechen forces. 


In Brussels, North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) Secretary-General 
Willy Ones has signalled a 
tougher line with Moscow 
over Chechenya, saying the 
crisis was not purely Russia's 
internal affair. 

He played down a U.S. 
plan for a special body to 
keep relations on track. 

“We cannot accept that 
Russia sees the Chechenya 
- problem as an internal prob- 
lem... we don’t want to iso- 
late Russia but Russia could 
isolate itself,” Mr. Claes said 
in an interview with the Bel- 
gian financial daily Tijd pub- 
lished on Wednesday. 

Mr. Claes stressed the 
alliance wanted to keep open 
a dialogue and urged Moscow 
to sign two documents cur- 
rently on the table setting out 
a post-cold war framework 
. for relations, but held up by a 
spat over NATO’s plan for 
eastwards expansion. 

Mr. Claes’ comments on 
Chechenya represent a signi- 
ficant hardening of the posi- 
tion of Western countries 
which have hitherto pubiidy 
stressed Russia's problem in 
Chechenya as a purely 
domestic concern. 

Alliance diplomatic 
sources said die comments 
resulted from Western frus- 
tration at the continuing crisis 
in the rebel region and Mos- 
cow's apparent inability to' 
act on international concern 
over its heavy-handed be- 
haviour- 

in tiie interview Mr. Claes 


distanced himself from prop- 
osal last weekend by U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Ferry for a standing commis- 
sion with Russia to smooth 
relations as the alliance press- 
es ahead with expansion 
plans in Eastern Europe. 

“It might be useful to 
establish some sort of stand- 
ing consultative commission 
to provide formal structure 
for oar NATO-Russia rela- 
tionship,” Mr. Perry told the 
Wehrnmde conference, an 
annnal security policy forum 
in Munich. 

While repeating NATO’s 
willingness to keep open a 
dialogue, Mr. Claes said it 
was too soon for such a move 
and said outstanding business 
should first be cleared up. 

The European Union (EU) 
wants tiie Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) to send a 
second mission to Chechenya 
to help end human rights 
abuses in Russia’s breakaway 
region, France said Wednes^ 
day. 

Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Richard Duque, speak- 
ing m the name of the EU 
because France currently 
holds its presidency, said the 
OSCE must fulfil its mandate 
“to end violations of human 
rights and to prepare free and 
fair elections.” 

“We would like a new mis- 
sion to be sent without delay. 
We are in contact with Rus- 
sian authorities on the sub- 
ject,” be told a regular brief- 
ing- 


Turkish 


crashes 
near 
Rhodes 

ATHENS (Agencies) — A 1 
Turkish F-I6 fighter being 

chased by Greek jets crashed 

into the sea Wednesday hut 
the pilot ejected safely and 
was rescued. Greece sad tiie 
airman would be flown bade. 

The Defence Munstrjr ac- 
cused the Turkish plane of 
violating Greek' airspace and 
said the angle-engine jet 
apparently amered a mecha- 
nical failure, Turkey said tiie 
jet was over international wa- 
ters. 

It crashed into tiie Aegean 
Sea near the resort town of 
Undos on the southeastern 
side of the isalnd of Rhodes, 
which is within sight of the 
Turkish coast 

The two nations — both 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nistion (NATO) allies ' 
have tense relations because 
of territorial deputes and the 
divided island of Cyprus. ' 

■ A Greek air force helicop- 
ter rescued the pilot. Mustafa 
Vil dirim, and flew him to a 
Rhodes hospital- He was in 
good condition and plans 
were made to fly him back to 
Turkey’s Dalaman air base 
late Wednesday, the Defence 
Ministry said. 

In Ankara, the Turkish 
military said the plane was 
flying over international wa- 
ters. It said the plane crashed 
because of mechanical failure 
during a training flight, bat 
made no mention of a chase. 

Greek Defence Minister 
Geraasunos Arsenis said .the 
incident had “no particular 
political background.” 

“The accident of theF-16 
happened when the plane 
was normally returning” to 
Turkey and “not while it was 
being intercepted.” 

He said that Turkish air- 
craft often violated flight 
rales and the Greek airspace 
in the region. 

Two Greek Mirage-1 inter- 
cepted four Turkish F-16 in 
an area under Greek author- 
ity, airforce spokesman 
Panayotis, Karabelas said. 

But in Ankara military 
officials said tiie plane was cm 
a training flight in interna- 
tional airspace when it 
. crashed at 11:37 a.m. (0937 
GMT); 



Israel keeps secret veil on refugee documents Lebanon expects gradual lifting of US. travel ban 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel's state archives have released 
hundreds of cabinet documents from the war in 1948, but 
struck out passages on the expulsion of Palestinians and 
atrocities, officials said Wednesday. The documents were 
cabinet records in the year from May 1948. “About 95 per 
cent of the passages which have not been published relate 
to the exodus of more than 700,000 Palestinians who fled 
before the advancing Israeli army or were forced out of 
their homes,” said Yehoshua Freund lich of die archives. 
They .also covered atrocities committed by Israeli troops, 
he told AFP. “However, we have not censored general 
political debates about the Palestinian exodus,” he added. 
The government of the day discussed how to halt reprisals, 
which included rape, prill age and the killing of prisoners in 
Arab villages. Israeli historian Tom Segev said the archives 
bad removed references to a statement by David Ben 
Gurion calling for the expulsion of 100,000 Arabs from the 
Galilee region. “Ben Gurion proposed on Sept. 26,* 1948, 
to break a ceasefire with the Jordanian army, because he 
thought Israel could take advantage of renewed fighting to ' 
complete the capture of the Galilee and force out 100,000 
Palestinians,” Mr. Segev said. The proposal was defeated 
in cabinet,” Mr. Segev said. 

130 rebels surrender, 17 killed in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — More than 130 armed rebels in 
northwest Iran have surrendered to the authorities over the 
past 10 months, the official news agency IRNA reported 
Wednesday. The agency, quoting an official, in West 
Azerbaijan province bordering Iraq and Turkey, said 17 
other “bandits affiliated with group lets” had been killed in 
clashes with security forces over the same period. Large 
quantities of weapons were seized, IRNA said. The term 
“grouplets” is generally used for small Kurdish rebel 
factions fighting the Islamic government in Tehran — 
notably the Democratic Party of Kurdistan in Iran (DPKI) 
and the Maftrist Komala. Five “repentant” members of the 
main armed opposition group, the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, 
also turned themselves in and several “espionage rings 
linked with Iraq” were smashed, the official told IRNA. 
West Azerbaijan province, which has a 200- kilometre -long 
border with Iraq, is the scene of frequent clashes between 
rebels and security forces. 

Iran performs new heart transplant surgery 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian surgeons have performed a 
heart transplant operation, the third in as many years, the 
official news agency IRNA reported Wednesday. The heart 
of a brain-dead young girl was transplanted to the body of a 
17 -year-o!d boy suffering from heart failure in a five-hour 
operation. The boy’s condition was “satisfactory,” IRNA 
said. Iranian surgeons already performed two other such 
operations in 1992 and 1993. Human organ transplants 
were halted after the 1979 Islamic revolution on religious 
grounds. But the late Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini issued 
a religious edict in 1986 authorising the practice. Iranian 
surgeons have performed some 600 kidney and several liver 
transplants since that date. The practice is still disputed by 
sofaie conservative religious aides, who argue “Life and 
death is a m atter decided by God,” preventing many 
patients from undergoing such operations or donating 
organs. Iran already faces a shortage of human organs for 
transplants, according to medical sources. President Ali 
Akbar Hashemi appealed for donors two years ago, saying 
it was a “humane act.” 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanon said Tuesday it expected 
Washington to gradually remove a ban preventing U.S. 
citizens from travelling to Lebanon, which was imposed 
after a U.S. airliner was hijacked over Beirut in 1985. 
Foreign Minister Fares Bouez told reporters here a 
Lebanese delegation led by Ambassador Riad Tabbara had 
briefed U.S. officials in Washington Monday on .“the 
improved security situation in Lebanon over the past 
years.” “This report may reassure those who are willing to 
be reassured,” we do not expect immediate measures but a' 
gradual lifting” of the restrictions. The discussions, doe to 
end Wednesday, “only concerned ways to ensure the safety 
of U.S. citizens and property,” Mr. Bonez said. Washing 
ton forbids its nationals to visit Lebanon and has banned air 
links between Beirut and U.S. cities 
hijacking of a Trans World Airline plane. 

Belgian cardinal denied Sudan visa 

BRUSSELS (R) — Sudan has refused to grant a visa for 
Belgium's Catholic leader who planned to attend a 
conference in southern Sudan, the foreign ministry said on 
Wednesday. A foreign ministry spokesman said the Bel- 
gian ambassador to Cairo, who is responsible for Sudan, 
was investigating why a visa had been denied to Cardinal 
Godfriend Danneels. “We will protest to the Sudanese 
government and demand an explanation for this action,” 
the spokesman told reporters. He said Mr. Danneels, who 
bad pfanned to attend an episcopal conference in southern 
Sudan between Feb. 11-14, had visited Sudan on several 
occasions and had never been denied access to die country 
before. Relations have been strained between . Sudan and 
Belgium in recent weeks. Last month, Sudan accused the - 
Belgian air force of having dropped ammunition on its 
territory on Jan. 15, an allegation strongly denied by the 
Belgian government. Belgian C-130O aircraft bave been 
dropping food supplies in Sudan for the past seven months 
on behalf of the European Union. 

Kuwaiti sentenced to death for killing girlfriend 

KUWAIT (AP) — A police officer was sentenced to tienth 
for killing his girlfriend by beating her unconscious during 
an evening boat ride and tying weights to her body before 
throwing ner overboard, a newspaper reported Wednes- 
day. The Arabiolangoage daily AI Qabas said the officer, a 
Kuwaiti decided to kill the woman, identified only as 
Faten, when she threatened to inform his superiors at the 
Ministry of Interior of their relationship. Relationships 
outside marriage are discouraged bv Kuwait’s strict Muslim 
society and sexual transgressions can lead to prison. After 
the threat, the police officer took his girffiriend out to sea 
on a night cruise in a private boat, AI Qabru reported, 
quoting criminal court documents. They were accompanied 
by the police officer’s brother, a driver, a friend and his 
wife, the newspaper said. The officer, who was. not 
identified according to court rules, started a fight with his 
girlfriend and, helped by his brother, beat her until she fell - 
unconscious. She was then stripped off her clothes, tied * 

with a rope and weights and thrown overboard, according, 
to tiie report. The body was found 24 days later. The 
officer’s brother and bis-driver were each sentenced to life 
. in prison for their parts rathe crime, die friend and his wife < 
were handed three month sentences for not reporting the 
matter- • - • - • 
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Latvian MP 
arrested for 
disorderly 
conduct 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — A 
member of the Latvian par- 
tiameot was arrested , here 
Sunday foUowing an aiterca- 
taoix and wa? released the 
following day, the State De- 
partment sakL State jptpyt- 

ment spokeswoman Christine 
Shelly said the lawmaker, 
who did not have diplomatic 
immunity, was secured of «»■ 

orferiy conduct and is stfll m 

the United States. She did 
not disclose his identity.'Tbe 
Baltic News Service said the 
raeadent of the Latvian Diet, 
Anatoli Gorbunov, identified 
the ' lawmaker as . Zigards 
T fwrrins , the deputy speaker. 
The Latvian embassy here 
refused all comment Toes-- 
day, : saying it was' a private 
matter. 


Russia’s 

population 

dwindles 

MOSCOW ( AP) . Russia’s 
population declined- farther 
'last year and officials blamed 
the decrease on the persistent 
ec on omi c crisis, a news agent 

^Se K ^^tus° < ^^mnttee, f 
the population of Russia fell 
by 124,000 last year and com- 
prised 148^ nriUkm people as 

of Jan.- 1, 1995. In 1993, it 
dropped by 308,000 people. 
“Crisis developments in the 
econom y e n tailed a decline in 
standards of Hving, exacerba- 
tion of tire whole complex of 
social problems and resulted . 
m the decrease of birth rate 
and the inaease in mortal- 
ity,” Gennady Metilrian, 
Russia's labour m inister , told 
the. ITAR-TASS news agen- 
cy. A ccord ing to government ' 
figures, Russia’s death-rate 
rose by 8 percent in 1994 to 
. £5-6 deaths per 1JOOO people, 
while the birth rate remained 
unchanged at 9.4 births, per 
1,000 people. Last year, -tiie 
number of deaths amounted 
'to 920,000, and the popula- 
tion would have _ decreased 
even more, be it not for 
a' growing influx of iromig- 
iSnts -from the former Soviet 
republics. “People postpone 
plans to have children be- 
cause of unstable economic 
situation,” said Anton In- 
ayatov, a State Statistics 
Committee expert. “On tin 
other hand, the growing 
crime and the. increase in 
deaths from bad alcohol and 
food lead to a stable increase 
in mortality.” Birth and 
death rates were fairly stable 
in the former Soviet Union, 
but the demographic situa- 
tion worsened sharply in the 
1990s amid tiro soaring infla- 
tion, falling hving standards 
and the virtual couapse of the 
state-run health care system. 


Glenn Miller 
'Lost Recordings” 
found In London 

LONDON (AP) — Forgot- 
ten recordings made in Lon- “ 
don by Glenn Miller and his 
band for propaganda broad- 
casts dnring World War II go 
cm sale Monday. They in- 
clude snatches of Miller 
speaking in German, extoll- 
ing music, freedom and the 
American way of life, accord- 
ing to Connfier Records. The 
company is zehsasing-36 tinted 
and songs in the/album titled 
Glenn M uter — The Lost* 
Recordings. The recor din gs 
were never Issued commer- 
cially but were misplaced in a 
London archive until disco- 
vered veteran (fisc Jockey 
and radio presenter Alan 
Dell, vibe president of Bri- 
tain’s Glenn Miller 'Society. 
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ings are believed to be the 
last made by the American 
bandleader. They were com- 
pleted at ihe Abbey Road 
Studios only two weeks be- 
forel he disappeared over the 
Channel onDec. 15 
1944, on a flight to Paris. The 
recordings include Miller 
defies like Moonlight Sere- 
nade and String Of Pearls. 


D ^uucncan ■ 

Broadcasting Station in 
B urgle a iied them as part of 
to encourage troops 
tfthe retreating German 
to surrender to the 

a^es. rThc recordings have 

bewj dwtany remastered us- 
me best ever made off & 

S*!* m life ind 
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